
International 
Student Guide

www.acu.edu.au/internationalQualify for life



Welcome to International Students

Studying in Australia is an opportunity to broaden the possibilities 
for your life.  

Australian Catholic University (ACU National) offers a high quality 
education and a choice of diverse and exciting campus locations 
across Australia.  Our courses are in demand worldwide and our 

graduates enjoy one of the best rates of employment in Australia.  

The ACU National community is founded on an ethos of justice 
and equity.  We endeavour to provide excellent higher education 
to a diversified and dispersed student body and to ensure that all 

students receive the care and assistance needed to achieve this.

It is with great pleasure that I invite you to join us and to take up the 
opportunities we offer.

Professor Greg Craven 
Vice Chancellor

Valerie Hoogstad 
Director, International Education
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mission statement
Australian Catholic University shares with 
universities world-wide a commitment to 
quality in teaching, research and service. 
It aspires to be a community characterised 
by free inquiry and academic integrity.

the University’s inspiration, located 
within 2,000 years of Catholic intellectual 
tradition, summons it to attend to all that 
is of concern to human beings. It brings 
a distinctive spiritual perspective to the 
common tasks of higher education.

through fostering and advancing 
knowledge in education, health, 
commerce, the humanities, the sciences 
and technologies, and the creative arts, 
Australian Catholic University seeks to 
make a specific contribution to its local, 
national and international communities. 

the University explicitly engages the social, 
ethical and religious dimensions of the 
questions it faces in teaching and research, 
and service. In its endeavours, it is guided by 
a fundamental concern for justice and equity, 
and for the dignity of all human beings.

Australian Catholic University has a primary 
responsibility to provide excellent higher 
education for its entire diversified and 
dispersed student body. Its ideal graduates 
will be highly competent in their chosen 
fields, ethical in their behaviour, with 
a developed critical habit of mind, an 
appreciation of the sacred in life, and a 
commitment to serving the common good.
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Information in this publication is correct as 
at June 2008, but is subject to change. the 
University reserves the right to amend, cancel or 
otherwise modify without notice, the content 
of any matter in this publication, and may 
withdraw any course offered therein, or impose 
limitations on enrolment in any course.

Produced by elissa newall. 
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Australian Catholic University (ACU 
National) is a public university which 
commenced operations in �99� 
following the amalgamation of four 
Catholic tertiary institutions with 
history dating back to the mid-�800’s.

As an Australian Government-funded 
institution, we are open to students and 
staff of all beliefs, nationalities and cultures. 
Our strong spiritual foundations foster an 
environment of tolerance and inclusion.

We host more than �5,800 students, 
including 3,000 international students, 
and are renowned for the supportive 
environment we provide.  

Our campuses are welcoming and 
modern. Students enjoy small classes 
and personalised learning, and have easy 
access to lecturers, staff and facilities.

Our awards are internationally recognised 
and there is a broad perspective in our 
research, teaching and learning.  

The University conducts its activities in 
accordance with the Education Services 
for Overseas Students Act (ESOS) 2000: 
http://aei.dest.gov.au/AEI/ESOS/Default.
htm.  Australian Catholic University and 
the courses offered by the University 
are registered on the Commonwealth 
Register of Institutions and Courses 
of Overseas Students (CRICOS).

The University is a member of the 
Association of Commonwealth Universities 
and the International Federation of Catholic 
Universities. The University’s Vice-Chancellor 
is a member of Universities Australia.

We are a public university

We are funded by the Australian 
Government and our awards are recognised 
by the Australian Qualifications Framework.

A choice of campuses
We have six campuses across Australia, 
including: Brisbane, Sydney (2), 
Canberra, Ballarat and Melbourne.

High quality programs
ACU National is a leader in the fields 
of education, nursing and exercise 
science. We also offer excellent degree 
programs in accounting, business, 
information systems, social science, 
environmental science and visual arts.

Access to highly qualified staff
Over 85% of our academics hold a 
PhD or Masters qualification.  

Affordable tuition fees
Our tuition fees have remained low over 
many years and we remain an attractive 
option for international students.

Five stars for graduates
We offer courses that are important 
to our society.  The Good Universities 
Guide 2008 awarded ACU National 
with the top rating for positive graduate 
outcomes and graduate salaries.

Practical experience
We ensure that all of our undergraduates 
receive professional experience 
prior to course completion.

A diverse student population
With international students from 80 different 
countries, it is clear that we are open to all.

Flexible pathways
We offer international students a variety 
of entry pathways to university study.  
Options include English Language and 
Diploma programs held on-campus.

A community environment
Each campus is friendly and personal.  
Dedicated staff and a range of 
support services are committed to 
looking after students’ wellbeing.

ABOUT ACU NATIONAL

STUDy OPTIONS
English Programs
Diploma Programs
Undergraduate Degrees
Postgraduate Degrees
Study Abroad 
Exchange
Online Programs
Distance Learning
Research Degrees

To view a list of our 
courses, refer to page �4.

CRICOS PROVIDER 
REGISTRATION
00004G
00��2C
00873F
00885B

“ACU National is a great university and has got strong values and 
commitment to ethical principles.”

Carlos Teixeira Business Administration
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Brisbane Campus 
(McAuley at Banyo)
��00 Nudgee Road 
Banyo QLD 40�4

Situated in the northern suburb of Banyo, 
the campus is located just �2 kilometres from 
the centre of Brisbane. The campus is on the 
site of the former Pius XII Provincial Seminary 
with a history extending back to �863. 

It is easily accessed by public transport, 
approximately � kilometre from Banyo train 
station, and has a bus stop at its doorstep. 

The campus provides quality teaching 
and office space, including a state-of-
the-art library, science labs, nursing labs, 
computer facilities, music rooms, drama 
teaching room, a bookshop, cafeteria, 
coffee shop, library, computer labs, a 
swimming pool and sporting grounds.

STUDENT POPULATION
27�5 students (total) 
350 international students

Living in Brisbane
Brisbane is the capital city of the state of 

Queensland, as well as the third largest city in 
Australia. It is set close to the Pacific Ocean and 
with a population of 1.25 million it offers all the 

conveniences of a large city. 

Brisbane has a humid subtropical climate with hot 
summers and dry, mild winters. It is a handy base for 

touring the famous Gold and Sunshine coasts and 
Australia’s Great Barrier Reef.
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North Sydney Campus 
(Mackillop)
40 Edward Street 
North Sydney NSW 2060

Just a five minute train ride over the famous 
Sydney Harbour Bridge from the Sydney 
city centre, the campus is conveniently 
located in the North Sydney business 
precinct.  North Sydney campus life is 
centred around a large outdoor courtyard 
and student recreational area where 
students congregate between classes.

The campus is small, multicultural, and 
friendly and is accessible by an excellent 
bus service. The Vice Chancellery of the 
University is co-located on this campus.

STUDENT POPULATION
3050 students (total) 
�670 international students

Strathfield Campus 
(Mount St Mary)
25A Barker Road 
Strathfield NSW 2�35

Situated in one of the older, established 
suburbs in Sydney, the campus is located 
�5 kilometres west of the Sydney city 
centre. It is only a 20 minute train ride 
from the city centre, and an 8 minute 
bus trip from Strathfield train station.

The campus has gracious, historic buildings 
and beautifully landscaped grounds which 
make it an attractive and stimulating 
place to study. The central lawn provides 
a common meeting space and an area 
for student activities all year around.

STUDENT POPULATION
3220 students (total) 
�35 international students

Living in Sydney

Sydney has a population of more than 4 million, 
and is the largest city in Australia. World renowned 
for its beautiful harbour, Harbour Bridge and Opera 
House, Sydney also has a host of entertainment and 
sporting activities.

It is one of the most multicultural cities in the world 
and is perhaps the most well known of all Australian 
cities internationally. Its public transport network 
combines travel on trains, buses and ferries and the 
climate is comfortable, with average temperatures 
being 23°C in summer, and 13°C in winter. 
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Canberra Campus  
(Signadou)
223 Antill Street 
Watson ACT 2602

Conveniently located only five kilometres 
from the centre of Canberra, and well-
served by public transport, Signadou 
Campus is one of the University’s smaller 
campuses. With approximately 40 friendly 
staff on site, students thrive in such an 
intimate, welcoming campus environment.  

Facilities include computer labs, a library, a 
canteen, a swimming pool and a chapel.

STUDENT POPULATION
700 students (total) 
7 international students

Living in Canberra
Canberra, the national capital, is considered one 

of the most convenient and safest places to live in 
Australia. It is an international city with more than 70 
diplomatic missions. Set on the shores of Lake Burley 

Griffin, the city has an abundance of parks, bike paths 
and a population of over 300,000. Winter ranges from 

1-11°C and summers are warm at 13-28°C.

Living in Ballarat
Ballarat is a picturesque rural town of 80,000 people 

with fine buildings, attractive gardens, fountains, 
monuments and wide tree-lined streets. Features of 

“small town” living in Australia are the relative safety, 
lack of traffic congestion and friendly people.  Ballarat 
is 125km west of Melbourne and is connected by train 

and coach services.

Ballarat Campus  
(Aquinas)
�200 Mair Street 
Ballarat VIC 3350

The campus, which is set in beautiful 
gardens, is near the commercial centre of 
Ballarat and within easy reach of facilities. 
The delightful old buildings and majestic 
trees on campus reflect the history of the 
town and provide a tranquil setting for 
learning. The small campus is a cheerful place 
for students to meet, study and socialise.

STUDENT POPULATION
525 students (total) 
3 international students
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Melbourne Campus 
(St Patrick’s)
��5 Victoria Parade 
Fitzroy VIC 3065

The campus is conveniently located on the 
fringe of the Melbourne Central Business 
District (CBD). It is within a short walk 
of the popular retail strips of Brunswick 
Street and Smith Street with their variety 
of cafes, shops and art galleries. Some 
of Melbourne’s finest parks, gardens 
and recreational facilities are also within 
easy walking distance of the campus. 

The main campus building is a multi-storey 
complex that has been completely renovated 
to provide students and staff with purpose-
built facilities. It is a modern, compact 
study environment that bustles with activity 
throughout the week.  Bus and tram stops 
are located outside the front entrance and 
it is only a short walk to the nearest train 
station and the Melbourne city centre.

STUDENT POPULATION
4625 students (total) 
750 international students

Living in Melbourne
Melbourne has on numerous occasions been 
voted amongst the world’s most liveable cities for 
its safe, secure environment and well-developed 
infrastructure. It is well known for its numerous 
parks and gardens and its cosmopolitan, outdoor 
cafe lifestyle.  

As well as a major sporting, commercial and cultural 
centre of Australia, Melbourne is a very multicultural 
city. There are approximately 50,000 international 
students currently living in Melbourne, which has a 
population of over 3.5 million made up of people 
from over 140 different nations. 

The climate of Melbourne is moderate with average 
summer and winter temperatures being 27°C and 
14°C, respectively.
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Services on Campus
All international students have access 
to the general services and facilities 
available to Australian students. There 
are also special services tailored to meet 
the needs of international students.

Travelling to a foreign country to study 
can be a challenge. At ACU National 
we aim to maximise your learning 
and development opportunities and 
eliminate stress and anxiety.

From extensive experience we have 
developed a number of academic 
and social support services to ensure 
that you are in the best position to 
achieve your goals at ACU National.

Academic Skills Support
Each campus has an Academic Skills 
Unit with advisers who can help you 
to study successfully at university. They 
will help you to develop learning, 
writing and language strategies.

Accommodation
your International Student Adviser can 
provide you with advice to assist you 
in finding permanent accommodation 
once you have arrived in Australia.

Airport Pick-Up
We will make sure someone is there 
to welcome you on your very first day 
in Australia. Contact our International 
Student Advisers to make a booking.

Career Development and 
Employment Service
Careers Advisers are available on each 
campus of ACU National to assist students 
with making career decisions, identifying 
personal career goals, developing 
employability skills, searching for employment 
and preparing employment applications.

Computers and the Internet
Student computer facilities are available 
on campus.  They include access to 
internet, email, and scanner facilities. A 
range of software for both classroom and 
professional purposes is also provided.

Counsellors
Qualified counsellors are available at each 
campus to offer free, confidential advice. 
The counselling service provides practical 
advice on study, finance and university 
procedures. Where necessary, they can 
also help with stress management, grief, 
depression and relationship difficulties.

Disability Services
Each campus has a Disability Adviser who 
assists students who have educational needs 
arising from a disability or long term medical 
condition. This service is free. Students are 
encouraged to contact the Disability Advisor 
as soon as possible, preferably before arrival 
in Australia, as it can take time to arrange 
any necessary educational adjustments.

English Language Programs
English Language Centres are run 
in Melbourne, North Sydney and 
Brisbane. We offer programs to enable 
you to reach the English proficiency 
requirements for entry to the University.

International Orientation
International students receive a 
comprehensive orientation program to 
familiarise them with university procedures, 
Australian study methods and social 
customs and culture. Campus tours 
and “welcome events” are also part of 
the international student induction.

International Student Advisers
Our philosophy of pastoral care ensures 
students feel confident and secure 
in Australia. International Student 
Advisers provide advice on enrolment 
and course selection, assistance with 
visas, accommodation and finance.

Library
The campus libraries provide access 
to information housed in a range of 
locations through such facilities as CD-
ROMs, databases, on-line searching 
and Telnet services. Various reciprocal 
arrangements have also been made with 
libraries in other universities, which extend 
the resources available to students. 

Mission Engagement
Each campus has a team to develop the 
University’s Mission. This can include:

Opportunities for prayer, 
reflection and retreats
Leadership formation
‘Exploring the Mission of ACU 
National’ workshops
Pastoral care
Opportunities to be involved in social 
justice and community engagement
A weekly Eucharist celebration

 
Student Associations
The Student Associations on each 
campus promote the welfare of 
students and encourage broad 
participation in university life.

»

»
»

»
»

»
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Overseas Exchange
Undergraduate and postgraduate 
students at ACU National have 
the opportunity to study overseas 
for a portion of their degree.  

you can take an exchange of one or 
two semesters at a choice of over �00 
partner universities around the world.  

Partnerships exist in:

Austria
Canada
China
Chile
England
Finland
France
Germany
Ireland
Japan
Mexico
Netherlands
Korea
Sweden
Turkey
United States

 
To be considered for international exchange, 
you need to have completed one third 
of your degree with a credit average and 
have course coordinator approval for the 
subjects to be studied on exchange.

The University offers a grant of up to $2500 
to assist with payment of the exchange 
airfare.  Exercise Science students are 
also eligible for an additional $500 grant 
provided by the School of Exercise Science.

For more information about overseas 
exchange opportunities, visit our website:

www.acu.edu.au/exchange

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

“Thinking of continuing your studies? But you also want to travel the world? 
Why not to do both at once while studying through ACU National.  It is a 
character building experience that will help you build life long relationships 
with friends from around the world.”

David Weiskopf Nipissing University, Canada
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Australia is a country of stunning 
contrasts. It is slightly smaller in 
size than the United States but only 
has a population of 2� million. It 
contains arid deserts and lush tropical 
rainforests. The original inhabitants 
of the continent were the sole 
occupants for almost 50,000 years. 
In the last 200 years migrants have 
come here from all over the world.

The safe environment and comfortable 
climate provide many opportunities to 
enjoy both the beauty of the countryside 
and beaches, and the amenities of 
the modern cosmopolitan cities.

Living Costs
The cost of living varies from city to city. 
Students require a minimum of approximately 
$A�5,000 - $A�8,000 per year for living 
expenses. This covers accommodation, 
food and transport, but does not allow 
for luxuries, entertainment or a car.

In addition, an initial establishment cost 
is usually needed to cover rental bonds 
for accommodation, furniture, electricity 
and telephone expenses. Other expenses 
may include textbooks and study aids.

Initial Expenses

Item Cost

Temporary accommodation (2 weeks) $500
Food and transport (� month) $300
Rent in advance $400
Bond (refundable after leaving) $400
Furniture and kitchenware 
(second-hand) $880

Connection charges (for utilities) $�70
Total $2650

Ongoing Expenses

Item Brisbane Sydney Melbourne

Rent  
(shared) $��0 $�30 $�20

Food 
(home 
cooking)

$70 $90 $80

Utilities 
(gas etc) $30 $30 $30

Public 
Transport $35 $40 $40

Personal $50 $50 $50
Total 
(Week) $295 $340 $320

Total 
(year) $�5340 $�7680 $�6640

All costs are in Australian dollars and can 
vary greatly. They are a guide only.

Entertainment

Most students tend to organise their own 
or take part in on-campus activities. 

Clothing

In Australia, clothing can be costly except for 
occasional bargains. If coming to a cooler 
climate (such as to Canberra, Ballarat or 
Melbourne) students should either bring 
warm clothes or budget additional funds 
to purchase them after arrival in Australia.

Travel Concessions

State government travel concessions 
are available to international students 
in Queensland and Australian Capital 
Territory, but are not offered in 
New South Wales or Victoria.  

Overseas Students Health Cover (OSHC)

The Australian government requires all 
international students and their dependants 
to obtain health insurance for the duration 
of their visas. Course length cover must be 
paid with the first semester’s tuition fee.

OSHC covers 85% of the Government-
scheduled fees for private doctors, pathology 
and x-rays. Students must make up the 
shortfall. Please note: OSHC will not cover 
any pre-existing conditions (ie those which 
existed within �8 months before the 
student began study).  The University’s 
preferred OSHC provider is Worldcare:

www.oshcworldcare.com.au 

Other

Students should note that legal, 
medical and dental services in 
Australia are quite expensive.

Accommodation
The International Education Office can book 
temporary accommodation on your behalf 
and can also provide advice about permanent 
housing. The most common accommodation 
options for international students include:

Homestay

Homestay offers international students 
the opportunity to live in a local home 
while studying in Australia. By living with 
an Australian family you will improve your 
English and get a closer understanding of 
Australian life. Students should budget 
approximately AUD$225 - $240 per week 
for Homestay which includes utilities and 
most meals.  A placement fee of AUD$�87 
is also payable (except in Melbourne).

Private rentals

you may choose to live in private rental 
accommodation near your campus. If 
necessary your International Student Adviser 
will assist you to find a suitable property. you 
should budget approximately AUD$�00 - 
$�50 per week to rent a property shared with 
others.  Utilities and food are not included.

LIVING IN AUSTRALIA



9www.acu.edu.au/international

Student Residence

Ballarat offers Camillus Residence, a modern 
complex of four-, five- and seven-bedroom 
self-contained houses (79 places), where 
residents live and prepare their own meals. A 
caretaker-supervisor is in residence.  Students 
should budget around AUD$90 per week 
for accommodation only at the Camillus 
Residence. For this type of accommodation, 
please contact the International Education 
Office after receiving a “Letter of Offer”.

Accommodation Booking

Permanent accommodation is generally 
arranged after you arrive in Australia.  
Temporary accommodation and airport 
reception services can be booked directly 
from the ACU National website, via:  
www.acu.edu.au/arrivalbookingform 

Employment
International students on a Student Visa are 
permitted to work for up to 20 hours per 
week during semester time and full-time 
during vacations (for example over the three 
month break of December to February).

Although many international and Australian 
students are successful in obtaining 
casual and part-time employment to help 
subsidise their living costs while studying, 
students should not rely on obtaining 
such work when calculating a budget. 

Support staff at each campus can 
provide information on how to seek 
casual employment in Australia, 
but it cannot be guaranteed.

Tuition Fees 
ACU National tuition fees are comparable 
with those of other Australian universities.  
Students are charged according to the 
number of units studied each semester. 
An average study load is 4 units (40 credit 
points) per semester. For unit prices, please 
refer to the Schedule of Tuition Fees. 

In addition to tuition cost 
the tuition fees cover:

Reception at the airport nearest to the 
campus (for degree courses only)
Assistance with finding accommodation 
(for degree courses only)
Orientation program
Access to all student services 
and facilities which are 
available to local students
Study skills assistance

 
Students will also need to budget for 
textbooks, Overseas Student Health Cover 
(OSHC) and living costs.  

»

»

»
»

»

Some courses may also require the 
purchase of additional items (eg. 
uniforms for nursing courses).

Tuition fees may increase by up to 3 percent 
each year for the minimum duration of 
the course as provided on your electronic 
Confirmation of Enrolment (eCOE). No 
guarantee is made for tuition fee increases 
beyond the minimum duration.

United States Student Loans

ACU National is accredited for 
US Stafford and Plus loans. 

About Student Visas
Visas generally last for the period of 
your course, and are granted on the 
condition that you must leave Australia 
soon after completion of your studies. 
The University is required to report any 
student who does not attend classes or 
who is not making satisfactory progress. 
International students are required to 
complete their course within the minimum 
duration as indicated on their eCOE.

If you wish to stay in Australia for your 
graduation ceremony (which takes 
place early in the year after completion 
of a course) you may need to apply 
in Australia for a visitor class visa.

Family (dependants)

If you intend to bring family members 
with you to Australia, you should first 
check with your nearest Australian 
Visa Office whether your visa allows 
for this. While you are in Australia, 
you will be responsible for supporting 
any dependants (ie family members). 
Tuition fees must be paid for school age 
dependants who study in Australia.

Students who obtain Permanent 
Resident Visa Status

If you are granted permanent resident 
status after commencing a semester as 
an international student, that semester 
of study may be completed but it will 
be necessary to reapply for the course 
as an Australian student for subsequent 
semesters.  Although every consideration 
will be given, there is no guarantee that 
you will be accepted back into the course, 
as the quotas for international students 
and local students are separate.

After becoming a permanent resident 
you will be liable to pay the local tuition 
fees from the date of permanent 
residence, unless it is after the relevant 
semester census date. In this case you 
will be liable for local tuition fees from 
the subsequent semester onwards.
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English Proficiency
ACU National requires international students 
from non-English speaking countries to 
demonstrate proficiency in English.

We recognise academic IELTS 
(International English Language Testing 
System) and TOEFL (Test of English as 
a Foreign Language) test results. 

Students applying with TOEFL results 
should provide their testing centre 
with the University’s Designated 
Institution (DI) code: 9623

Faculty of Arts & Sciences
Diploma programs

IELTS with an overall score of 
5.5, including an individual 
score of 5.0 for all tests; or
TOEFL internet-based score of 69 with 
a minimum writing score of 20.

 
Undergraduate programs

IELTS with an overall score of 6.0, 
including an individual score of 
6.0 in writing and speaking and 
5.5 in listening and reading; or
TOEFL internet-based score of 79 with 
a minimum writing score of 22.

 
Postgraduate programs

IELTS with an overall score of 
6.5, including an individual 
score of 6.0 for all tests; or
TOEFL internet-based score of 90 with 
a minimum writing score of 25.

»

»

»

»

»

»

Faculty of Education
Diploma programs

IELTS with an overall score of 
6.0, including an individual 
score of 6.0 for all tests; or
TOEFL internet-based score of 79 with 
a minimum writing score of 22.

 
Teacher registration programs

IELTS with an overall score of 
7.0, including an individual 
score of 7.0 for all tests; or
TOEFL internet-based score of 
�00, including a minimum score of 
25 for writing, reading, speaking 
and listening components.

 
A Faculty interview to assess oral 
proficiency may also be required.

Undergraduate programs 
without teacher registration

IELTS with an overall score of 
6.5, including an individual 
score of 6.0 for all tests; or
TOEFL internet-based score of 90 with 
a minimum writing score of 25.

 
Postgraduate programs for 
registered teachers

IELTS with an overall score of 
6.5, including an individual 
score of 6.0 for all tests; or
TOEFL internet-based score of 90 with 
a minimum writing score of 25.

Faculty of Health Sciences
Diploma programs

IELTS with an overall score of 
5.5, including an individual 
score of 5.0 for all tests; or
TOEFL internet-based score of 69 with 
a minimum writing score of 20.

 
Undergraduate and 
Postgraduate programs

IELTS with an overall score of 
6.5, including an individual 
score of 6.0 for all tests; or
TOEFL internet-based score of 90 with 
a minimum writing score of 25.

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

ENTRy REQUIREMENTS
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English Language 
Programs
If you do not meet the English Language 
requirement for entry into ACU National, 
you can enrol in an English Language 
Program. Our excellent teachers and 
proven English Language programs 
will give you the skills and confidence 
to increase your level of English.

As an English Language student, you will 
study on the university campus and will 
have access to all facilities and services. you 
will also receive a certificate of completion 
once you finish, so you can be reminded 
of your achievement and improvement.

Our English language centres are small, 
with an average class size of �5 students. 
This means teachers have more time to help 
you with any difficulties you may have.

 
General English

General English is offered all year round, 
with intakes every four weeks.

Location

North Sydney 
Melbourne

Duration

4 to 48 weeks

Level

Elementary to Upper-Intermediate

Intakes

Every 4 weeks

IELTS Test Preparation
This course is for students who need 
to prepare for an English Test.  

Location

Brisbane 
North Sydney 
Melbourne

Duration

�2 weeks

Intakes

April 
September 

English for Academic Purposes:
Direct Entry
The direct entry course means you do 
not need to sit an IELTS Test for entry 
to further study at ACU National.

Location

Brisbane 
North Sydney 
Melbourne

Duration

�2 weeks 
24 weeks

Intakes

�2 week program 
April 
September 
 
24 week program 
January 
July

“People from different cultural backgrounds and with different 
purposes are studying equally.  I see and meet people from all 
over the world every day.”

Saya Ike English Language Program
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Did you know?

Academic 
Requirements for 
Undergraduate Entry
Students require an equivalent of an 
Australian year �2 certificate for admission 
into undergraduate study at ACU National.  

High School Completion  
Accepted
High school completion from the countries 
listed below may qualify students for direct 
entry into a Bachelor Degree, providing they 
meet the following specific requirements: 

Brazil

Brazilian Secondary School Leaving Certificate 
with a minimum Grade Average of 8.0.

Canada

Average of 65% in six OAC courses in 
the Ontario Secondary School Diploma.

Czech Republic

Czech Republic Maturita. 
Grade average of 3.3.

Fiji

NZ Bursaries Exam with an aggregate 
of 263 in the best five subjects, or 
Fiji Form 7 with an aggregate of 300 
in a maximum of four subjects.

France

French Baccalaureate. 
Minimum average of �2 or assez bien.

Germany

German Abitur - 3.4.

Ghana

A minimum of two ‘C’ level passes in the 
Cambridge GCE ‘A’ level Examination.

Hungary

Hungary Maturity Certificate. 
Overall grade of 3.2.

India

Standard XII CBSE All India Senior 
School Certificate with a minimum of 
65% or Higher Secondary Certificate 
or Indian School Certificate.

Indonesia

SMU 3 - 7.2.

Ireland

Republic of Ireland Leaving Certificate. 
Aggregate score of 25 or higher in the best 
five higher or common level subjects.

Italy

Successful completion of Italian High 
School Diploma with aggregate of 70.

Lebanon

Lebanese Baccalaureate. Overall grade of �5.

Malaysia

Two ‘C’ level passes in the STPM; or 
Completion of the University of Malaya 
Entrance examination with a score of 67; or 
Completion of the Malaysian Independent 
Chinese Secondary Schools Unifies 
Examination / Senior Middle Three with a 
minimum score of 65% (Average OSSHGD) 
or if OSSD must include at least 6 OAC’s.

Mauritius

A minimum of two ‘C’ level passes in the 
Cambridge GCE ‘A’ level Examination.

Myanmar

Intermediate Certificate. Overall grade 70%.

Nigeria

A minimum of two ‘C’ level passes in the 
Cambridge GCE ‘A’ level Examination.

Poland

Matura/Swiadectwo Dojrzalosci 
with a grade 4.� pass.

Singapore

A minimum of two ‘C’ level passes in the 
Cambridge GCE ‘A’ level Examination.

Slovak Republic

Slovakian Maturita. Grade average of 3.3.

South Korea

Senior High School Diploma with a 
GPA of 3.5 or qualified for university 
entrance in South Korea in the SAECE.

Spain

Spanish University Orientation year. 
Grade average of 6.0.

Sri Lanka

Passes in three subjects in the Sri Lanka 
‘A’ Level Examination with at least 
two at “Credit” level or above. 

Thailand

Matayom 6. GPA of 3.0.

United Kingdom

A minimum of two ‘C’ level passes in the 
Cambridge GCE ‘A’ level Examination.

United States of America

United States High School Graduate 
Diploma. Grade Point average of 
2.8 and SAT scores of 500 for verbal 
and mathematical components.

If you do not meet 
the minimum entry 

requirements for 
admission into an 

ACU National Bachelor 
Degree, then you 

might be eligible to 
gain access through 
a Diploma Pathway 

Program.  

Diploma Pathway 
Programs are available 
in the following areas:

Arts

Business

Education

Environmental 
Science

Information 
Systems

Nursing

Social Science

Visual Arts and 
Design

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»



�3www.acu.edu.au/international

High School Completion 
Not Accepted 
High school completion from the countries 
listed below does not qualify students 
for direct entry into a Bachelor Degree.

Bangladesh

Chile

China (PRC)

Iran

Iraq

Japan

Jordan

Mexico

Nepal

Oman

Pakistan

Papua New Guinea

Philippines

Russia

Saudi Arabia

Taiwan

Turkey

Vietnam

 
To qualify for admission to ACU National, 
these students require successful completion 
of one of the following programs in 
addition to High School completion:

ACU National Diploma program;
Recognised pre-tertiary program;
Recognised foundation program; or
One year of study at a recognised 
tertiary or higher education institution.

»
»
»
»

High School Completion 
Individually Assessed
Students who have completed High school 
in the countries listed below will need to 
apply to ACU National for an individual 
assessment of their qualifications:

Argentina

Cambodia

Colombia

Egypt

Hong Kong

Kenya

New Zealand

Peru

Other Qualifications 
Accepted
International Baccalaureate

Successful completion with a minimum 
score of 24 with a minimum grade 
of 4 in each of the six subjects.

European Baccalaureate

Diplome du Baccalaureate European 
Zeugnis der Europaischen Reifeprufung, 
Diploma di Licenze Liceale Europea, 
Europees Baccalaureaats Diploma. 
Overall grade of 65.0.

 
Other Qualifications 
Individually Assessed 
If your country or qualification is not 
listed, please apply to the University 
for an individual assessment.
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OUR COURSES
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Associate Degree in Early Childhood 2 • • 28
Associate Degree in Environmental Science 2 y • 44
Associate Degree in Inclusive Education 
and Disability Studies 2 y • 29

Associate Degree in Visual Arts and Design 2 y • • 82
Bachelor of Arts 3 y • • • �7
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) � y • • • �8
Bachelor of Arts / Bachelor of Business 4 y • • • �8
Bachelor of Arts / Bachelor of Music 4 y • �9
Bachelor of Arts / Bachelor of Social Work 4 • • • �9
Bachelor of Business 3 y • • • 2�
Bachelor of Business (Honours) � y • • • 22
Bachelor of Business /  
Bachelor of Business Information Systems 4 y • 22

Bachelor of Business Information Systems 3 y • 5�
Bachelor of Business Information Systems (Honours) � y • 52
Bachelor of Education (Early Childhood and Primary) 4 • • • • • 30
Bachelor of Education (Primary) 4 / • • • • • 3�
Bachelor of Environmental Science 3 y • 45
Bachelor of Environmental Science (Honours) � y • 45
Bachelor of Exercise Science 3 • • 47
Bachelor of Exercise Science (Honours) � • • 48
Bachelor of Inclusive Education and Disability Studies 3 • 29
Bachelor of Music 3 y • 55
Bachelor of Music (Honours) � y • 55
Bachelor of Nursing 3 / • • • • • 60
Bachelor of Nursing (Honours) � • • • • • 6�
Bachelor of Nursing / Bachelor of Arts 4 • 59
Bachelor of Psychological Science 3 • • 65
Bachelor of Psychological Science (Honours) � • • 66
Bachelor of Social Science 3 y • • 72
Bachelor of Social Science (Counselling) 3 y • • 73
Bachelor of Social Science (Honours) � y • • 73
Bachelor of Social Work 2 • • • 74
Bachelor of Social Work (Honours) ½ • • • 74
Bachelor of Teaching (Early Childhood) 3 • • • 32
Bachelor of Teaching / Bachelor of Arts 4 / • • • 33
Bachelor of Theology 3 y • • • • 77
Bachelor of Theology (Honours) � y • • • • 77
Bachelor of Theology / Bachelor of Social Work 4 • • • 78
Bachelor of Visual Arts and Design 3 y • • 83
Bachelor of Visual Arts and Design (Honours) � y • • 84
Bachelor of youth Work 3 y • 75

/ Midyear intake available in some locations only.   
Please refer to individual course listing for further information.
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Doctor of Education 3 • • • 40
Doctor of Philosophy 4 y • • • • • • 80
Doctor of Psychology (Clinical) 3 • 67
Doctor of Psychology (Educational and Developmental) 3 • 67
Graduate Certificate in Arts (Theology) ½ y • • • • • 79
Graduate Certificate in Business Administration ½ y • • 23
Graduate Certificate in Religious Education ½ y • • • 69
Graduate Diploma in Applied Exercise 
Science (Exercise Prescription) � • 48

Graduate Diploma in Business Administration � y • • 23
Graduate Diploma in Education (Secondary) � / • • • • 34
Graduate Diploma in Music (Composition) � y • • 56
Graduate Diploma in Music (Performance) � y • • 56
Graduate Diploma in Religious Education � y • • • 69
Master of Applied Exercise Science (Exercise Prescription) 2 • 49
Master of Arts (Theology) � y • • • • • 79
Master of Business Administration �½ y • • 24
Master of Business Administration (Accounting) 2 y • • 25
Master of Business Administration (Advanced) 2 y • • 26
Master of Education � y • • • 39
Master of Education (Research) 2 y • • • • • 40
Master of Educational Leadership � y • • • 42
Master of Exercise Science (Research) 2 • • 49
Master of Information Systems �½ y • 53
Master of Information Systems (Advanced) 2 y • 53
Master of Midwifery (Research) 2 • • • 63
Master of Music � y • • 57
Master of Nursing (Management) � • 62
Master of Nursing (Practice) � • 62
Master of Nursing (Research) 2 • • • • • 63
Master of Philosophy 2 y • • • • • • 80
Master of Psychology (Clinical) 2 • 67
Master of Psychology (Educational and Developmental) 2 • 67
Master of Religious Education � y • • • • 70
Master of Teaching (Primary) 2 / • • • • 36
Master of Teaching (Secondary) 2 / • • • 37
Master of Visual Arts & Design � • 85
Postgraduate Certificate in Education ½ y • • • • 38
Postgraduate Certificate in Educational Leadership ½ y • • • 42
Postgraduate Certificate in Information Systems ½ y • 52
Postgraduate Certificate in Visual Arts and Design ½ • 84
Postgraduate Diploma in Information Systems � y • 52
Postgraduate Diploma in Psychology � • • 66
Postgraduate Diploma in Visual Arts and Design � • 84

/ Midyear intake available in some locations only.   
Please refer to individual course listing for further information.
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Did you know?

ARTS & HUMANITIES

Arts graduates have wide-ranging career opportunities in areas such as art and music therapy, libraries, art 
institutions, museums, commerce and industry, public relations, communications, publishing, journalism, 
government administration, social research institutes, heritage organisations, teaching and travel industries.
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Did you know?

Bachelor of Arts
Admission Requirements
Applicants require the equivalent of 
Australian year �2 certificate and an 
overall academic IELTS score of 6.0 (with 
minimum scores of 6.0 in speaking and 
writing, and 5.5 in listening and reading).

Course Aims
This course provides you with opportunities 
to explore, understand and appreciate 
the humanities, arts and social science 
that enrich our culture, as well as 
allowing you to develop skills and 
knowledge relevant to the workplace. 

The Bachelor of Arts course is a 
flexible program designed to produce 
knowledgeable, articulate and innovative 
graduates. Students choose their preferred 
subjects. An awareness and appreciation 
of diverse societies, cultures, values and 
cultural sensitivities are important elements. 

Graduates are valued because of their 
capacity to think systematically and critically, 
to gather and evaluate evidence from many 
sources and to communicate clearly. 

Professional Recognition
The three year undergraduate sequence in 
psychology at ACU National is accredited 
by the Australian Psychological Society. 

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 240 credit points comprised of:

�60 credit points consisting of two 
Majors or one Major plus two Minors;
At least 20 credit points from 
Mission-focussed units;
Not more than 60 credit 
points of electives; and
Volunteer Experience.

 
Volunteer Experience

Australian Catholic University endeavours 
to develop students who are able to 
exercise moral and professional autonomy 
in a pluralistic society. Graduates should be 
persons whose moral development is mature 
and who are professionally competent, and 
able to make significant contributions to 
the profession and the wider community. 
The Volunteer Experience unit enables 
students to contribute to community service 
in tangible ways that may enable ethical, 
spiritual and personal development. 

»

»

»

»

Major / Minor Sequences

Sequence
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Asian Studies Major
Australian 
Studies Major Minor

Behavioural 
Science Major Major Minor

Business & 
Communication 
Studies

Speciali-
sation

Business Studies Major Major Major
Communication Minor Minor Minor
Computing Major
Creative Arts 
& Culture

Speciali-
sation

Speciali-
sation

Drama Major Major Minor
Economics Minor Major
Education Minor Minor Minor
Family Studies Minor
Geography Major
Gender Studies Minor
History Major Major Major
Italian (advanced) Major
Japanese Minor Minor
Leisure Studies Minor
Literature Major Major Major
Mathematics Major Major
Media Major
Music Major Major
Philosophy Major Major Major
Politics Minor
Psychology Major Major
Science Studies Minor
Sociology Major Major Electives
Study of Religions Minor Minor Minor
Theological 
Studies Major Major Major

Visual Arts Major Major Major
youth Work Minor

Specialisations
Business and Communication 
Studies (Sydney only)

A Major in Business Studies, a Minor 
in Communication and a Minor in one 
of Behavioural Science, Computing, 
Economics or Mathematics; or
A Major in Economics, a Minor 
in Communication and a 
Minor in Business Studies

 
Creative Arts and Culture (Brisbane 
and Melbourne only)

Two Majors selected from 
Drama, Literature, Media*, 
Music or Visual Arts; or
A Major in one of Drama, Literature, 
Media, Music or Visual Arts; 
and two Minors selected from 
Communication, Drama, Literature, 
Media, Music or Visual Arts.

»

»

»

»

LOCATION 
Brisbane 
Strathfield 
Melbourne

DURATION 
3 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July

Students who do not 
qualify for admission 
to the Bachelor of Arts 
may enter through 
successful completion 
of a one year ACU 
National Diploma in 
Liberal Studies.   

When students 
continue onto the 
Degree they will be 
granted up to 80 
credit points, which is 
equivalent to one year 
of study.

Diploma Admission 
Requirements

Overall Academic 
IELTS 5.5 (with no 
less than 5.0 in each 
band); and

High School 
Graduation (with 
minimum 50% 
pass).

»

»
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Bachelor of Arts 
(Honours)
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.0 (with a minimum of 6.0 
in writing and speaking tests, and a minimum 
of 5.5 in listening and reading tests).

High level achievement in a three year 
Bachelor of Arts qualification.

Course Aims
The Honours degree allows students to 
build on the knowledge gained in one of 
the majors completed in the Pass degree, 
and to develop research techniques 
appropriate to their chosen discipline.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a 
total of 80 credit points, consisting of:

Fourth year units (20cp);
Research units (�0cp); and
Thesis units (50cp).

Thesis
The preparation and presentation of a thesis 
of �5,000 words related to a discipline in 
which a Major has been undertaken in 
the Pass degree and involving appropriate 
individual research supervised by staff 
appointed by the School Committee.

»
»
»

LOCATION 
Brisbane

Strathfield 
Melbourne

DURATION 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

July

LOCATION 
Brisbane

North Sydney / Strathfield
Melbourne

DURATION 
4 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

July

Bachelor of Arts/
Bachelor of Business
Admission Requirements
Applicants require the equivalent of 
Australian year �2 certificate and an 
overall academic IELTS score of 6.0 (with 
minimum scores of 6.0 in speaking and 
writing, and 5.5 in listening and reading).

Course Aims

Are you looking for a degree which 
will provide you with both a liberal 
education plus the skills to success in 
a dynamic business environment?

The dual degree course provides a flexible 
program in the liberal arts plus a focus 
on one or more of accounting, human 
resource management or marketing.  As 
part of the program, students will receive 
insight into managerial decision-making, 
business and personal leadership, the 
ethics of values-based management as 
well as relevant work experience.

Professional Recognition
The Accounting major (including the 
units Company Law and Taxation Law) is 
accredited with CPA Australia (NSW, VIC) 
and Institute of Chartered Accountants 
in Australia (QLD, NSW, VIC).

The Human Resource Management 
major is accredited with the Australian 
Human Resources Institute and the 
Australian Institute of Management.

The Marketing major is accredited 
with the Australian Marketing 
Institute (NSW and QLD).

The Information Systems major is accredited 
with the Australian Computer Society 
(provisional). 
 
Course Structure

Students are required to complete a total 
of 320 credit points, consisting of:

��0cp from Core Business units from 
the Bachelor of Business degree;
80cp from a Major in either Marketing 
or Human Resource Management;
80cp from any Bachelor of Arts Major;
40cp from one Bachelor of Arts 
Minor or from Electives;
�0cp from other units in the Schedule 
of Units in either degree; and
BIPX�00 Professional Experience A.

 
In the case of a student wishing to undertake 
a major in Accounting, a total of 320 credit 
points should be completed, consisting of:

��0 cp from Core Business units from 
the Bachelor of Business degree;
80 cp from an Accounting Major;
�0 cp from BAFN200 
Principles of FInance;
80 cp from any Bachelor of Arts Major;
40 cp from one Bachelor of Arts 
Minor or from Electives; and
BIPX�00 Professional Experience A

 
Professional Experience

Students are required to complete one 20 
day professional experience placement.  

»

»

»
»

»

»

»

»
»

»
»

»
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Bachelor of Arts/
Bachelor of Music
Admission Requirements
The equivalent of Australian year �2 
Certificate, plus an overall academic IELTS 
score of 6.0 (with a minimum of 6.0 in 
writing and speaking tests, and a minimum 
of 5.5 in listening and reading tests).

Applicants also require pipe organ, piano, 
harpsichord or voice studies equivalent to:

VCE Music Performance – Solo; or 
A Minimum of Grade 6 AMEB 
or Trinity College London.

 
Applicants must also satisfy interview 
and audition requirements.

Course Aims
This dual degree provides the opportunity 
for students to integrate studies in 
music together with a choice of various 
disciplines in the humanities. 

»
»

The Bachelor of Arts component offers a 
diversity of studies, making it attractive to 
students seeking a liberal arts education 
and the development of skills either 
as a basis for employment or as the 
foundation for further specialised study. 

The Bachelor of Music component provides a 
balanced training in practical and theoretical 
areas of music, leaving career options 
as open as possible. Alongside rigorous 
historical and theoretical studies, students 
are trained in practical skills preparing them 
for careers as professional musicians.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 32 units (320 cp) consisting of:

�40 credit points from the Bachelor of 
Arts, including two minors and electives;
�80 credit points from the Bachelor of 
Music, including practical studies, choral 
conducting, and choral experience.

»

»

LOCATION 
Melbourne

DURATION 
4 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July

LOCATION 
Brisbane
Strathfield
Canberra* 
*offered in conjunction with 
Australian National University

DURATION 
4 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

Bachelor of Arts/  
Bachelor of 
Social Work
Admission Requirements
Australian year �2 certificate or equivalent 
and an overall academic IELTS score of 6.0 
(with minimum scores of 6.0 in speaking and 
writing, and 5.5 in listening and reading).

Course Aims
Do you want to be a fully trained, highly 
skilled professional whose job it is to 
help people help themselves? you can 
serve the community professionally with 
a range of possible career options.

This course is designed for students who 
want to combine studies in the liberal arts 
with a vocational focus on social work. The 
aim of the joint degree program is to provide 
an education in social work that is informed 
by a critical understanding of the liberal arts. 
It is oriented to the professional values and 
practices in the social work profession.  

Professional Recognition
All graduates of the program are eligible 
for membership of the AASW.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 320 credit points consisting of:

80 cp from any Bachelor of Arts Major;
40 cp from a Behavioural Science Minor;
20 cp from SOCI�00 Introduction 
to Sociology and SOCI234 
Sociological Theory and Practice;
20 cp from any other units listed 
in the Schedule of Unit Offerings 
to the Bachelor of Arts degree, 
including at least �0 cp as one 
Mission-focussed unit;
�20 cp from Core units from the 
Bachelor of Social Work; and
40 cp from Field Placements units.

 
Students in Canberra will undertake the 
Bachelor of Arts component of the program 
at Australian National University (ANU).

Professional Experience
Students are required to complete two 
units of field experience of 500 hours. Each 
unit consists of two modules: University 
based integrative practice seminar program 
and a supervised field placement. By the 
end of the second field placement it is 
expected that students will be able to work 
in both direct and indirect practice contexts 
with the autonomy and competence 
that is expected of a new graduate.

»
»
»

»

»

»
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Did you know?

BUSINESS AND MANAGEMENT

Business and marketing graduates adopt a number of career paths, such as human resources management, 
fundraising, public relations and advertising, while accountants take up positions in financial accounting, 
forensic accounting and commercial law.
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Did you know?

Bachelor of Business
Admission Requirements
The equivalent of Australian year �2 
Certificate with completion of an 
appropriate unit of Mathematics.

Academic IELTS 6.0 (with a minimum of 6.0 
in speaking and writing tests, and minimum 
of 5.5 in reading and listening tests).

Course Aims
Do you have what it takes to keep up in 
today’s contemporary business world?  
Each business faces constantly changing 
demands. This course will teach you how 
to succeed from entry level employment 
through to strategic managerial positions.

you will develop an understanding of, and 
proficiency in, the principles of business 
required in a variety of commercial, industrial 
and service organisations. This will include 
agencies across all levels of government 
and a variety of ‘not-for-profit’ bodies.

The ACU National Bachelor of Business 
provides a contemporary business education, 
underpinned by the principles and practices 
of ethical corporate behaviour. It offers 
professional experience in the workplace.

Professional Recognition
The Accounting major (including the 
unit Principles of Finance) is accredited 
with CPA Australia (NSW, VIC) and 
Institute of Chartered Accountants 
in Australia (QLD, NSW, VIC).

The Human Resource Management 
major is accredited with the Australian 
Human Resources Institute and the 
Australian Institute of Management.

The Marketing major is accredited 
with the Australian Marketing 
Institute (NSW and QLD).

The Information Systems major 
is accredited with the Australian 
Computer Society (provisional).

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 240 credit points, consisting of:

Core Units (��0cp);
Major (80cp);
Electives (up to 50cp); and
BIPX�00 Professional Experience A.

»
»
»
»

Core Units
ACCT�00 Principles of Accounting
BUSN�00 Reasoning and 
Communication
BUSN202 Professional Ethics 
ECON�04 Business Economics 
HRMG�00 Management and People
ISyS�0� Fundamentals of Business IS 
ISyS��0 Applied Business IS
LEGL�0� Introduction to Law 
MGMT304 Strategic Management
MKTG�00 Principles of Marketing 
STAT�02 Business Statistics

 
Majors

Majors
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Accounting yes yes yes

Financial Services - yes -

Human Resource 
Management yes yes yes

Information 
Systems yes yes yes

Marketing yes yes yes

Hospitality 
Management Only available to approved 

articulating students
Tourism

 
Professional Experience
Students are required to complete one �5 
day professional experience placement, 
normally in the second year of the 
program. It focuses on a period of personal 
service in a community organisation.

Students who opt to undertake additional 
Professional Experience electives will 
have the opportunity to specialise and 
gain insight into an identified future 
career areas honing their skills and 
opportunities with a view to eventual 
post university full-time employment.

»
»

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

LOCATION 
Brisbane
North Sydney
Melbourne

DURATION 
3 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July

Students who do not 
qualify for admission 
to the Bachelor of 
Business may enter 
through successful 
completion of a one 
year ACU National 
Diploma in Business.   

When students 
continue onto the 
Degree they will be 
granted 80 credit 
points, which is 
equivalent to one year 
of study.

Diploma Admission 
Requirements

Overall Academic 
IELTS 5.5 (with no 
less than 5.0 in 
each band); and

High School 
Graduation (with 
minimum 50% 
pass).

»

»
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Bachelor of Business 
(Honours)
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.0 (with a minimum of 
6.0 in writing and speaking tests, and a 
minimum of 5.5 in listening and reading 
tests) and high level achievement in a three 
year Bachelor of Business qualification

Course Aims
The Honours degree allows students 
to advance their knowledge within an 
area of the business disciplines, whilst 
also developing research design skills 
and applying appropriate research 
methods to a business problem.

The course includes a research methods 
unit where students are exposed to possible 
research methods and their applications, an 
advanced coursework unit where students 
can explore the dimensions of the disciplinary 
area in which they have chosen to write 
their Honours thesis, a research analysis 
unit and the writing of an Honours thesis.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a 
total of 80 credit points, consisting of:

Research units (30cp); and
Thesis units (50cp).

Thesis
The thesis will be prepared under the 
guidance of a supervisor appointed by the 
School Committee on the recommendation 
of the Head of School. Normally the 
supervisor will be the same person appointed 
to do the proposal with the student.

Students will have direct experience in 
the research process from the formulation 
of appropriate research questions, 
research design, data collection, analysis 
and detailed reporting of research 
findings in order to prepare and publish 
a thesis based on original research.

»
»

LOCATION 
Brisbane

North Sydney
Melbourne

DURATION 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

July

LOCATION 
North Sydney

DURATION 
4 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

July

Bachelor of Business/
Bachelor of Business 
Information Systems
Admission Requirements
The equivalent of Australian year �2 
Certificate with completion of an appropriate 
unit of Mathematics, plus an overall academic 
IELTS score of 6.0 (with a minimum of 6.0 in 
writing and speaking tests, and a minimum 
of 5.5 in listening and reading tests).

Course Aims
Technical skills combined with strong 
business understanding are increasingly in 
demand in the competitive world of business. 
This course is designed for students who 
wish to combine high quality information 
systems skills with business understanding 
through majors in accounting, human 
resource management or marketing.

Graduate career options in business fields 
are broadened by the development of 
information technology skills suitable for 
working in technical support roles, and in 
emerging employment niches such as data 
communications and website development. 

Professional Recognition

The program is accredited with the 
Australian Computer Society (provisional).  

Accreditation for majors in Accounting, 
Human Resource Management and 
Marketing are described in the Bachelor 
of Business listing on page 2�.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 320 credit points consisting of:

�40cp of Core Units from the 
Bachelor of Business/Bachelor of 
Business Information Systems;
80cp from a Major, from the Bachelor 
of Business, in Human Resource 
Management, Marketing, Accounting, 
and Financial Services (Sydney only);
80cp from a Major from the Bachelor 
of Business Information Systems in 
E-Business or Business Intelligence;
20cp of from either degree, 
providing prerequisite and corequisite 
requirements are met (students taking 
an Accounting major must complete 
BAFN202 Principles of Finance); and
BIPX�00 Professional Experience A.

»

»

»

»

»
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Did you know?

Graduate Certificate 
in Business 
Administration  
or 
Graduate Diploma 
in Business 
Administration
Admission Requirements
Applicants must have an overall 
academic IELTS of 6.5 (with 6.0 for all 
tests) as well as one of the following:

Bachelor’s degree in any discipline; or
Professional experience in management/
leadership positions to be eligible 
for a member grade status of a 
relevant professional organisation.

 
Students wishing to undertake coursework 
units in Information Systems must have a 
Bachelor Degree in a computing discipline or 
sufficient professional computing experience.

Course Aims
This Graduate Certificate in Business 
Administration and Graduate Diploma in 
Business Administration are introductory 
short courses in business which aim to 
build upon students’ undergraduate study 
in the field through examination of the key 
dimensions of business operational tasks and 
processes in an environment of rapid change.

The courses assist students to understand 
management processes in organisations 
in the private and public sectors. Students 
acquire a deeper knowledge of theoretical, 
conceptual and ethical issues applying 
to business processes. They are able to 
analyse, evaluate, and justify business 
processes in a changing environment.

»
»

Course Structure
Graduate Certificate in 
Business Administration

Students must complete a total of 40 
credit points comprising any core or 
elective units from the Master of Business 
Administration (Advanced) or the Master 
of Business Administration (Accounting) 
degrees (excluding research units).

Graduate Diploma in Business 
Administration

Students must complete a total of 
80 credit points comprising:

At least 40cp from Core units; and
Up to 40cp from Coursework Electives.

 
The units must be selected from the 
Master of Business Administration 
(Advanced) or the Master of Business 
Administration (Accounting) degrees 
(excluding research units).

Units
The units below represent a selection 
of those available from within the 
Master of Business Administration 
(Advanced) or the Master of Business 
Administration (Accounting).

Unit availability varies on each 
campus and in each semester.

ECON600 Managerial Economics
BUSO600 Ethical Leadership
BAFI600 Corporate Finance
MKTG600 Marketing Management
LEGL602 Taxation Law 
INFO603 Database Systems
INFO605 Electronic Commerce
INFO6�7 Web Technologies
INFO604 Distributed Systems
INFO607 Information Management
INFO609 Information Systems Security
INFO6�2 Software Design
MKTG602 International Marketing
MKTG60� Corporate Marketing 
MKTG602 International Marketing 
MKTG603 Marketing Research
MKTG607 Internet Marketing
MKTG608 Services Marketing
MGMT62� Management of Change
MGMT622 Quality Management
MGMT627 Project Management
MGMT63� Employment Relations 
MGMT637 Knowledge Management
PERS602 Managing Diversity  
EXSC660 Policy Development in Sport
EXSC662 Sport in the Global Economy
EXSC667 Sport, Culture and Politics

»
»

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

LOCATION 
North Sydney 
Melbourne

DURATION 
Graduate Certificate: 
� semester full-time

Graduate Diploma:
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July

The Graduate 
Certificate in Business 
Administration and 
Graduate Diploma in 
Business Administration 
can articulate, with 
credit, into further 
postgraduate study 
at ACU National in 
approved  programs: 

Master of Business 
Administration

MBA (Accounting)

MBA (Advanced)

»

»

»
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Master of Business 
Administration
Admission Requirements
Applicants must have an overall 
academic IELTS of 6.5 (with 6.0 for all 
tests) as well as one of the following:

Bachelor’s degree in any discipline; or
Professional experience in management/
leadership positions to be eligible 
for a member grade status of a 
relevant professional organisation.

 
Students wishing to undertake a 
specialisation in Information Systems 
must have a Bachelor Degree in a 
computing discipline or sufficient 
professional computing experience.

Course Aims
Master of Business Administration aims 
to build upon students’ undergraduate 
study through examination of the key 
dimensions of business operational tasks 
and processes in an environment of rapid 
change. It is intended to enable students to:

Understand management 
processes in organisations in the 
private and public sectors;
Acquire a deeper knowledge of 
theoretical, conceptual and ethical issues 
applying to the business processes;
Analyse, evaluate, and justify business 
processes in an changing environment;
Develop business management skills 
for use in an employer organisation;
Acquire research skills for use 
in employer organisations;
Enhance effective people skills;
Build and improve their leadership skills;
Acquire strategic skills;
Develop an international orientation; and
Develop effective ethical understanding 
of problems in organisations.

 
Course Structure
Students will complete a total of 
�20 credit points, comprising:

Core Units (80cp)
Electives Units chosen from 
any Specialisation (40cp)

Elective Units
For an example of elective units, 
please refer to page 23. For a list of 
Specialisations, please refer to page 26.

»
»

»

»

»

»

»

»
»
»
»
»

»
»

Core Units
ECON600 Managerial Economics

This unit is concerned with the nature 
and significance of economic reasoning. 
The student will be taught to employ 
this reasoning to attain a greater 
understanding of a number of topical 
social and business questions.

ACCT600 Accounting for Decision-Making

As a manager who will be involved in the 
decision-making process, you need to 
know how to use accounting information 
in making economic decisions. To make 
many decisions in an effective way, you 
need to become “accounting literate”.

MGMT64� Organisational Dynamics 
and Change Management

Participants are encouraged to take a 
strategic approach to the management of 
organisational change using contemporary 
organisational change theories and practices.

BUSO600 Ethical Leadership

This unit reflects on the nature of 
ethical leadership and what this means 
for the management processes and 
work practices of institutions.

BAFI600 Corporate Finance

Corporate Finance is grounded in the theories 
and practice of financial management to 
enable the student to make knowledgeable 
financial management decisions.

MKTG600 Marketing Management

This unit is designed to provide you with 
sufficient knowledge of marketing principles 
that will enable you to understand the basic 
role and operation of a marketing manager.

MGMT640 Strategic Management 
and Decision-Making 

This unit provides the conceptual 
frameworks and skills required by 
management for effective strategic 
planning and decision-making.

BUSO603 Corporate Governance 
and Social Responsibility 

This unit provides an introduction to the 
theoretical, conceptual and ethical issues 
which impinge on the way in which 
corporate directors and managers work, 
solve problems and interact. MGMT663 
Ethics and Organisational Governance can 
be taken as an alternative to this unit.

LOCATION 
North Sydney 

Melbourne

DURATION 
�.5 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

July

Master of Business 
Administration students 
can extend their studies 

and obtain deeper 
knowledge in their area 
of interest. 120cp credit 
can be granted towards 

the following ACU 
National programs: 

MBA (Accounting)

MBA (Advanced)

»

»
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Master of Business 
Administration 
(Accounting)
Admission Requirements
Applicants must have an overall 
academic IELTS of 6.5 (with 6.0 for all 
tests) as well as one of the following:

Bachelor Degree in any discipline; or
Professional experience in management/
leadership positions to be eligible 
for a member grade status of a 
relevant professional organisation.

 
Course Aims
The MBA (Accounting) aims to build upon 
students’ undergraduate study through 
examination of the key dimensions of 
business operational tasks and processes 
in an environment of rapid change. It also 
provides students with in-depth study in 
accounting and to this end is specifically 
aimed at meeting professional accreditation 
requirements for its graduates.

Professional Recognition
The MBA (Accounting) has been jointly 
accredited by CPA Australia and by the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants in 
Australia (ICAA). Graduates of the MBA 
(Accounting) are eligible for associate 
membership of CPA Australia and entry 
into the CA program of the ICAA.

Course Structure
Students will complete a total of 
�60 credit points, comprising:

Core Units (80cp); and
Accounting Specialisation Units (80cp).

 
Core Units
Refer to units and decriptions on page 24.

»
»

»
»

Accounting Specialisation Units
ACCT60� Australian Auditing 
& Assurance Services

This unit introduces the concepts and 
practice of auditing, the way the profession 
has developed and the way the profession is 
meeting current business and social needs.

ACCT602 Accounting and Accountability

This unit provides an understanding of the 
relationship between accounting and the 
economic, social and natural environments.

ACCT603 Accounting for 
Corporate Structures

This unit covers the accounting methods 
used in forming, reorganising, consolidating 
and liquidating company structures, 
and preparing financial statements.

ACCT604 Strategic 
Managerial Accounting

This unit covers various cost concepts 
used in cost-volume-profit analysis, 
flexible budgeting, standard costing, 
variance analysis, differential costing 
and time value (cost) of money.

ACCT605 Strategic Resource 
Management

This unit provides an extension of 
management accounting to organisational 
strategic areas of quality and performance.

BAFI602 Financial Analysis 
and Business Valuation

This unit provides an analysis of 
accounting theory with financial analysis 
to arrive at a holistic understanding of 
the significance of financial statements.

LEGL60� Commercial and 
Corporations Law

The purpose of this unit is to examine 
the main principles of company law and 
commercial law as they affect accountants.

LEGL602 Taxation Law

This unit provides an introduction to 
a broad range of taxation topics.

LOCATION 
North Sydney 
Melbourne

DURATION 
2 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July

“I have incorporated a company to import vending machines 
and related technology products into the Australian markets. I 
do believe that my education at ACU National and exposure I 
got in Australia contributed a lot to getting the confidence in 
myself to go ahead to venture into this business.”  

Chinmay Patel Accounting
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Master of Business 
Administration 
(Advanced)
Admission Requirements
Applicants must have an overall 
academic IELTS of 6.5 (with 6.0 for all 
tests) as well as one of the following:

Bachelor Degree in any discipline; or
Professional experience in management/
leadership positions to be eligible 
for a member grade status of a 
relevant professional organisation.

 
Students wishing to undertake a 
specialisation in Information Systems 
must have a Bachelor’s degree in a 
computing discipline or sufficient 
professional computing experience.

Course Aims
The MBA (Advanced) aims to build upon 
students’ undergraduate study through 
examination of the key dimensions of 
business operational tasks and processes 
in an environment of rapid change. 

The extended course structure allows 
students to choose to study over a broad 
range of business administration disciplines 
in addition to a major specialisation, or it 
allows them to pursue a second specialisation.

Course Structure
Students will complete a total of 
�60 credit points, comprising:

Core Units (80cp); and
Electives Units chosen from any 
Specialisation, four of which must 
come from one Specialisation (80cp).

 

»
»

»
»

Core Units
ECON600 Managerial Economics
ACCT600 Accounting for 
Decision-Making
MGMT64�Organisational Dynamics 
and Change Management
BUSO600 Ethical Leadership
BAFI600 Corporate Finance
MKTG600 Marketing Management
MGMT640 Strategic Management 
and Decision-Making 
BUSO603 Corporate Governance and 
Social Responsibility or MGMT663 
Ethics and Organisational Governance

 
Specialisations
Brisbane

International Business 
Marketing 
People Management

 
North Sydney

Accounting 
E-commerce 
Information Systems
Marketing 
People Management 

 
Melbourne

Accounting
Sports Management

»
»

»

»
»
»
»

»

»
»
»

»
»
»
»
»

»
»

LOCATION 
North Sydney 

Melbourne

DURATION 
2 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

July

I came here in July 2004 to do my MBA, and I felt  
the program was great and had lot of flexibility.  

The course content was good too. I know I made  
the right decision.

Sarika Vaz MBA
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Did you know?

EDUCATION

Alongside classroom teaching, education graduates are qualified to undertake new roles using collaborative 
teaching, tailoring curriculum and information technology, as well as a variety of administrative, management 

and planning roles. They practise in a range of settings such as preschools, primary and secondary schools, 
special education, institutes of technical and further education (TAFE), Vocational Education and Training 

(VET), community education centres, private colleges, universities and workplaces.
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Did you know?

Associate Degree in 
Early Childhood
Admission Requirements
Applicants require the equivalent of 
Australian year �2 certificate and an 
overall academic IELTS score of 6.5 (with 
a minimum score of 6.0 in all sub-tests). 
Pre-requisites may also apply for entry 
into some major and minor sequences. 

Students completing an Australian 
year �2 in NSW, must have the 
equivalent of Band 2 Mathematics.

Course Aims
This course focuses on preparing people 
to work in centres which cater for children 
aged 0-5, introducing them to children’s 
development, learning and education, 
care and wellbeing of children, inclusion 
and disability as well as giving them some 
background studies in key curriculum areas 
such as literacy, numeracy and science.

The course aims to produce early childhood 
educators who are expected to be competent 
in the areas of pedagogy, curriculum, 
assessment and evaluation, working in 
diverse centre and school contexts, to 
have a commitment to the whole person, 
to professional ethics and social justice.

Course Structure
Students will complete a total of 
�60 credit points, comprising:

70cp in Education Studies;
40cp in Curriculum Foundation Studies;
40cp in Curriculum and Pedagogy;
�0cp in Inclusion and 
Disability Studies; and
Three Professional Experience units

»
»
»
»

»

Professional Recognition
Graduates are eligible to be employed 
in New South Wales as Primary Contact 
Staff Member for Children under 
2 and Authorised Supervisor. 

Professional Experience
Students accepting a place in this 
course are required to participate in 
a number of professional placements 
throughout their program. 

In order to participate in professional 
experience it is the responsibility of each 
student to ensure that they are able to 
successfully complete the child protection 
screening required in their state.  These 
are: Police Check (Canberra), Blue 
Card (Brisbane), Working with Children 
Check (Ballarat, Melbourne), Prohibited 
Employment declaration (Strathfield). 

Students, who are not cleared for 
working with children and therefore not 
be able to be placed in a compulsory 
professional placement, will not be 
able to complete their course.

LOCATION 
Strathfield

Canberra

DURATION 
2 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

Graduates of the 
Associate Degree in 
Early Childhood can 
extend their studies 

and obtain deeper 
knowledge in their area 
of interest. 160cp credit 
can be granted towards 

the following ACU 
National programs: 

Bachelor of 
Teaching  

(Early Childhood)

Bachelor of 
Education (Early 

Childhood and 
Primary)

»

»
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Did you know?

Associate Degree in 
Inclusive Education 
and Disability Studies 
or 
Bachelor of Inclusive 
Education and 
Disability Studies
Admission Requirements
Applicants require the equivalent of 
Australian year �2 certificate and an 
overall academic IELTS score of 6.5 (with 
a minimum score of 6.0 in all sub-tests). 

Course Aims
If you would like to make a difference 
in people’s lives, this course will appeal 
to you. The course focuses on rights, 
empowerment, social justice, education 
and development for disadvantaged people 
and, in particular, people with a disability.

It is one of the few opportunities 
you have to take a university course 
in this area. The course opens up 
pathways for graduates to pursue 
careers in schools, communities, policy 
development, management, coordination, 
employment support and more.

The course aims to develop graduates’ skills 
to empower people with disabilities through 
inclusive education and development 
supports across the lifespan. The course 
consists of units that encompass a 
holistic view of disability and the social 
structures that influence learning and 
development for people with a disability. 
This includes theoretical frameworks for 
understanding disability, social justice 
and empowerment, advocacy, influence 
of disability on learning, social dynamics 
and positive behaviour support.

Students will have the opportunity 
to tailor the course to their particular 
interest areas through the selection of 
topics of interest in assessment tasks, 
fieldwork components and the selection 
of specialisation units.  The majority of 
assessments are assignment or project 
based which facilitates the development 
of interest areas and the integration of 
practice and theory components.

The Associate Degree provides a 
pathway to the Bachelor of Inclusive 
Education and Disability Studies. 

Professional Recognition
Graduates from both programs are eligible 
to be employed in New South Wales as 
Primary Contact Staff Member for Children 
under 2 and Authorised Supervisor.

Course Structure
Associate Degree in Inclusive 
Education and Disability Studies

Students will complete a total of 
�60 credit points, comprising:

�40cp from Discipline Studies; and
20cp from Professional 
Practice Specialisations

Bachelor of Inclusive Education 
and Disability Studies

Students are required to complete a total 
of 240 credit points, consisting of:

�80cp from Discipline Studies; and
60cp from one of the Professional 
Practice Specialisations

 
Professional Experience
Students accepting a place in this 
course are required to participate in 
a number of professional placements 
throughout their program. 

In order to participate in professional 
experience it is the responsibility of each 
student to ensure that they are able to 
successfully complete the child protection 
screening required in their state. These 
are: Police Check (Canberra), Blue 
Card (Brisbane), Working with Children 
Check (Ballarat, Melbourne), Prohibited 
Employment declaration (Strathfield). 

Students, who are not cleared for 
working with children and therefore not 
be able to be placed in a compulsory 
professional placement, will not be 
able to complete their course.

Discipline Studies
Education Studies
Learning/Teaching
Community Inclusion
Professional Practice Studies

Professional Practice 
Specialisations

Community Services
School Education

»
»

»
»

»
»
»
»

»
»

LOCATION 
Strathfield

DURATION 
Associate Degree
2 years full-time

Bachelor 
3 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

Students who 
successfully complete 
the Associate Degree 
in Inclusive Education 
and Disability Studies 
can continue their 
studies at a more 
advanced level.

Students can articulate 
into the Bachelor of 
Inclusive Education and 
Disability Studies with 
full credit (160cp) for 
the subjects already 
completed within the 
Associate Degree. 
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Bachelor of Education 
(Early Childhood 
and Primary)
Admission Requirements
Applicants require the equivalent of 
Australian year �2 certificate and an 
overall academic IELTS score of 7.0 (with 
a minimum score of 7.0 in all sub-tests). 
Pre-requisites may also apply for entry 
into some major and minor sequences.

Students completing an Australian year �2 
in NSW who do not achieve Band 4 in two 
units of English and Mathematics will be 
required to complete concurrent literacy and 
numeracy units within their program of study.

Course Aims
Do you want to develop the professional 
knowledge and skills that will enable 
you to support young children in 
the crucial formative stages of their 
development and learning?  

This course will enable you to teach children 
in early childhood settings such as pre-
schools and primary schools with particular 
strengths in literacy, mathematics, science 
and technology. There are rich opportunities 
for extensive professional experiences in 
schools and early childhood settings, from 
the first year of the program, providing you 
with the opportunity of experiencing the 
practical vitality and reality of the classroom.

Professional Recognition
Graduates are eligible for registration as a 
primary school teacher and accreditation 
to teach in government, independent and 
Catholic schools. Graduates are eligible 
to be employed in New South Wales as 
Primary Contact Staff member for children 
under 2, Authorised Supervisor and 
Teaching Staff member in 0-5 centres.

Teacher registration requires students to 
meet the English language requirements in 
their state. It is the student’s responsibility to 
develop their English language skills during 
their candidature to ensure that they meet 
the registration guidelines, which usually 
require a score of at least 7.0 in each of 
the IELTS bands and 7.5 in some states.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 320 credit points, consisting of:

��0cp in Education Studies;
70cp in Curriculum Foundation Studies;
80cp in Curriculum and Pedagogy;
20cp in Inclusion and Disability Studies;
40cp in Elective units; and
Five Professional Experience units.

 
Education Studies Units

EDCU�0� Early Childhood 
Education � – Early Childhood 
Pedagogy and Curriculum 
EDCU202 Early Childhood 
Education 4 – Building Curriculum 
Connections and Continuities 
EDFD�27 Contexts for Learning 
and Development 
EDFD�36 Early Childhood Education 
2 – The Ecology of Childhood 
EDFD220 Teaching and Managing 
Learning Environments 
EDFD22� Creating Inclusive, 
Safe and Supportive Schools
EDFD227 Early Childhood Education 
3 – Partnerships for Learning 
EDFD3�4 Early Childhood Education 
5 – Early Childhood Leadership 
EDFD452 Transition to the Profession 
EDFD458 Catering for Diversity 
in the Classroom 
EDTS2�0 Teaching and Learning: 
Preparing for Contexts of the Field

 
Professional Experience
Students accepting a place in this course 
are required to participate in a number 
of professional placements throughout 
their program. In order to participate in 
professional experience it is the responsibility 
of each student to ensure that they are able 
to successfully complete the child protection 
screening required in their state. These 
are: Police Check (Canberra), Blue Card 
(Brisbane), Working with Children Check 
(Ballarat, Melbourne), Prohibited Employment 
declaration (Strathfield). Students, who 
are not cleared for working with children 
and therefore not be able to be placed in 
a compulsory professional placement, will 
not be able to complete their course.

In addition, students in Victoria must 
obtain and present their relevant police 
check from their home country and 
from any other country where they have 
been domiciled for twelve months or more 
for the last ten years. These police checks 
must be sighted and authenticated before 
students will be permitted to undertake 
a Professional Experience in schools.

»
»
»
»
»
»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»
»

»

Preservice programs for teacher registration
LOCATION 

Brisbane
Strathfield

Canberra
Ballarat

Melbourne

DURATION 
4 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
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Did you know?

Bachelor of 
Education (Primary)
Admission Requirements
Applicants require the equivalent of 
Australian year �2 certificate and an 
overall academic IELTS score of 7.0 (with 
a minimum score of 7.0 in all sub-tests). 

Students completing an Australian 
year �2 in NSW who do not achieve 
Band 4 in two units of English and 
Mathematics will be required to complete 
concurrent literacy and numeracy units 
within their program of study.

Course Aims
Primary school teaching is an energising and 
exciting progression that utilises a variety of 
skills. These include creativity, organisation 
and administration combined with strong 
interpersonal and communication skills.  
ACU National has a long-held reputation as a 
leading provider of quality teacher education.

The course prepares you to teach in all 
sectors – government, independent and 
Catholic. you will gain a degree with 
a reputation of high academic rigour 
that meets accreditation standards and 
strengths in the national priorities of literacy, 
numeracy, science and technology.

Professional Recognition
Graduates are eligible for registration 
as a primary school teacher and 
accreditation to teach in government, 
independent and Catholic schools. 

Teacher registration requires students to 
meet the English language requirements in 
their state. It is the student’s responsibility 
to develop their English language skills 
during their candidature to ensure that 
they meet the registration guidelines, 
which usually require a score of at 
least 7.0 in each of the IELTS bands.

Course Structure
Students will complete a total of 
320 credit points, comprising:

60cp from Education Studies;
Studies in Curriculum and 
Pedagogy units as follows: 

�40cp for students in NSW; 
�30cp for students in VIC; 
�20cp or �30cp for 
students in QLD; 

�00cp from Curriculum Foundation 
Studies, consisting of: 

�0cp from Indigenous 
Studies; 
30cp from Theology or 30cp 

»
»

•
•
•

»

•

•

from Lutheran Education 
or, for students who do not 
seek accreditation to teach 
Religious Education, 20cp 
from Theology or Philosophy 
and �0cp from Electives; 
20cp from Mathematics; 
20cp from English; 
20cp from Science; 

Remaining credit points 
from Electives; and 
Professional Experience consisting 
of a minimum of 80 supervised 
teaching days and 20 days of school 
and community-based learning. 

 
Education Studies

EDFD�27 Contexts for Learning 
and Development 
EDFD�33 Understanding Learning 
EDFD220 Teaching and Managing 
Learning Environments 
EDFD22� Creating Inclusive, 
Safe and Supportive Schools 
EDFD452 Transition into the Profession 
EDTS2�0 Teaching and Learning: 
Preparing for the Contexts of the Field

 
Professional Experience
Students accepting a place in this 
course are required to participate in 
a number of professional placements 
throughout their program. 

In order to participate in professional 
experience it is the responsibility of each 
student to ensure that they are able to 
successfully complete the child protection 
screening required in their state. These 
are: Police Check (Canberra), Blue 
Card (Brisbane), Working with Children 
Check (Ballarat, Melbourne), Prohibited 
Employment declaration (Strathfield). 

Students, who are not cleared for 
working with children and therefore not 
be able to be placed in a compulsory 
professional placement, will not be 
able to complete their course.

In addition, students in Victoria must 
obtain and present their relevant police 
check from their home country and from 
any other country/ies where they have 
been domiciled for twelve months or more 
for the last ten years. These police checks 
must be sighted and authenticated before 
students will be permitted to undertake 
a Professional Experience in schools.

•
•
•

»

»

»

»
»

»

»
»

LOCATION 
Brisbane
Strathfield 
Canberra
Ballarat 
Melbourne

DURATION 
4 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July*
* July entry unavailable 
in Strathfield, Ballarat 
or Melbourne

Students who do not 
qualify for admission 
to the Bachelor of 
Education (Primary) 
may enter through 
successful completion 
of a one year ACU 
National Diploma in 
Educational Studies.   

When students 
continue onto the 
Degree they will be 
granted 80 credit 
points, which is 
equivalent to one 
year of study.

Diploma Admission 
Requirements

Overall Academic 
IELTS 6.0 (with no 
less than 6.0 in 
each band); and

High School 
Graduation (with 
minimum 50% 
pass).

»

»
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Bachelor of Teaching 
(Early Childhood)
Admission Requirements
Applicants require the equivalent of 
Australian year �2 certificate and an 
overall academic IELTS score of 7.0 (with 
a minimum score of 7.0 in all sub-tests).

Course Aims
Do you want to develop the professional 
knowledge and skills that will enable 
you to support young children in 
the crucial formative stages of their 
development and learning? 

This course focuses on children from 
birth to eight years and is a three year 
course which has accreditation for 
working in a variety of early childhood 
settings, including kindergartens, pre-
schools and childcare centres. 

There are rich opportunities for extensive 
professional experiences in early childhood 
settings and an emphasis on social 
justice, equity and values education 
throughout the courses, catering for the 
learning needs of a diverse audience, 
including indigenous students. 

Professional Recognition
Graduates will be accredited for 
working in a variety of early childhood 
settings, including kindergartens, pre-
schools and childcare centres.

Graduates are eligible to be employed 
in New South Wales as Primary Contact 
Staff member for children under 2, 
Authorised Supervisor and Teaching 
Staff member in 0-5 centres.

Course Structure
Students will complete a total of 
240 credit points, comprising:

90cp in Education Studies;
60cp in Curriculum Foundation Studies;
60cp in Curriculum and Pedagogy;
20cp in Inclusion and Disability Studies;
�0cp in Elective units; and
Four Professional Experience units.

»
»
»
»
»
»

Education Studies Units
EDCU�0� Early Childhood 
Education �– Early Childhood 
Pedagogy and Curriculum    
EDCU202 Early Childhood 
Education 4 – Building Curriculum 
Connections and Continuities 
EDFD�27 Contexts for Learning 
and Development
EDFD�36 Early Childhood Education 
2 – The Ecology of Childhood 
EDFD220 Teaching and Managing 
Learning Environments 
EDFD22� Creating Inclusive, 
Safe and Supportive Schools 
EDFD227 Early Childhood Education 
3 – Partnerships for Learning 
EDFD3�4 Early Childhood Education 
5 – Early Childhood Leadership 
EDTS2�0 Teaching and Learning: 
Preparing for Contexts of the Field

 
Professional Experience
Students accepting a place in this 
course are required to participate in 
a number of professional placements 
throughout their program.

In order to participate in professional 
experience it is the responsibility of each 
student to ensure that they are able to 
successfully complete the child protection 
screening required in their state. These 
are: Police Check (Canberra), Blue 
Card (Brisbane), Working with Children 
Check (Ballarat, Melbourne), Prohibited 
Employment declaration (Strathfield). 

Students, who are not cleared for 
working with children and therefore not 
be able to be placed in a compulsory 
professional placement, will not be 
able to complete their course.

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

LOCATION 
Brisbane

Strathfield
Canberra

DURATION 
3 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
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Bachelor of Teaching/
Bachelor of Arts
Admission Requirements
Applicants require the equivalent of 
Australian year �2 certificate and an 
overall academic IELTS score of 7.0 (with 
a minimum score of 7.0 in all sub-tests). 
Pre-requisites may also apply for entry 
into some major and minor sequences.

Students completing an Australian 
year �2 in NSW who do not achieve 
Band 4 in two units of English and 
Mathematics will be required to complete 
concurrent literacy and numeracy units 
within their program of study.

Course Aims
Schools are changing and so is the work 
of teachers. Teaching can offer you a 
creative, stimulating and rewarding 
career.  This program is designed 
for you if becoming a teacher in a 
secondary school is your ambition.

This dual degree will enable you to teach in 
all sectors – government, independent and 
Catholic.  It provides academically rigorous 
degrees meeting accreditation standards.

There is an emphasis on social justice, 
equity and values education throughout 
the course catering for the learning 
needs of a diverse range of students, 
including indigenous students.

Professional Recognition
Graduates are eligible for registration 
as a secondary school teacher and 
accreditation to teach in government, 
independent and Catholic schools. 

Teacher registration requires students to 
meet the English language requirements in 
their state. It is the student’s responsibility to 
develop their English language skills during 
their candidature to ensure that they meet 
the registration guidelines, which usually 
require a score of at least 7.0 in each of the 
IELTS bands, and 7.5 – 8 in some States.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 320 credit points, consisting of:

�60cp from the Bachelor of Arts comprising 
Two Majors, or one Major and two Minors, 
or one Major, one Minor and four Electives

80cp from Education Studies units;
60cp from Curriculum Studies units; and
20cp from Internship/Extended 
Reflective Practice.

 
Professional Experience
Students accepting a place in this 
course are required to participate in 
a number of professional placements 
throughout their program. 

In order to participate in professional 
experience it is the responsibility of 
each student to ensure that they are 
able to successfully complete the child 
protection screening required in their 
state. These are: Police Check (Canberra), 
Blue Card (Brisbane), Working with 
Children Check (Ballarat, Melbourne), 
Prohibited Employment declaration 
(Strathfield). Students who are not 
cleared for working with children, and 
therefore not be able to be placed in a 
compulsory professional placement, will 
not be able to complete their course.

In addition, students in Victoria must 
obtain and present their relevant police 
check from their home country and from 
any other country/ies where they have 
been domiciled for twelve months or more 
for the last ten years. These police checks 
must be sighted and authenticated before 
students will be permitted to undertake 
a Professional Experience in schools.

»
»
»

LOCATION 
Brisbane
Strathfield
Melbourne

DURATION 
4 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July*
* July entry unavailable 
in Melbourne

Students who do not 
qualify for admission 
to the Bachelor of 
Teaching / Bachelor of 
Arts may enter through 
successful completion 
of a one year ACU 
National Diploma in 
Educational Studies.   

When students 
continue onto the 
Degree they can be 
granted up to 80 
credit points, which is 
equivalent to one year 
of study.

Diploma Admission 
Requirements

Overall Academic 
IELTS 6.0 (with no 
less than 6.0 in each 
band); and

High School 
Graduation (with 
minimum 50% 
pass).

»

»
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Graduate Diploma in 
Education (Secondary)
Admission Requirements

Academic IELTS of 7.0 (with a 
minimum of 7.0 in all tests)
An Australian three-year Bachelor’s 
Degree or equivalent

 
Students must also nominate two subject 
areas from the Teaching Methods table 
(page 39) for which, based on their 
Bachelor studies, they believe they are 
qualified, to teach. The School of Education 
will assess students’ suitability for these 
methods during the admissions process.

Course Aims
This course is for students who want 
to make a difference in society through 
secondary teaching. It enables you to 
develop knowledge and skills to teach 
in secondary schools in all sectors 
– government, independent and Catholic.  

you will gain a degree with a reputation 
of high academic rigour that meets 
accreditation standards. If you wish to 
teach religious education, then the course 
combined with the Graduate Certificate in 
Religious Education will meet your needs.

There is an emphasis on social justice, 
equity and values education throughout 
the course and hence inclusive 
education, catering for the learning 
needs of a diverse range of students.

Professional Recognition
Graduates are eligible for registration 
as a secondary school teacher and 
accreditation to teach in government, 
independent and Catholic schools. 

Teacher registration requires students to 
meet the English language requirements in 
their state. It is the student’s responsibility 
to develop their English language skills 
during their candidature to ensure that 
they meet the registration guidelines, 
which usually require a score of at least 
7.0 in each of the IELTS bands.

»

»

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a 
total of 80 credit points, consisting of:

40cp of Education Studies units;
40cp of Curriculum Studies units; and
Two Professional Experience units 
consisting of a minimum of 45 days 
supervised teaching days and 20 
days of community engagement.

 
Education Studies

EDFD446 Development and Learning
EDFD527 Diversity in the 
Inclusive Classroom
EDFD529 Effective Teaching 
and Professional Practice
EDFD453 Social and Cultural 
Contexts of Education

 
Professional Experience
Students accepting a place in this 
course are required to participate in 
a number of professional placements 
throughout their program. 

In order to participate in professional 
experience it is the responsibility of each 
student to ensure that they are able to 
successfully complete the child protection 
screening required in their state. These 
are: Police Check (Canberra), Blue Card 
(Brisbane), Working Check (Ballarat, 
Melbourne), Prohibited Employment 
declaration (Strathfield). Students, who 
are not cleared for working with children 
and therefore not be able to be placed in 
a compulsory professional placement, will 
not be able to complete their course.

In addition, students in Victoria must 
obtain and present their relevant police 
check from their home country and 
from any other country where they have 
been domiciled for twelve months or more 
for the last ten years. These police checks 
must be sighted and authenticated before 
students will be permitted to undertake 
a Professional Experience in schools.

»
»
»

»
»

»

»

LOCATION 
Brisbane

Strathfield
Canberra

Melbourne

DURATION 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

July*
* July entry unavailable 

in Melbourne

Students who 
successfully complete 

the Graduate 
Diploma in Education 

(Secondary) can 
continue their studies 

at a more advanced 
level.

Students can articulate 
into the Master of 

Teaching (Secondary) 
with full credit (80cp) 

for the subjects already 
completed within the 

Graduate Diploma. 
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Did you know?

Teaching Methods

Subject Area Brisbane Strathfield Canberra Melbourne

Accounting yes - - -

Commerce and Business Studies yes - yes yes

Biology - yes - -

Chemistry - yes - -

Dance - - yes -

Drama yes - yes -

Economics / Business yes yes - -

English yes yes yes yes

English as a Second Language - yes - yes

Geography yes yes - -

Information & Communication Technology yes yes yes yes

History yes yes - yes

Humanities - - - yes

Legal Studies yes - - -

Language Other Than English (LOTE) yes - yes yes

Mathematics yes yes yes yes

Music yes yes yes yes

Personal Development, Health and Physical Education yes yes - -

Physical Education Curriculum and Teaching - - - yes

Physics yes yes - -

Religious Education yes yes yes yes

Science yes yes yes yes

Studies of Society and Environment (SOSE) yes - yes -

Technology - yes - -

Visual Arts yes yes yes yes

The following subject 
areas are available 
as double teaching 
methods:

Commerce and 
Business Studies

LOTE

Mathematics

Music

Religious Education

Science

Visual Arts

»

»

»

»

»

»

»
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Master of Teaching 
(Primary)
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS of 7.0 (with a 
minimum of 7.0 in all tests).

An Australian three year Bachelor 
Degree or equivalent.

In NSW applicants must meet guidelines 
set by the NSW Institute of Teachers which 
require completed discipline studies in:

Four Key Learning Areas 
for two semesters;
Two Key Learning Areas for 
two semesters; and 
One Key Learning Area for 4 semesters.

 
For further information, visit: 
www.nswteachers.nsw.edu.au

Course Aims
Rarely does someone have the opportunity 
to make an enduring difference to a younger 
generation. Teaching enables you to shape 
the future in a significant way. you will 
gain a degree with a reputation of high 
academic rigour that meets accreditation 
standards and with strengths in the national 
priorities of literacy, numeracy, science and 
technology. If you wish to teach Religious 
Education, you may enrol concurrently in the 
Graduate Certificate in Religious Education.

Professional Recognition
Graduates are eligible for registration 
as a primary school teacher and 
accreditation to teach in government, 
independent and Catholic schools. 

Teacher registration requires students to 
meet the English language requirements in 
their state. It is the student’s responsibility 
to develop their English language skills 
during their candidature to ensure that 
they meet the registration guidelines, 
which usually require a score of at least 
7.0 in each of the IELTS bands.

»

»

»

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of �60 credit points, consisting of:

40cp from Education Studies units;
80cp from Curriculum Studies units;
20cp from Electives;
20cp from Research units; and
Three Professional Experience Units 
consisting of a minimum of 50 days 
practicum and research in the field.

 
Education Studies Units

EDFD527 Diversity in the 
Inclusive Classroom 
EDFD528 Social and Cultural Contexts 
of Development and Learning 
EDFD529 Effective Teaching 
and Professional Practice
EDFD657 Transition to the Profession: 
Integrated Curriculum Programming

 
Professional Experience
Students accepting a place in this course 
are required to participate in a number 
of professional placements throughout 
their program. In order to participate in 
professional experience it is the responsibility 
of each student to ensure that they are able 
to successfully complete the child protection 
screening required in their state. These 
are: Police Check (Canberra), Blue Card 
(Brisbane), Working with Children Check 
(Ballarat, Melbourne), Prohibited Employment 
declaration (Strathfield). Students, who 
are not cleared for working with children 
and therefore not be able to be placed in 
a compulsory professional placement, will 
not be able to complete their course.

In addition, students in Victoria must 
obtain and present their relevant police 
check from their home country and 
from any other country where they have 
been domiciled for twelve months or more 
for the last ten years. These police checks 
must be sighted and authenticated before 
students will be permitted to undertake 
a Professional Experience in schools.

»
»
»
»
»

»

»

»

»

LOCATION 
Brisbane

Strathfield
Canberra

Melbourne

DURATION 
2 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

July*
* July entry unavailable 

in Melbourne

“For me, the most rewarding aspect of the course was my exposure 
to Australian school life during the highly regarded professional 
experience program run by the School of Education. I now find 

myself as a highly employable graduate who is positioned to take 
advantage of the many opportunities within the education sector.”

Adam Staples Primary Education
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Master of Teaching 
(Secondary)
Admission Requirements
An Australian three year Bachelor 
Degree or equivalent.

Students must also nominate two subject 
areas from the Teaching Methods table 
(page 39) for which, based on their 
Bachelor studies, they believe they are 
qualified, to teach. The School of Education 
will assess student’s suitability for these 
methods during the admissions process.

Course Aims
This course is for students who want 
to make a difference in society through 
secondary teaching.  It enables you to 
develop knowledge and skills to teach 
in secondary schools in all sectors 
– government, independent and Catholic.  

you will gain a degree with a reputation 
of high academic rigour that meets 
accreditation standards.  If you wish to 
teach religious education, then the course 
combined with the Graduate Certificate in 
Religious Education will meet your needs.

There is an emphasis on social justice, 
equity and values education throughout 
the course and hence inclusive 
education, catering for the learning 
needs of a diverse range of students.

Students who wish to teach Religious 
Education may enrol concurrently in the 
Graduate Certificate in Religious Education.

Professional Recognition
Graduates are eligible for registration 
as a secondary school teacher and 
accreditation to teach in government, 
independent and Catholic schools. 

Teacher registration requires students to 
meet the English language requirements in 
their state. It is the student’s responsibility 
to develop their English language skills 
during their candidature to ensure that 
they meet the registration guidelines, 
which usually require a score of at 
least 7.0 in each of the IELTS bands.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a 
total of �60credit points consisting of:

40cp from Education Studies units;
20cp from Curriculum units in 
each of two teaching subjects;
50cp from Core units;
30cp from Electives; and
Professional Experience consisting 
of a minimum of 60 days practicum 
and research in the field.

 
Education Studies Units

EDFD446 Development and Learning 
EDFD453 Social and Cultural 
Contexts of Education 
EDFD527 Diversity in the 
Inclusive Classroom 
EDFD529 Effective Teaching 
and Professional Practice

 
Professional Experience
Students accepting a place in this 
course are required to participate in 
a number of professional placements 
throughout their program. 

In order to participate in professional 
experience it is the responsibility of 
each student to ensure that they are 
able to successfully complete the child 
protection screening required in their 
state. These are: Police Check (Canberra), 
Blue Card (Brisbane), Working with 
Children Check (Ballarat, Melbourne), 
Prohibited Employment declaration 
(Strathfield). Students, who are not 
cleared for working with children and 
therefore not be able to be placed in a 
compulsory professional placement, will 
not be able to complete their course.

In addition, students in Victoria must 
obtain and present their relevant police 
check from their home country and from 
any other country/ies where they have 
been domiciled for twelve months or more 
for the last ten years. These police checks 
must be sighted and authenticated before 
students will be permitted to undertake 
a Professional Experience in schools.

»
»

»
»
»

»
»

»

»

LOCATION 
Strathfield
Canberra
Melbourne

DURATION 
2 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July*
* July entry unavailable 
in Melbourne
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Did you know?

Postgraduate 
Certificate in 
Education
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.5 (with a 
minimum of 6.0 in every band).

The equivalent of an Australian Bachelor 
Degree in Education, or first degree 
in an area other than Education plus 
a Graduate Diploma in Education.

 
Course Aims
The Postgraduate Certificate in 
Education is designed for graduate 
students interested in pursuing a broad 
academic study of education. 

It provides studies in a range of academic 
areas, including Art Education, Career 
Development, Early Childhood, Education 
and Training in Professional Contexts, 
Inclusive Schooling, Information and 
Communication Technology, Literacy 
Education, Mathematics Education, Pastoral 
Care Leadership, Religious Education, 
Research, TESOL and Wellbeing in 
Inclusive Schooling. Note: Not all of these 
specialties are offered on every campus.

Students will be encouraged to demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding of recent 
research, and/or professional developments 
related to their program of study. They 
will be offered opportunities to engage 
and interact with other students from 
diverse professional backgrounds.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total of 
40 credit points, consisting of elective units.

Electives
Electives are available in the following 
areas, but vary in each semester:

Brisbane

Art Education 
Religious Education

Strathfield

Career Development
Literacy Education
Pastoral Care Leadership
Religious Education
TESOL
Wellbeing in Inclusive Schooling

Canberra

Literacy Education
Pastoral Care Leadership
Religious Education

Melbourne

Career Development
Religious Education
Wellbeing in Inclusive Schooling

 
The choice of units is restricted, as 
many are only available online.

»
»

»
»
»
»
»
»

»
»
»

»
»
»

Programs for qualified teachers
LOCATION 

Brisbane
Strathfield

Canberra
Melbourne

DURATION 
� semester full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

July

Students who 
successfully complete 

the Postgraduate 
Certificate in Education 

can continue their 
studies at a more 

advanced level.

Students can articulate 
into the Master of 

Education with full 
credit (40cp) for 

the subjects already 
completed within 
the Postgraduate 

Certificate. 
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Master of Education
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.5 (with a 
minimum of 6.0 in every band).

The equivalent of an Australian Bachelor 
Degree in Education, or first degree 
in an area other than Education plus 
a Graduate Diploma in Education.

Course Aims
The Master of Education course is designed 
for graduate students interested in pursuing 
a broad academic study of education and 
leadership role in teaching and learning. 

It provides studies in a range of academic 
areas, including Career Development, 
Literacy Education, Pastoral Care Leadership, 
Research, TESOL, and Wellbeing in 
Inclusive Schooling. Note: Not all of these 
specialties are offered on every campus.

Students will be encouraged to demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding of recent 
research, and/or professional developments 
related to their program of study. They 
will be offered opportunities to engage 
and interact with other students from 
diverse professional backgrounds.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a 
total of 80 credit points, consisting of:

30cp from Core units; and
50cp from Elective Units.

 

»
»

Core Units
EDFD658 Interpreting and Designing 
Educational Research (�0cp)
EDFD659 Leading Learning 
and Teaching (20cp)

 
Electives
Electives are available in the following 
areas, but vary in each semester:

Strathfield

Career Development
Literacy Education
Pastoral Care Leadership
Religious Education
TESOL
Wellbeing in Inclusive Schooling

Canberra

Literacy Education
Pastoral Care Leadership
Religious Education

Melbourne

Career Development
Religious Education
Wellbeing in Inclusive Schooling

 
The choice of units is restricted, as 
many are only available online.

»

»

»
»
»
»
»
»

»
»
»

»
»
»

LOCATION 
Strathfield
Canberra
Melbourne

DURATION 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July

“ACU National is a good university with a quality education. 
The best guidance is provided by my lecturers in my professional 
practice program. It has increased my confidence to show my 
best professional skills.”

Shalika Sharma Education
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Master of Education 
(Research)
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.5, including individual 
scores of 6.0 for writing and speaking 
and 5.5 for listening and reading tests.

Applications are encouraged from persons 
who have a first degree or postgraduate 
diploma in the relevant area and appropriate 
professional experience. It is likely that 
the backgrounds of candidates will vary 
considerably. Applications will only be 
approved if a staff member is available for 
supervision duties and is willing to undertake 
supervision in the proposed area of study.

Course Aims
The MEd(Res) Program aims to advance the 
knowledge and understanding of students 
in a specialised area, and to develop the 
research skills needed to explore and 
advance their chosen field of study. 

The Master of Education (Research) program 
provides opportunities for suitably qualified 
people to undertake advanced studies in 
education leading into a doctoral program.

Course Structure
The program comprises two research 
method units and a research thesis (no more 
than 50,000 words) on an approved topic 
under the guidance of a staff supervisor.

LOCATION 
Brisbane

Strathfield
Canberra

Ballarat
Melbourne

DURATION 
2 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
January

April
July

October

Doctor of Education
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 7.0, including 
individual scores of 6.0 for all tests.

A Master’s degree in Education or equivalent, 
with an average of Distinction or equivalent.

At least five years’ relevant work experience 
Two confidential referee reports attesting as 
to the applicants suitability as a candidate 
for the degree and their capacity to 
complete the thesis (at least one must be 
an academic reference; one may relate to 
the applicant’s professional experience).

Course Aims
The Doctor of Education (EdD) provides 
an advanced course of study at the 
doctoral level like the traditional Doctor 
of Philosophy (PhD) degree. The EdD is 
research based but concerned with the 
reflective application of advanced knowledge 
to problems of professional practice. 

The Doctor of Education is designed to 
service the needs of professionals who wish 
to undertake doctoral level study so as to 
expand their theoretical bases for practice, 
to analyse current ideas and issues, and to 
address problems in educational practice. 

Participants are encouraged to take up 
research questions that are relevant to 
their current or projected career interests.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 240 credit points, consisting of:

2�0cp from Thesis Units; and
30cp from Three course work units.

Coursework Units
EDFD705 Research Problem 
Exploration in Context
EDFD706 Literature and 
Theoretical Critique
EDFD707 Paradigms 
Methodologies and Methods

 
Thesis
The thesis units involve proposal defence 
preparation and presentation, ethics 
clearance, field work research, thesis 
crafting and completion, thesis defence 
presentation, and thesis examination.

»
»

»

»

»

LOCATION 
Brisbane

Strathfield
Melbourne

DURATION 
3 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
January
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Did you know?
Recent Australian research has established that when teachers perceive themselves as leaders 

and are able to engage as leaders in the teaching and learning process, schools are transformed 
as learning communities.

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
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Postgraduate 
Certificate in 
Educational 
Leadership 
or  
Masters of 
Educational 
Leadership
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.5 (with a 
minimum of 6.0 in every band).

The equivalent of an Australian Bachelor 
Degree in Education, or first degree in an 
area other than Education plus a Graduate 
Diploma in Education or equivalent.

Course Aims
These courses are directed towards educators 
who want to be people of influence in 
education. They provide context and 
experience to assist students to understand 
concepts such as authentic leadership 
and management, learning communities, 
spirituality, professional development, quality 
learning and educational change. All these 
concepts are expressed within the context of 
Christian values and the Catholic tradition.

Course Structure
Postgraduate Certificate

Students are required to complete a 
total of 40 credit points consisting of:

�0cp from the Core unit;
�0cp from Specialist units or 
elective units in the Master of 
Educational Leadership; and
20cp from any Elective or Specialisation 
units or cross-disciplinary units 
from other Masters programs.

»
»

»

Masters

Students are required to complete a 
total of 80 credit points consisting of:

�0cp from the Core unit;
30cp from Specialist units; and
40cp from Elective or Specialisation 
units or cross-disciplinary units 
from other Masters programs.

 
Core Unit
EDLE635 Authentic Leadership

This unit will nurture the understanding of 
the participants of leadership in general 
and its presence in education. It will lead 
to the identification, development and 
articulation of their personal approach to 
leadership through reflection on various 
inter-related dynamics that contribute to a 
sophisticated understanding of leadership. 

Specialist Units

EDLE605 Leading Educational Change
EDLE632 Leadership Spirituality
EDLE633 Leading Authentic Learning
EDLE636 Leading the Catholic School
EDLE637 Shared Leadership

 
Elective units

EDAC620 Social Research Methods 
in Community Contexts
EDFD6�7 Research Project
EDFD658 Interpreting and 
Designing Educational Research
EDLE60� Human Resource 
Management and Development
EDLE634 Employment Relations and 
the Legal Context in Education 
EDLE638 Faith Leadership
EDLE639 Educational Leadership 
and Responsible Governance
EDFD633 Methods of 
Educational Research

 
Unit availability varies on each campus and 
in each semester. International students 
are required to complete their course in 
the minimum duration, and may therefore 
be required to take up to 40cp of cross-
disciplinary units to in the Masters program.

»
»
»

»
»
»
»
»

»

»
»

»

»

»
»

»

LOCATION 
Brisbane

Strathfield
Melbourne

DURATION 
Postgraduate Certificate 

� semester full-time 

Masters 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
January

June

“I have been working in the field of education for around 15 years, 
however, I would say this one year has firmly lifted me up regarding 

my thoughts about leadership. The whole teaching and learning 
community in ACU is truly inspiring, full of academic integrity.”

Ganga Pant Educational Leadership 
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Did you know?

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

A career in environmental science is multidisciplinary in nature with a huge range of career options available 
to graduates in both the public and private sectors. Scientific skills and environmental experience have led 

graduates to jobs such as botanist, zoologist, soil scientist, meteorologist, environmental engineer, hydrologist, 
forester, policy officer, campaign officer, communications manager and marine biologist.
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Did you know?

Associate Degree in 
Environmental Science
Admission Requirements
Applicants require the equivalent of 
Australian year �2 certificate and an 
overall academic IELTS score of 6.0 (with 
minimum scores of 6.0 in speaking and 
writing, and 5.5 in listening and reading).

Course Aims
This course educates students to contribute 
to the monitoring and management 
of processes and activities that affect 
the environment. The course provides 
students with understanding and 
practical competence in the scientific, 
social, ethical and legal dimensions of 
the practice of environmental science.

The Bachelor of Environmental Science 
develops effective technological 
and communication skills to work 
collaboratively with employers, 
colleagues and the community.

Graduates are able to apply the relevant 
and current knowledge and skills they have 
gained to the practice of their profession 
with the highest ethical standards. 
Graduates are effective researchers and 
decision-makers with skills in critical 
thinking, problem solving and analysis.

Professional Recognition
Graduates and students enrolled in 
the course will be eligible for the 
appropriate category of membership of 
the Environment Institute of Australia. 

Course Structure
Students will complete a total of 
�60 credit points, comprising:

80cp in Environmental Science Units;
80cp from Science Units; and
Volunteer Experience.

Volunteer Experience
ACU National endeavours to prepare 
graduates who are able to exercise moral 
and professional autonomy in a pluralistic 
society. The Mission Statement identifies 
ACU National as having a commitment 
to serving the common good with a 
fundamental concern for justice and equity, 
and for the dignity of all human beings.

Graduates should be persons whose 
moral development is mature and who 
are professionally competent, and able 
to make significant contributions to the 
profession and the wider community. 

The Volunteer Experience unit enables 
students to contribute to community service 
in tangible ways and thereby fosters their 
ethical, spiritual and personal development.

»
»
»

LOCATION 
North Sydney

DURATION 
2 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

July

Students who 
successfully complete 
the Associate Degree 

in Environmental 
Science can continue 

their studies at a more 
advanced level.

Students can articulate 
into the Bachelor of 

Environmental Science 
with full credit (160cp) 

for the subjects already 
completed within the 

Associate Degree. 
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Did you know?

Bachelor of 
Environmental Science
Admission Requirements
Applicants require the equivalent of 
Australian year �2 certificate and an 
overall academic IELTS score of 6.0 (with 
minimum scores of 6.0 in speaking and 
writing, and 5.5 in listening and reading).

Course Aims
The impacts of climate change and the 
pursuit of a sustainable environment 
are now a part of everyday life. There 
is strong demand for expertise in 
management, rehabilitation, restoration 
and protection of our environment.

The Bachelor of Environmental Science 
will enable you to contribute to the 
monitoring and management of processes 
and activities that affect the environment. 
Graduates will be equipped with 
understanding and skills in the scientific, 
social, ethical and legal dimensions of 
the practice of environmental science. 

Professional Recognition
Graduates and students enrolled in 
the course will be eligible for the 
appropriate category of membership of 
the Environment Institute of Australia.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 240 credit points, consisting of:

�20cp from Environmental Science units;
�20cp from Science units;
Volunteer Experience; and
Field Experience.

»
»
»
»

Core Units
Environmental Science

ENVI�00 Environmental Issues 
ENVI20� The Australian 
Environment: Values and Ethics 
ENVI202 Environmental 
Legislation and Planning 
ENVI204 Soils and Water 
ENVI206 Environmental 
Impact Assessment 
ENVI300 Applied Studies �: 
Occupational Health and Safety 
ENVI30� Applied Studies 
2: Environmental 
ENVI303 Geographic 
Information Systems 
ENVI305 Water and Waste Management 
ERTH�00 Earth Science 
INFO�02 Introduction to Data Analysis 
INFO20� Environmental Data Analysis 

 
Science

BIOL�0� Fundamentals of Biology 
BIOL304 Ecotoxicology 
BIOL328 Microbiology 
and Biotechnology 
BIOL�02 Principles of Ecology 
BIOL227 Vegetation Ecology 
BIOL324 Animal Ecology 
BIOL327 Marine Coastal Ecology 
CHEM�00 Fundamentals of Chemistry 
CHEM�02 Physical Chemistry 
CHEM20� Organic Chemistry 
and Biochemistry 
CHEM203 Environmental Chemistry
PHyS�05 Environmental Physics

 
Professional Experience
The University, in consultation with 
students and host organisations, arranges 
appropriate placements for students. Field 
Experience is normally for �5 days in the 
mid–year period between semesters. 

»
»

»

»
»

»

»

»

»
»
»
»

»
»
»

»
»
»
»
»
»
»

»
»

LOCATION 
North Sydney

DURATION 
Bachelor of Environmental 
Science 
3 years full-time
 
Bachelor of Environmental 
Science (Honours) 
� year full-time 

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July

Students who do not 
qualify for admission 
to the Bachelor of 
Environmental Science 
may enter through 
successful completion 
of a one year ACU 
National Diploma in 
Environmental Science.   

When students continue 
onto the Degree they 
will be granted 80 
credit points, which is 
equivalent to one year 
of study.

Diploma Admission 
Requirements

Overall Academic 
IELTS 5.5 (with no 
less than 5.0 in each 
band); and

High School 
Graduation (with 
minimum 50% 
pass).

»

»

Bachelor of 
Environmental 
Science (Honours)
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.0 (with a minimum 
of 6.0 in writing and speaking 
tests, and a minimum of 5.5 in 
listening and reading tests).

High level achievement in a three year 
Bachelor of Business qualification.

Course Aims
The Honours degree is a one year program 
which prepares students for postgraduate 
study and eventual research-oriented careers 
in environmental science industries. 

Course Structure

Students are required to complete a 
total of 80 credit points, consisting of:

Three Core units (60cp); and
Two Elective units (20cp).

 

»
»
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Did you know?
Exercise Science graduates can pursue careers in a variety of roles in the fitness industry or in the 
exercise science, medical/clinical and corporate health industries.  Students from exercise science 
increasingly pursue a range of different professional options upon graduation. To cater for the most 
popular of these options, the Field and Professional Activities experiences are tailored for Physical 
Education and Coaching, Wellness and Rehabilitation, or Outdoor Recreation.

EXERCISE SCIENCE
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Did you know?

Bachelor of 
Exercise Science
Admission Requirements
Equivalent to Australian High School 
completion plus academic IELTS 6.0 (with 
a minimum of 6.0 in speaking and writing 
tests, and 5.5 in listening and reading tests).

Course Aims
Exercise has an important role to play in 
maintaining the health of today’s society.  
This course is the right choice if you 
have a keen interest in the application 
of scientific principles to the promotion, 
maintenance and enhancement of sport 
and exercise-related activities.  The course 
is designed to enable students to consider 
a wide variety of career options related 
to sports science, exercise science, and 
management in leisure and recreation, 
community and corporate fitness, and sport. 
Graduates may find employment in sports 
institutes, corporate fitness areas, health 
and fitness centres, as community fitness 
and as activity leaders as well as within the 
government and local government sectors. 

Professional Recognition

The completion of specialisations is directed 
towards appropriate national professional 
recognition. Graduates who choose the 
exercise science specialisation will be 
eligible to apply for AAESS membership.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 240 credit points, consisting of:

�00cp from Core units;
80cp from a Major Specialisation, 
including 20cp from Specialisation 
common units;
60cp from one Cognate 
Elective Sequence;
Three Industry Experience units; and
Ten Professional Activities 
units, including two Core 
units and eight Electives.

»
»

»

»
»

LOCATION 
Strathfield
Melbourne

DURATION 
3 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

Students who do not 
qualify for admission 
to the Bachelor of 
Exercise Science 
may enter through 
successful completion 
of a one year ACU 
National Diploma in 
Exercise Science.   

When students 
continue onto the 
Degree they will be 
granted 30 credit 
points.

Diploma Admission 
Requirements

Overall Academic 
IELTS 5.5 (with no 
less than 5.0 in 
each band); and

High School 
Graduation (with 
minimum 50% 
pass).

»

»

“My stay at ACU National equipped me not only with broader 
knowledge of my study field, but also with experiences that I 
will remember a lifetime. All staff members and students were 
extremely friendly and helpful, and I never had the feeling that I 
was not welcome.”

Hannes Schuler Exercise Science

Professional Experience
Students undertake a total of 240 hours of 
industry experience related to their discipline 
studies.  During this time, students must 
complete a number of tasks such as a senior 
first aid and CPR certificate, involvement in 
a research project, and supervised activities 
on or off campus that are approved by 
the Industry Experience Coordinator. 

Core Units
EXSC�00 Introduction to Research 
Methods in Exercise Science
EXSC��0 Anatomical Bases 
of Exercise Science 
EXSC�20 Mechanical Bases 
of Exercise Science 
EXSC�30 Foundations of Motor 
Development and Behaviour 
EXSC�40 Physiological Bases 
of Exercise Science 
EXSC2�0 Functional Anatomy 
EXSC220 Biomechanics 
EXSC230 Motor Control and Learning 
EXSC240 Exercise Physiology 
EXSC300 Ethics, Law and Exercise 
Science Practice 

Specialisation Common Units
EXSC345 Exercise Programming
EXSC347 Nutrition and Exercise

 
Major Specialisations

Exercise Science
Sports Management

Cognate Sequences
Health Promotion for Personal 
Development, Health and 
Physical Education
Health Promotion for Personal 
Development, Health and 
Physical Education
Outdoor Recreation
Coaching and Strength 
and Conditioning
Psychology (Melbourne only)

»

»

»

»

»

»
»
»
»
»

»
»

»
»

»

»

»
»

»
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Did you know?

Bachelor of Exercise 
Science (Honours)
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.0 (with a minimum of 
6.0 in speaking and writing tests, and 
5.5 in listening and reading tests).

High level achievement in a three year 
Bachelor of Exercise Science qualification.

Course Aims
The course is designed to provide an in-
depth academic program in the discipline 
of Exercise Science. It will enable students 
to reflect upon processes needed to apply, 
explain, control and practice complex 
human performance behaviours.

Further it will provide the opportunity 
to develop skills in undertaking research 
and to prepare for higher degree studies 
at the Masters and Doctoral level.

Students will also be required to 
attend and participate in graduate 
seminars organised by the School.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a 
total of 80 credit points, consisting of:

Research units (20cp); and
Thesis units (60cp).

»
»

LOCATION 
Strathfield

Melbourne

DURATION 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

Graduate Diploma 
in Applied Exercise 
Science (Exercise 
Prescription)
Admission Requirements
A three year Bachelor degree in 
Exercise Science or equivalent.

Academic IELTS 6.5 (with a 
minimum of 6.0 in each test).

Course Aims
The course has been designed to enable 
students to practise their profession in 
various exercise settings. A commitment 
to evidence based ethical practice in 
exercise prescription and the ability 
to conduct accurate and meaningful 
clinical assessments are essential. 

Students will prescribe appropriate 
intervention programs and design 
effective exercise management, adherence 
and rehabilitation programs.

Professional Recognition
If students, on completion of their program, 
wish to apply for accreditation as an 
Exercise Physiologist by the Australian 
Association for Exercise and Sport Science 
(AAESS) they should check their eligibility 
for AAESS membership on first enrolment.  

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a 
total of 80 credit points, consisting of:

20cp from Professional units
40cp from Discipline units
20cp Clinical units
360 hours of additional 
supervised Clinical Experience

 
Professional Units

EXSC500 Lifestyle and 
Exercise Counselling
EXSC504 Responsible Clinical Practice

 
Discipline Units

EXSC50� Neurological Analysis, 
Prescription and Rehabilitation
EXSC502 Musculoskeletal Analysis, 
Prescription and Rehabilitation
EXSC506 Cardio-Respiratory Analysis, 
Prescription and Rehabilitation
EXSC508 Exercise and 
Metabolic Syndromes

 
Clinical Experience
These units provide students with 360 
hours clinical experience in which they 
can explore and engage in a variety of 
exercise prescription and rehabilitation 
experiences within the sporting, private 
and hospital systems. Exposure to the 
multidisciplinary nature of the health care 
environment is important and students 
will be supervised to conduct assessment 
and provide exercise prescription for 
rehabilitation towards full functioning.

»
»
»
»

»

»

»

»

»

»

LOCATION 
Melbourne

DURATION 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

Students who 
successfully complete 
the Graduate Diploma 

in Applied Exercise 
Science (Exercise 
Prescription) can 

continue studies at a 
more advanced level.

Students can articulate 
into the Master of 

Applied Exercise 
Science (Exercise 

Prescription) with 
full credit (80cp) for 
the subjects already 

completed within the 
Graduate Diploma. 
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Master of Applied 
Exercise Science 
(Exercise Prescription)
Admission Requirements
A three year Bachelor degree in 
Exercise Science or equivalent

Academic IELTS 6.5 (with a 
minimum of 6.0 in each test)

Course Aims
The course aims to provide an advanced 
professional preparation in the discipline 
of Exercise Science, in particular exercise 
prescription in a variety of settings. Students 
will gain knowledge in prescribing exercise 
in multiple applications across the lifespan. 
This course will provide opportunities for 
the development of critical and reflective 
leadership in the planning, management and 
evaluation of professional exercise programs.

Professional Recognition
If students, on completion of their program, 
wish to apply for accreditation as an 
Exercise Physiologist by the Australian 
Association for Exercise and Sport Science 
(AAESS) they should check their eligibility 
for AAESS membership on first enrolment.  

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of �60 credit points, consisting of:

40cp from Professional units;
80cp from Discipline units;
20cp Project; and
20cp Clinical units plus 360 hours of 
additional supervised Clinical Experience.

»
»
»
»

Professional Units
EXSC500 Lifestyle and 
Exercise Counselling
EXSC504 Responsible Clinical Practice
EXSC609 Scientific and 
Clinical Report Writing
EXSC6�2 Management of 
a Clinical Business

 
Discipline Units

EXSC50� Neurological Analysis, 
Prescription and Rehabilitation
EXSC502 Musculoskeletal Analysis, 
Prescription and Rehabilitation
EXSC506 Cardio-Respiratory Analysis, 
Prescription and Rehabilitation
EXSC508 Exercise and 
Metabolic Syndrome
EXSC6�� Ergonomics and 
Exercise Science
EXSC6�3 Exercise and Ageing
EXSC6�4 Pharmacology and Exercise
EXSC62� Clinical Biomechanics

 
Professional Experience
These units provide students with 360 
hours clinical experience in which they 
can explore and engage in a variety of 
exercise prescription and rehabilitation 
experiences within the sporting, private 
and hospital systems. Exposure to the 
multidisciplinary nature of the health care 
environment is important and students 
will be supervised to conduct assessment 
and provide exercise prescription for 
rehabilitation towards full functioning.

»

»
»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»
»
»

LOCATION 
Melbourne

DURATION 
2 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

Topics are addressed in areas in which 
the School staff members can provide 
appropriate specialist supervision. Areas 
of research involvement may include 
sports science, sports management, 
exercise management, developmental 
aspects of movement, rehabilitation, 
history and philosophy, sociological-
psychological fields, and health.

Course Structure
Students will complete a research thesis up 
to a maximum of 50,000 words, EXSC605 
Thesis (80cp). Students are required to 
present a research proposal at a designated 
seminar.  It is envisaged that part-time 
students present a research proposal at 
a designated seminar during the initial 
�2 months of their thesis preparation.

Master of Exercise 
Science (Research)
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.5, including 
individual scores of 6.0 for all tests.

A four year Bachelor Degree in exercise 
science or a related area [for example 
BHMS(Hons) or BExSc(Hons)].  

Course Aims
The MExSc (Research) in the Faculty of 
Health Sciences aims to allow graduates to 
pursue in depth study within a selected area 
of Exercise Science by means of Research. 

LOCATION 
Strathfield
Melbourne

DURATION 
2 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February 
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Did you know?
Information technology graduates adopt a number of tasks and streams as information 
technology is used by most employers, and is not limited to working in the information and 
communication industries.

INFORMATION SySTEMS
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Did you know?

Bachelor of Business 
Information Systems
Admission Requirements
Applicants require the equivalent of 
Australian year �2 certificate and an 
overall academic IELTS score of 6.0 (with 
minimum scores of 6.0 in speaking and 
writing, and 5.5 in listening and reading).

Course Aims
People who know how to use computer-
based information systems effectively 
are essential for the productive 
operations of modern business.  

Computer-based information systems 
have become essential to business and 
employers are looking for graduates 
who have an understanding of business 
as well as how information technology 
can be used within the business.

The study of business information systems 
goes beyond computer hardware and 
software.  This course will appeal to you 
if you are interested in learning how 
organisations work and how to develop 
and integrate information systems to 
support the needs of decision makers.  

you will learn the technical skills, together 
with the human and business outlook 
needed to apply and manage these skills 
in an organisation.  Particular emphasis 
is placed on the ethical, moral, social 
and environmental duties of the modern 
information systems professional.

Professional Recognition
The course has provisional professional 
level accreditation with the Australian 
Computer Society in New South Wales.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 240 credit points, consisting of:

��0cp from Core units
80cp from a Major in the Bachelor 
of Business Information Systems
50cp from Electives
BIPX�00 Professional Experience A

 
Core Units

ACCT�00 Principles of Accounting
BUSN202 Professional Ethics 
BUSN�00 Reasoning and 
Communications 
HRMG�00 Management and People 
ISyS�0� Fundamentals of Business IS 
ISyS��0 Applied Business IS
ISyS20� IT Infrastructure
ISyS202 Business Analysis �
ISyS203 Application Development �
ISyS205 E-Business Design
ISyS206 Business Intelligence
ISyS209 Business Analysis 2
ISyS2�0 Systems Management
MKTG�00 Principles of Marketing
STAT�02 Business Statistics
ISyS305 Information Systems Project 
or BIPX30� Professional Experience B 

 
Professional Experience
Students are required to complete one �5 
day professional experience placement, 
normally in the second year of the program.  
The first focuses on a period of personal 
service in a community organisation. 

Students who opt to undertake additional 
Professional Experience electives will 
have the opportunity to specialise and 
gain insight into an identified future 
career areas honing their skills and 
opportunities with a view to eventual 
post-university full-time employment.

»
»

»
»

»
»
»

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

LOCATION  
North Sydney

DURATION 
3 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July

Students who do not 
qualify for admission to 
the Bachelor of Business 
Information Systems 
may enter through 
successful completion 
of a one year ACU 
National Diploma in 
Business Information 
Systems.   

When students 
continue onto the 
Degree they will be 
granted 80 credit 
points, which is 
equivalent to one year.

Diploma Admission 
Requirements

Overall Academic 
IELTS 5.5 (with no 
less than 5.0 in each 
band); and

High School 
Graduation (with 
minimum 50% 
pass).

»

»

“I believe, while studying in ACU, I have spent the best time of my 
life. Currently I am working for Coles Online, a reputed and well-
known company in Australia. I believe ACU National will help you 
to be ready to take on any kind of challenge.”

Mohammad Khairul Hassan Information Systems
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Did you know?

Bachelor of Business 
Information Systems 
(Honours)
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.0 (with a minimum 
of 6.0 in writing and speaking 
tests, and a minimum of 5.5 in 
listening and reading tests).

High level achievement in a three year 
Bachelor of Business qualification.

Course Aims
The Honours degree allows students to 
build upon the knowledge gained in the 
Pass degree, and to develop research 
techniques for further study at higher degree 
level. The course includes the writing of an 
Honours thesis, along with coursework units 
appropriate to the discipline of the thesis.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a 
total of 80 credit points, consisting of:

Coursework units (30cp); and
Thesis units (50cp).

»
»

LOCATION  
North Sydney

DURATION 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

July

Postgraduate 
Certificate in 
Information Systems 
or 
Postgraduate Diploma 
in Information 
Systems
Admission Requirements
Applicants must have an overall 
academic IELTS of 6.5 (with 6.0 for all 
tests) as well as one of the following:

Bachelor’s degree with a major 
in a computing discipline; or
Bachelor’s degree in any discipline 
plus a NOOSR-recognised university-
awarded Postgraduate or Graduate 
Diploma in a computing discipline; or
Bachelor’s degree in any discipline 
plus current CMACS accreditation 
(Certified Member of the 
Australian Computer Society)

 

»

»

»

Course Aims
The Postgraduate Certificate in Information 
Systems and Postgraduate Diploma in 
Information Systems are short courses 
intended to provide the opportunity for 
qualified professionals to increase their 
breadth and depth of knowledge and 
qualifications in information systems 
processes and management. 

Within this framework, graduates will 
be better prepared to contribute to the 
growth of the information systems discipline 
and industry while also enhancing their 
individual advancement opportunities.

Course Structure
Postgraduate Certificate

Student must complete a total of 40 
credit points, consisting of Core Units.

Postgraduate Diploma

Students must complete a total of 
80 credit points, consisting of:

60cp from Core Units
20cp from Electives

 
Core Units

INFO60� Applied Data Communications
INFO603 Database Systems 
INFO607 Information Management 
INFO6�2 Software Design
INFO6�3 Systems Development 
Methodologies*
INFO620 Personal and Professional 
Accountability in IS*

* Available within Postgraduate 
Diploma program only

»
»

»
»
»
»
»

»

LOCATION 
North Sydney 

DURATION 
Postgraduate Certificate:  

� semester full-time

Postgraduate Diploma: 
! year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

July

The Postgraduate 
Certificate in 

Information Systems 
and Postgraduate 

Diploma in Information 
Systems can articulate, 

with full credit, into 
further postgraduate 

study at ACU National 
in approved  programs: 

Master of 
Information 

Systems

Master of 
Information 

Systems 

»

»
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Master of Information 
Systems 
or 
Master of Information 
Systems (Advanced)
Admission Requirements
Applicants must have an overall 
academic IELTS of 6.5 (with 6.0 for all 
tests) as well as one of the following:

Bachelor’s degree with a major 
in a computing discipline; or
Bachelor’s degree in any discipline 
plus a NOOSR-recognised university-
awarded Postgraduate or Graduate 
Diploma in a computing discipline; or
Bachelor’s degree in any discipline 
plus current CMACS accreditation 
(Certified Member of the 
Australian Computer Society).

 
Course Aims
The programs are intended to provide the 
opportunity for qualified professionals 
to increase their breadth and depth of 
knowledge and qualifications in information 
systems processes and management.  The 
Advanced program is intended to enable 
students to study a wider range of units or to 
carry out a substantial piece of research that 
may be directly applied or to follow a research 
topic that may be a pathway into a PhD.

Professional Recognition
The Master of Information Systems is 
accredited at a professional level by the 
Australian Computer Society (ACS). 
Depending on a student’s work experience 
history, graduates will be able to apply 
for admission to the ACS at the grade 
of Member or Provisional Member.

Course Structure
Master of Information Systems

Students will complete a total of 
�20 credit points, comprising:

60cp from Core Units; and
60cp from Electives Units.

 
Master of Information 
Systems (Advanced)

Students will complete a total of 
�60 credit points, comprising:

60cp from Core Units; and
�00cp from Electives Units.

»

»

»

»
»

»
»

Core Units
INFO60� Applied Data Communications

This unit teaches students how to do 
data communications analysis and design 
from a business-oriented perspective.

INFO6�2 Software Design

This unit identifies the issues associated with 
the production of high-quality software, and 
introduces students to basic techniques for 
software development and maintenance.

INFO603 Database Systems

By the end of the unit, students are 
expected to understand the concepts 
presented as well as having hands-on 
experience with commercial standard 
database management systems.

INFO607 Information Management

This unit provides an advanced understanding 
of the management and organisational issues 
associated with modern information systems.

INFO620 Personal and Professional 
Accountability in IS 

This unit emphasises the ethical foundation 
that underpins the work of all professionals, 
including information systems professionals.

INFO6�3 Systems Development 
Methodologies

This unit covers the process of aligning 
systems closely with business requirements.

Elective Units
INFO600 Research Methods 
for Information Systems
INFO602 Current Issues in 
Information Systems
INFO604 Distributed Systems
INFO605 Electronic Commerce
INFO609 Information Systems Security
INFO6�� Object-Oriented 
Information Systems
INFO6�4 Information 
Systems Project (20 cp)
INFO6�5 Information 
Systems Thesis (40 cp)
INFO6�6 Human Factors in 
Information Systems
INFO6�7 Web Technologies
INFO6�8 Network Programming
MGMT62� Management of Change
MGMT626 Contemporary 
Management Issues
MGMT627 Project Management
MGMT637 Knowledge Management
INFO62� Business Intelligence
INFO622 Enterprise Information Systems

»

»

»
»
»
»

»

»

»

»
»
»
»

»
»
»
»

LOCATION 
North Sydney

DURATION 
Master of Information 
Systems 
�.5 years full-time

Master of Information 
Systems (Advanced)
2 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July
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Did you know?
Music graduates pursue careers as actors, arts administrators, dancers, entertainers, music 
therapists, and production crew members or music teachers.

MUSIC
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Bachelor of Music
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.0 (with a minimum of 6.0 
in writing and speaking tests, and a minimum 
of 5.5 in listening and reading tests).

High School completion and AMEB 
Grade 6 or higher (pipe organ, piano, 
harpsichord or voice) or equivalent.

Selection is also based on applicant 
interview and audition. 

Course Aims
Do you aspire to be a professional musician?  
This course will prepare you with the practical 
skills required.  It balances the practical 
and theoretical areas of music, leaving 
your career options as open as possible.

Students complete two years of both solo 
performance and choral conducting, and a 
third year of either or both.  In their practical 
studies, students are to select from piano, 
organ, harpsichord or vocal studies.

In the academic program, emphasis 
may be given to theoretical, historical 
or liturgical music studies.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 240 credit points, consisting of:

40cp from Practical Studies;
20cp from Choral Conducting;
20cp from Choral Experience;
40cp from History of Music, which 
must include at least �0cp from core 
units and up to 30cp from Electives;
40cp from Techniques and 
Theory of Music;
�0cp from Liturgy and 
Liturgical Music Units;
70cp from electives, which must 
include at least a further 20cp from 
Practical Studies or Choral Conducting 
and Choral Experience; and
Volunteer Experience.

 
Volunteer Experience
Australian Catholic University endeavours 
to develop students who are able to 
exercise moral and professional autonomy 
in a pluralistic society. The Volunteer 
Experience unit enables students to 
contribute to community service in 
tangible ways that may enable ethical, 
spiritual and personal development.

»
»
»
»

»

»

»

»

LOCATION 
Melbourne

DURATION 
3 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July

Bachelor of Music 
(Honours)
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.0 (with a minimum of 6.0 
in writing and speaking tests, and a minimum 
of 5.5 in listening and reading tests).

High level achievement in a three year 
Bachelor of Music qualification.

Course Aims
The Honours degree includes the writing of 
an Honours thesis, together with coursework 
that provides an opportunity for specialisation 
in solo performance, choral direction and/or 
musicology, and aims to equip students 
for further study at higher degree level.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a 
total of 80 credit points, consisting of:

�0cp from Research Methods;
50cp from Thesis; and
20cp from Electives.

Research Methods
Students take an interdisciplinary study 
of theory and practice of research and 
writing with a particular focus on research 
technique, literature searches, information 
technology and thesis presentation.

Thesis
The preparation and presentation of a thesis 
of �5,000 words related to a discipline in 
which a Major has been undertaken in 
the Pass degree and involving appropriate 
individual research supervised by staff 
appointed by the School Committee.

»
»
»

LOCATION 
Melbourne

DURATION 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July
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Graduate Diploma in 
Music (Composition) 
or 
Graduate Diploma in 
Music (Performance)
Admission Requirements
Students require a Bachelor of Music 
completed in the last ten years along 
with an academic IELTS score of 6.5 (with 
minimum scored of 6.0 for all tests).

Prerequisites for the particular studies 
to be undertaken in the course must be 
satisfied.  An audition (live or recorded) or 
submission of a folio of compositions may be 
required as part of the admission process.

Course Aims
The Graduate Diploma in Music 
(Performance) and Graduate Diploma 
in Music (Composition) aim to equip 
graduates in music with advanced 
skills in public performances or 
composition and scholarship, and to 
prepare them for further study.

Course Structure

Students will complete a total of 
80 credit points, comprising:

40cp from Advanced Performance 
[Instrumental, Vocal, Choral 
Direction] or Advanced Composition 
units (in Sydney, these units are 
to be taken at AICM); and
40cp from Academic Elective units.

 
Advanced Performance
These units include individual tuition 
with an approved teacher, which may 
take place at any suitable location, and 
classes such as master classes, choral 
rehearsals or workshops.  Assessment 
involves public performances of 
professional standing, including solo and 
ensemble repertoire, works of varying 
style and suitable technical difficulty

Advanced Composition
These units include individual tuition 
with an approved teacher, which may 
take place at any suitable location. In 
addition, students may also participate in 
performance workshops. Assessment is 
based on folios of finished compositions 
in a variety of genres and styles, and may 
be for acoustic and/or electronic forces.

»

»

Academic Electives
Units offered may vary each year and may 
only be undertaken if any prerequisite 
requirements are met and may be subject 
to unit quotas.  Units may include:

MUSC405 Introduction to Musicology 

A generic study of musicology, including 
a survey of historical and analytical 
method, archival research, organology, 
iconography, aesthetics, criticism, 
ethnomusicology and gender studies.

MUSC4�9 Advanced Studies 
in Musicology A

A study of up to two selected topics 
chosen from historical and systematic 
musicology: aesthetics of music, 
music criticism and music analysis.

MUSC435 Advanced Studies 
in Musicology B

A study of selected topics in historical 
and systematic musicology: notation of 
music before �600, performance practice, 
and textual criticism and music editing.

MUSC436 Special Study in Music

An introduction to independent research 
and report writing, involving the preparation 
of a project based on original research.

THEO528 Foundations in Liturgy

This unit introduces the Vatican II liturgy, 
the liturgy documents, the languages 
of the liturgy, and the theological 
principles which govern liturgical 
celebration and religious assembly.

MUSC437 Music and Liturgy

A study of the role of music in the liturgy, 
with particular reference to the major 
liturgies of the western church today.

MUSC438 Psalmody and Hymnody

A generic historical study of psalmody 
and hymnody, taking into account 
developments in music and text, and 
exploring representative resources 
from a variety of traditions.

MUSC439 Western Plainchant 
in Theory and Practice

A study of the history, sources, notation, 
and forms of Western Plainchant, as a 
theoretical background for an informed 
method of chant performance.

MUSC440 Music and the Sacred

A study of the aesthetics of 
music with particular reference 
to the realm of the sacred.

LOCATION 
Strathfield*
Melbourne

* offered in partnership 
with the Australian 

International Conservatorium 
of Music (AICM)

DURATION 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

July
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Master of Music
Admission Requirements
Students will require a Graduate 
Diploma in Music (Performance or 
Composition), or equivalent along with 
an academic IELTS score of 6.5 (with 
minimum scores of 6.0 for all tests).

Prerequisites for the particular studies 
to be undertaken in the course must be 
satisfied.  An audition (live or recorded) or 
submission of a folio of compositions may be 
required as part of the admission process.

Course Aims
The Master of Music aims to engage 
graduates to acquire highly informed 
and developed skills in specialised areas 
of composition or public performance. 
It is expected that graduates of the 
course will be able to demonstrate:

The capacity to prepare and perform 
substantial public recitals of high 
professional standard and with a 
particular focus, or, composition 
and presentation of substantial 
and cohesive musical works of a 
high professional standard;
Highly developed performance 
or compositional technique;
Utilisation of musicological 
knowledge and method to inform 
their performance or composition;
Effective communication of their own 
knowledge and understanding of music;
Skills in researching, developing 
and presenting a scholarly 
commentary on a designated 
performance or composition; and
Professional and ethical behaviour that 
reflects the ethos of the University’s 
Mission, which supports the uniqueness 
and dignity of each person.

Course Structure
Students will complete a total of 
80 credit points, comprising:

40cp from Performance 
[Instrumental, Vocal, Choral 
Direction] or Composition units;
20cp from Research units; and 
20cp from Academic Electives. 

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»
»

Performance Units
Performance units include individual tuition 
with an approved teacher, and classes 
such as master classes, choral rehearsals 
or workshops. Assessment involves public 
performances of professional standing, 
including solo and ensemble repertoire, 
works of varying style and suitable 
technical difficulty. In Sydney, these 
units are to be completed at AICM.

Composition Units
Composition units include individual 
tuition with an approved teacher. In 
addition, students may also participate in 
performance workshops. Assessment is 
based on folios of finished compositions 
in a variety of genres and styles, and may 
be for acoustic and/or electronic forces. 

Research Units
The research units involve the preparation 
of a substantial scholarly commentary 
on the students’ performance or 
composition in parallel units.

Academic Electives
Academic electives embrace a range of 
theoretical, philosophical and historical 
areas as well as studies of repertoire, 
generic studies in musicology, and 
research projects related to the student’s 
performance or composition interests.

LOCATION 
Strathfield*  
Melbourne
*offered in partnership 
with the Australian 
International Conservatorium 
of Music (AICM)

DURATION 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February 
July
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Did you know?
Nurses are in demand all over Australia and the world so they can travel and choose where they want to work 
but, more importantly, they have a chance to make a difference to the quality of someone else’s life. Varied 
working hours with the flexibility of shift work means they can choose to work part-time, allowing them to 
fulfill other commitments.  Graduates are highly valued for the range and extent of skills and knowledge they 
possess and work in hospitals, management, education, research and health promotion.

NURSING
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Bachelor of Nursing/
Bachelor of Arts
Admission Requirements
Equivalent to Australian High 
School completion.

Academic IELTS 6.5 (with a 
minimum of 6.0 in all tests).

Recognition of Prior Relevant 
Professional Qualifications

Applicants who have completed a three year 
post-secondary professional nurse education 
program and are eligible for registration 
as a nurse in the country in which they 
qualified will be considered for credit up 
to �40 credit points. The amount of credit 
will be assessed on an individual basis.

Applicants who have completed other 
nurse education programs will be 
assessed on an individual basis.

Course Aims
If you want to be a competent practitioner, 
creative and critical thinker with skills 
in critical analysis, decision making and 
organisation, then this is the course for you.

you can become a registered nurse able 
to practise in a wide range of healthcare 
settings. This dual degree course aims to 
develop a proactive and adaptable graduate 
who will be an independent lifelong learner.  

It will provide the opportunity for you to 
develop the personal and professional 
attributes required for practice in a 
dynamic, contemporary healthcare 
environment. In addition, the Bachelor of 
Arts degree offers you the opportunity to 
enhance wider skills that are essential in 
many areas of potential employment.

Professional Recognition
Graduates will be eligible for registration 
as a Registered Nurse Division � with 
the Nurses’ Board of Victoria.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 320 credit points, consisting of:

60cp from Nursing Foundations;
50cp from Applied Science for Nursing;
60cp from Contexts of Nursing;
60cp from Clinical Nursing Practice;
�0cp from Electives;
30cp from Science Studies units 
from the Bachelor of Arts; and
60cp from a Minor and Electives from 
Humanities/Social Science Studies 
units from the Bachelor of Arts.

Clinical Nursing Practice
The timetabling of clinical practice experience 
during the semester will depend upon the 
availability of placements, local needs and 
different models of clinical practice. This 
may lead to clinical placements in a regional 
location and/or during semester break.

Students undertaking Clinical 
Nursing Practice will also need to 
meet requirements regarding:

Immunisation
Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation 
(CPR) Certificate
Police Check 
Uniform

Please refer to page 6� for further 
information about these requirements.

»
»
»
»
»
»

»

»
»

»
»

LOCATION 
Melbourne

DURATION 
4 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
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Did you know?

Bachelor of Nursing
Admission Requirements
Equivalent to Australian High 
School completion.

Academic IELTS 6.5 (with a 
minimum of 6.0 in all tests).

Recognition of Prior Relevant 
Professional Qualifications

Applicants who have completed a three year 
post-secondary professional nurse education 
program, and are eligible for registration 
as a nurse in the country in which they 
qualified, will be considered for credit up 
to �40 credit points. The amount of credit 
will be assessed on an individual basis.

Applicants who have completed other 
nurse education programs will be 
assessed on an individual basis.

Course Aims
Do you want to be a competent, 
ethical clinician, a creative and critical 
thinker, an independent lifelong 
learner and a professional nurse?

The course includes studies related to the 
art and science of nursing as well as the 
professional and personal development of 
individual students. Graduates will be eligible 
for registration as a nurse with the relevant 
State authority and will be able to practise 
at beginning levels in the four domains 
of nursing identified in the Australian 
Nursing Council Inc. (ANCI) competencies, 
namely: professional/ethical practice, 
reflection, problem-solving and enabling.

Graduates will be able to practice at 
beginning level in all areas of nursing: 
for example aged care, community, 
developmental disability, maternal and 
infant care, medical/surgical, mental 
health, and paediatric nursing.

Professional Recognition
Upon successful completion of the 
Bachelor of Nursing course graduands 
are eligible to seek registration as 
Registered Nurses with the relevant 
State Nurses’ Registration Authority.

Please note that registration as a nurse 
in Australia is dependent upon meeting 
any additional criteria set by the relevant 
state registering authority. In Queensland, 
ACT and New South Wales, nursing 
authorities require an IELTS score of 7.0 
for registration for graduates who have 
studied in Australia for less than two years.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 240 credit points, consisting of:

60cp from Nursing Foundations;
50cp from Applied Science for Nursing;
60cp from Contexts of Nursing;
60cp from Clinical Nursing Practice; and
�0cp from Electives.

 
Nursing Foundations 
This strand of study provides underpinning 
knowledge and frameworks that 
inform professional nursing practice. 
Knowledge applications from a range of 
disciplines and philosophies are integrated 
to develop an understanding and 
appreciation of the discipline of nursing 
and the complexity of health care. 

Disciplines and philosophies include ethics, 
theology, law, psychology, sociology, 
communication theory, information 
technology, leadership and research. 
This strand comprises seven units, two 
in semester � and one in each of the 
remaining semesters of the course.

Applied Science for Practice
This strand of study provides the 
underpinning knowledge and frameworks 
that support Nursing Foundations and 
Contexts of Nursing units. Knowledge 
applications from a range of disciplines 
are integrated to develop understanding 
and appreciation of clinical practice. 

The disciplines include anatomy, 
physiology, microbiology, physical 
sciences, pathology and pharmacology. 
This strand comprises five units.

Contexts of Nursing
The units in this strand articulate 
integration of knowledge to inform the 
scope of practice. This strand prepares 
the student with necessary knowledge, 
skills and attitudes to act in the role of the 
nurse in a variety of nursing contexts. 

Students will develop practical knowledge to 
provide holistic care across the lifespan in a 
variety of contexts. Contexts of Nursing units 
acknowledge multiple meanings of health 
and illness influenced by a multicultural 
society. This strand comprises six units, one 
is offered each semester of the course.

»
»
»
»
»

LOCATION 
Brisbane

North Sydney  
Canberra

Ballarat
Melbourne

DURATION 
3 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

July*
* July entry unavailable in 

Brisbane, Canberra or Ballarat

Students who do not 
qualify for admission 

to the Bachelor of 
Nursing may enter 

through completion 
of a one year ACU 

National Diploma in 
Tertiary Preparation 

(Nursing).

No credit is awarded 
for completion of the 

Diploma in Tertiary 
Preparation (Nursing)   

Diploma Admission 
Requirements

Overall Academic 
IELTS 5.5 (with 

no less than 5.0 
in each band); 

and

High School 
Graduation (with 

minimum 50% 
pass).

»

»
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Clinical Nursing Practice
This strand of study facilitates experience 
in the application of theory to practice 
and the development of clinical skills and 
knowledge. The six units are dedicated 
to nursing practice in a variety of health 
care environments. The timetabling of 
clinical practice experience during the 
semester will depend upon the availability 
of placements, local needs and different 
models of clinical practice. This may lead 
to clinical placements may in a regional 
location and/or during semester break.

Immunisation

As nursing brings students into contact 
with various communicable diseases it 
is a requirement of some facilities used 
for clinical experience that students 
have appropriate immunisation.

Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation 
(CPR) Certificate

Students are required to have a current 
CPR Certificate from an accredited 
source prior to undertaking clinical 
practice. The currency of the certificate 
will need to be validated each year.

Queensland Commission for 
Children and young People

In Queensland, all students who work with 
children and young people as part of their 
studies will need to apply for a Blue Card. 
This means that all students will be required 
to apply for a Blue Card prior to their 
clinical experience. Failure to hold a Blue 
Card may prevent students from gaining 
access to their Clinical Practice placement.

Prohibited Employment Check

In New South Wales, all students who 
undertake clinical nursing practice will 
need to successfully complete a Prohibited 
Employment declaration. This means that 
all students will be required to complete a 
Prohibited Employment declaration prior to 
their clinical experience. Failure to complete 
a Prohibited Employment declaration may 
prevent students from gaining access 
to their Clinical Practice placement.

Police Check 

In Victoria and the Australian Capital 
Territory, all students who undertake clinical 
nursing practice need to apply for and 
clear a Police Check. This means that all 
students will be required to clear a Police 
Check prior to their clinical experience. 
Failure to clear a Police Check may prevent 
students from gaining access to their Clinical 
Practice placement.  International students 
are also advised to bring a Police Check or 
equivalent from their home country. In some 
countries where it is very difficult to obtain 
police check documentation (eg. Japan), 
students are advised to bring a minimum 
of two written character references from 
suitable referees (eg, university lecturer, 
hospital supervisor). Character references 
should be signed, dated, presented on 
official stationery, and accompanied 
by a certified English translation.

Uniform

Students will be required to wear the 
approved University nursing student’s 
uniform during the clinical components 
of the course. Details concerning 
the uniform and place of purchase 
will be given after enrolment.

LOCATION 
Brisbane
North Sydney 
Canberra
Ballarat 
Melbourne

DURATION 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

Bachelor of Nursing 
(Honours)
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.5 (with a 
minimum of 6.0 in every test).

High level achievement in a three year 
Bachelor of Nursing qualification.

Course Aims
The Bachelor of Nursing (Honours) 
degree aims to prepare graduates with 
research training to make a contribution 
to scholarship and evidence-based 
nursing practice through a year of full-
time study at Honours level including 
the completion of a research project. 

The course will provide students with 
the opportunity to interact in order to 
explore and critically analyse a specialist 
area of nursing or related topics from the 
theoretical and professional perspective, 
and conduct and report a creative and 
analytical study in the form of a thesis.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a 
total of 80 credit points, consisting 
of eight specified units:

NRSG400 Research Methods (Honours);
NRSG40� Traditions and 
Challenges in Nursing;
NRSG409 Honours Thesis (Part A); and
NRSG406 Honours Thesis 
(Part B Full-time).

»
»

»
»
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Master of Nursing 
(Management) 
or 
Master of Nursing 
(Practice)
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS of 6.5 (with a 
minimum of 6.0 in all tests).

A Bachelor of Nursing degree or equivalent.

Eligibility for nurse registration in the 
country of initial qualification.

Course Aims
The Master of Nursing (Management) and 
the Master of Nursing (Practice) will provide 
a focus on professional development as 
well as offering students the opportunity to 
major in their area of interest, specifically 
Nursing Management or Nursing Practice.

The aim of the course is to prepare 
graduates who are educationally prepared 
for management or advanced clinical 
practice in nursing and health care. 

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a 
total of 80 credit points, consisting of:

40cp from Core units;
20cp from Specialisation units in 
Management or Practice; and
20cp from Electives.

 
Core Units
NRSG607 Quality in Health Care 

This unit critically examines the 
emergence of quality management and 
the philosophy of quality improvement 
as a factor in contemporary society. 
Philosophical, historical, social, economic 
and cultural issues that underpin quality 
management systems will be examined.

»
»

»

NRSP6�6 Technology in Health Care 

This clinical practice unit focuses on the 
development of comprehensive skills of 
advanced clinical assessment. The purpose 
of the unit is to enable the student to 
develop an advanced capability in the 
holistic assessment of patients/clients.

NRST606 Transcultural Nursing 

This unit enables students to explore, 
clarify, and examine the nature of 
cultural phenomena in regard to caring, 
caring with cultures, the similarities and 
differences, and the significance of culture 
in nursing and health care practice.

NRST6�3 Leadership and Health Care

This unit will examine the relevance and 
application of contemporary models, 
theories and practices of leadership in 
nursing and health care from social, 
political, and economic viewpoints.

Management 
Specialisation Units

NRST6�5 Policy, Planning and Nursing
NRST622 Resource 
Management in Nursing

Practice Specialisation Units
NRSP60� Clinical Decision Making
NRSP6�0 Profiles in Nursing Practice

Elective Units
NRST6�� Independent Study �
A unit from other Master level courses, 
approved by the Course Co-ordinator

»
»

»
»

»
»

LOCATION 
Brisbane

DURATION 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February 

July

“I re-stabilised my confidence when I graduated from ACU 
National. I was very stressed when I started my course, but I 

graduated from university with good academic results. Now I feel 
confident with my job.” 

Haiping Tang Nursing
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Master of Nursing 
(Research)
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.5, including 
individual scores of 6.0 for all tests.

A Bachelor of Nursing degree (or 
equivalent) with Honours or a Postgraduate 
Diploma, in keeping with the Australian 
Qualifications Framework (AQF) for 
professional master’s degrees. 

Applicants who do not meet the general 
entry requirements, but who have 
other qualifications and/or professional 
experience which would provide a sound 
basis for admission, may be considered 
for special entry to the course.

Course Aims
It is expected that graduates of 
the course will be able to:

Read critically, interpret and 
review nursing and related 
research and literature;
Identify researchable issues within 
the discipline of nursing;
Demonstrate knowledge and skill in 

»

»

»

selected research approaches; and
Articulate an ordered, critical and 
reasoned account of knowledge 
gained through the research process.

 
Course Structure
The course consists of a total of 
�60 credit points, comprising:

Semester �

NRSG6�0 Interpreting 
Health Research (�0cp)
NRSG609 Thesis (30cp)
RESE604 Introduction to Qualitative 
and Quantitative Research (0cp)

 
Semester 2

RESE605 Ethics in Research (0cp)
NRST6�6 Qualitative Research Methods 
(�0cp) or NRST6�7 Quantitative 
Research Methods (�0cp)
NRSG609 Thesis (30cp)

 
Semester 3

NRSG609 Thesis (40cp)
 
Semester 4

NRSG609 Thesis (40cp)

»

»

»
»

»
»

»

»

»

LOCATION 
Brisbane  
North Sydney
Canberra 
Ballarat
Melbourne

DURATION 
2 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

LOCATION 
Brisbane
Ballarat
Melbourne

DURATION 
2 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

Master of Midwifery 
(Research)
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.5, including 
individual scores of 6.0 for all tests.

To qualify for entry to the course, applicants 
must have a Bachelor of Nursing or Midwifery 
degree (or equivalent) with Honours or a 
Postgraduate Diploma, in keeping with 
the Australian Qualifications Framework 
(AQF) for professional Masters degrees. 

Applicants who do not meet the general 
entry requirements, but who have 
other qualifications and/or professional 
experience which would provide a sound 
basis for admission, may be considered 
for special entry to the course.

Course Aims
It is expected that graduates of 
the course will be able to:

Read critically, interpret and 
review midwifery and related 
research and literature;
Identify researchable issues within 
the discipline of midwifery;
Demonstrate knowledge and skill in 

»

»

»

selected research approaches; and
Articulate an ordered, critical and 
reasoned account of knowledge 
gained through the research process.

 
Course Structure
The course consists of a total of 
�60 credit points, comprising:

Semester �

NRSG6�0 Interpreting 
Health Research (�0cp)
NRSG609 Thesis (30cp)
RESE604 Introduction to Qualitative 
and Quantitative Research (0cp)

 
Semester 2

RESE605 Ethics in Research (0cp)
NRST6�6 Qualitative Research Methods 
(�0cp) or NRST6�7 Quantitative 
Research Methods (�0cp)
NRSG609 Thesis (30cp)

 
Semester 3

NRSG609 Thesis (40cp)
 
Semester 4

NRSG609 Thesis (40cp)

»

»

»
»

»
»

»

»

»
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Did you know?
Psychological science is concerned with the study of behaviour and mental processes. 
Psychological science graduates are employed in clinical, organisational, health, community, 
counselling and educational/developmental psychology.

PSyCHOLOGy
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Bachelor of 
Psychological Science
Admission Requirements
Applicants require the equivalent of 
Australian year �2 certificate and an 
overall academic IELTS score of 6.0 (with 
minimum scores of 6.0 in speaking and 
writing, and 5.5 in listening and reading).

Course Aims
Do you want to develop your interest in the 
study of behaviour and mental processes? 

This course provides a comprehensive 
coverage of the discipline of psychology 
within the context of issues and 
practice in the community. you will 
gain the necessary knowledge and 
skills to enable you to progress to 
postgraduate training in psychology 
(the next step for career preparation 
to be a professional psychologist). 

If you wish to move in alternative career 
directions, completion of this degree will 
offer potential employment in a broad 
range of areas including counselling, 
human resources and marketing, child 
welfare, community work and education.

Professional Recognition
The Bachelor of Psychological Science is 
recognised by the Australian Psychological 
Society as an accredited three year 
undergraduate degree in Psychology.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 240 credit points, consisting of:

�00cp from Psychology Core units;
20cp from Psychology Electives;
40cp from a Minor in Family 
Studies or Counselling;
20cp from Philosophy/Theology; and
60cp from Electives.

»
»
»

»
»

Core Units
PSyC�00 Psychology A 
PSyC�0� Psychology B 
PSyC200 Lifespan Development
PSyC202 Social Psychology 
PSyC204 Biological Psychology 
PSyC205 Learning and Perception 
PSyC300 Theories of Personality 
PSyC304 Abnormal Psychology 
PSyC307 Cognitive Psychology 
PSyC309 Psychological Testing 

 
Family Studies Units

SOCG�02 Introduction to Family Studies
SOCG�03 Historical 
Perspectives on the Family
SOCG200 Families in Crisis 
SOCG20� Families and Major Institutions 
SOCG202 Family Support Programs 
SOCG203 Family and Work 
SOCG204 Marriage and 
Relationship Education 
SOCG205 Special Topics 
in Family Studies 
SOCG235 Family and the Law 
THEO26� Family, Faith and Spirituality 

Counselling Units
COUN�06 Introduction to Counselling
COUN208 Theories and 
Techniques of Counselling � 
COUN2�3 Mediation and 
Dispute Resolution 
COUN2�5 Theories and 
Techniques of Counselling 2 

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

»
»

»
»
»
»
»

»

»
»

»
»

»

»

LOCATION 
Brisbane
Melbourne

DURATION 
3 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

“I enjoyed studying at ACU National because I got to experience 
Australian culture and habits. I now work at an Australian 
preschool in Indonesia as a teacher assistant, and also do some of 
work as an assistant psychologist at an international school.”

Sylvia Sanjaya psychology
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Bachelor of 
Psychological Science 
(Honours) 
or 
Postgraduate Diploma 
in Psychology
Admission Requirements 
Bachelor Degree

Academic IELTS 6.0 (with a minimum of 
6.0 in writing and speaking tests, and a 
minimum of 5.5 in listening and reading 
tests) and high level achievement in a three 
year Bachelor of Psychology qualification.

Postgraduate Diploma

Academic IELTS 6.5 (with minimum scored 
of 6.0 for all tests) and a Bachelor’s degree, 
including an accredited three year sequence 
in psychology, completed within the last 
ten years. A minimum entry standard is 
normally at least a credit average in all 
second and third year units of the degree.

Entry is on a competitive basis. All 
applicants are ranked in October the 
year prior to admission before being 
considered for an offer in early December.

Course Aims
The courses provides students, who 
have previously completed an accredited 
three year sequence in psychology, 
with the opportunity for advanced 
level study in a selection of areas 
of specialisation in psychology. 

Candidates studying Honours will have 
the opportunity to engage in research in a 
setting that encourages systematic reflection 
upon the methodology and theory being 
deployed. It is expected that students who 
meet the required standard in this course 
will be advantageously placed to go on to 
higher degrees with the ability to engage 
in significant psychological research.

Professional Recognition
The Bachelor of Psychological Science 
(Honours) and the Postgraduate Diploma in 
Psychology are recognised by the Australian 
Psychological Society as an accredited fourth 
year programs in Psychology. Those students 
who satisfactorily complete either program 
will be eligible for probationary registration 
as psychologists in Victoria, as well as 
becoming eligible for associate membership 
with the Australian Psychological Society.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a 
total of 80 credit points, consisting of:

30cp from Core units
40cp from Research units
�0cp from Elective units 

 
Core Units

PSyC4�3 Ethics and Professional 
Issues in Psychology
PSyC423 Assessment and Intervention
PSyC424 Research Methods

 
Elective Units
PSyC405 Comparative Psychology

Students will be provided with an 
overview of contemporary theories on 
the evolution of behaviour. By using an 
historical perspective on the development 
of these theories, it will be demonstrated 
how cultural contexts exist over time to 
affect the perceptions and analyses of 
human and non-human behaviour.

PSyC407 History and 
Philosophy of Psychology

This unit aims to develop in students a critical 
appreciation of the breadth and limitations 
of the scientific approach to psychology.

PSyC4�2 Psychology of Ageing

This unit explores the ageing process 
and the emerging field of psychology 
and ageing. It will focus on ageing as 
a normal developmental process and 
review contemporary research.

PSyC4�4 Cultural Issues for Psychologists

Using social neuroscience perspectives, 
this unit presents students with cultural 
constructions of how the mind works. 
Particular emphasis is placed on sociocultural 
influences on adaptation to the environment, 
on belief systems and on decision making.

PSyC4�5 Theories of Psychoanalysis

This unit will introduce some of the ideas 
of Sigmund Freud and Jacques Lacan. It 
will focus on their major theoretical and 
clinical contributions, and through a series 
of readings it will investigate the history 
and epistemology of psychoanalysis.

PSyC422 Cognitive Neuropsychology

Unit description not available 
at time of printing.

»
»
»

»

»
»

LOCATION 
Brisbane

Melbourne

DURATION 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
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Master of Psychology 
(Educational and 
Developmental) 
or 
Master of Psychology 
(Clinical)
Admission Requirements

Academic IELTS 6.5 (with minimum 
score of 6.0 for all tests); 
Four years of an accredited 
undergraduate psychology sequence, 
comprising an Honours degree in 
psychology, or a three year degree 
including an accredited sequence 
in psychology plus an accredited 
fourth year in psychology;
Assessment of psychology qualifications 
by the Australian Psychological Society;
Referee reports (one professional/
personal and one academic); and
Interview.

 
Entry is on a competitive basis. All 
applicants are ranked in October the 
year prior to admission before being 
considered for an offer in early December.

Course Aims
This course is an accredited fifth and sixth 
year program in psychology. It provides 
psychology graduates with ethical values, 
advanced knowledge and professional 
skills in psychology, integrated by means 
of the scientist-practitioner model.

»

»

»

»

»

Professional Recognition
The Educational and Developmental stream 
and the Clinical stream both have current 
accreditation with the relevant Australian 
Psychological Society Specialist Colleges.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of �60 credit points, consisting of:

50cp from Core Units;
40cp from Practicum Units;
40cp from Thesis Units; and
30cp from Specialisation Units.

 
Core Units

PSyC630 Psychological Assessment
PSyC63� Psychological Disorders
PSyC632 Foundations of Practice
PSyC633 Counselling One-to-One
PSyC634 Research Methods

 
Professional Experience
Students undertake a series of three 
practicum units designed to provide 
experience in the delivery of a range of 
psychological services. Within these units, 
students are probationary psychologists 
(PP) under the direct supervision of a 
registered psychologist.  PP’s in the Masters 
program are required to gain experience 
by placement for �000 hours across at 
least three different clinical settings. 

»
»
»
»

»
»
»
»
»

LOCATION 
Melbourne

DURATION 
2 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

LOCATION 
Melbourne

DURATION 
3 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

Doctor of Psychology 
(Educational and 
Developmental) 
or 
Doctor of Psychology 
(Clinical)
Admission Requirements

Academic IELTS 6.5 (with a 
minimum of 6.0 for all tests);
Completion of the Master of 
Psychology with a GPA of 6 and 
no result lower than Credit; and
Interview and referee reports.

 
Entry is on a competitive basis. All 
applicants are ranked in October the 
year prior to admission before being 
considered for an offer in early December.

»

»

»

Course Aims
The course aims to prepare graduates with 
advanced knowledge, professional skills 
and ethical values integrated by means of 
the scientist-practitioner model. Graduates 
will be prepared for work as practitioner 
psychologists who are skilled as researchers.

Professional Recognition
The Educational and Developmental stream 
and the Clinical stream both have current 
accreditation with the relevant Australian 
Psychological Society Specialist Colleges. 

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 240 credit points, consisting of:

50cp from Core units;
70cp from Practicum units;
80cp from Thesis units; and
40cp from Elective units.

»
»
»
»



68 www.acu.edu.au/international

Did you know?
The focus on spiritual, moral and religious education addresses such matters as contemporary search for 
meaning and purpose in life, spirituality, critical interpretation of the spiritual/moral influences of culture, inter-
faith and ecumenical education, theological and inter-disciplinary perspectives on education. ACU National has 
the largest group of religious education academics in the Australian tertiary education sector.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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Did you know?

Graduate Certificate 
in Religious Education 
or 
Graduate Diploma in 
Religious Education
 
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.5 (with a minimum 
of 6.0 in every test) and an Australian 
Bachelor Degree or equivalent.

Course Aims
The course is designed to introduce 
students to current scholarship in the field 
of Religious Education, and to provide basic 
certification requirements for teachers who 
wish to be involved in Religious Education. 

It aims to assist teachers in primary or 
secondary schools to gain fundamental 
knowledge, skills and competencies needed 
for Religious Education. Graduates will 
be able to plan, implement and evaluate 
programs of religious education for 
schools and parishes in accordance with 
basic principles of religious education.

The courses are also intended to 
provide the necessary specialisation 
in religious education for entry to the 
Master of Religious Education course. 

Course Structure
Graduate Certificate

Students are required to complete a total 
of 40 credit points consisting of �0cp 
from each of Strands �, 2, 3 and 4.

Students who are completing the program 
in addition to a Graduate Diploma in 
Education (Secondary) in Brisbane are 
required to take a different study program.

Graduate Diploma

Students are required to complete a 
total of 80 credit points, consisting of:

40cp from Core units; and
40cp from Religious Education Studies or 
20cp from Religious Education Studies 
and 20cp from Theological Studies.

»
»

Strand � Units
EDRE5�5 Principles of 
Religious Education 
EDRE5�6 Religious Education Curriculum

 
Strand 2 Units

EDRE5�6 Religious Education Curriculum 
EDRE52� Teaching Religion 
Studies to years �� and �2
EDRE523 Religious Education 
and Social Justice 
EDRE524 Religious Education 
and the young Child
EDRE529 Teaching the Catholic Tradition

 
Strand 3 Units

EDRE5�7 Liturgy and Prayer 
in Religious Education
EDRE5�9 Spirituality, Values 
and Religious Education 
EDRE525 Personal Development 
and Religious Education 
EDRE529 Teaching the Catholic Tradition 
THEO50� Approaching World Religions 
THEO502 Biblical Studies 
THEO543 Theology of Sacraments 
THEO558 Foundations of Christian Faith

 
Strand 4 Units

THEO50� Approaching World Religions 
THEO502 Biblical Studies 
THEO558 Foundations of Christian Faith

 
Core Units

EDRE5�5 Principles of 
Religious Education
EDRE5�6 Religious Education Curriculum
THEO502 Biblical Studies
THEO558 Foundations of Christian Faith

»

»

»
»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»
»
»
»
»

»
»
»

»

»
»
»

LOCATION 
Brisbane
Strathfield
Canberra

DURATION 
Graduate Certificate 
� semester full-time

Graduate Diploma 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July

Students who 
successfully complete 
the Graduate 
Certificate or Graduate 
Diploma in Religious 
Education can 
continue their studies 
at a more advanced 
level in the Master of 
Religious Education.

Students who 
complete the Graduate 
Diploma will be 
granted 40cp credit 
towards the Master of 
Religious Education. 
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Master of Religious 
Education
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.5 (with a 
minimum of 6.0 in every test).

Four year Bachelor degree in 
Education or Bachelor degree in an 
area other than Education and a 
Graduate Diploma in Education.

Substantive studies in Theology and 
Religious Education to fourth year level.

Course Aims
This course offers a relevant, flexible and 
challenging Masters degree directed to 
the needs of candidates who will assume 
positions of responsibility in an increasingly 
diverse field of religious education. 

Candidates will have a specialist interest in 
the subject at school, parish, or diocesan 
level. The program will enable religious 
educators to become thinkers, researchers, 
evaluators and leaders in their field.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a 
total of 80 credit points consisting of:

A minimum of 20cp from 
Theological Studies units;
A minimum of 40cp from 
Religious Education units; and
Up to 20cp from Religious Education 
or Theological Studies units or units 
from other Masters level courses 
approved by the Course Co-ordinator.

 
Theological Studies Units
Biblical Studies

THEO602 Biblical Narrative as Theology
THEO6�5 New Testament Christology
THEO636 Prophetic and 
Wisdom Literature
THEO650 Theological 
Perspectives of the Bible
THEO674 The Corinthian 
Correspondence
THEO694 Biblical Studies

 
Systematic Theology

THEL602 Theology Today
THEO625 Issues in Ecumenism
THEO63� Issues in Systematic Theology
THEO647 Issues in Christian Ethics
THEO649 Revelation and Traditio

»

»

»

»
»
»

»

»

»

»
»
»
»
»

Historical and Religion Studies

THEO6�8 The Phenomenology 
of Religion
THEO62� Church Literature 
to Gregory the Great
THEO632 Jews and Judaism
THEO648 History and 
Development of the Church
THEO655 History of the 
Church in Australia

 
Practical Theology

THEO629 Issues in Liturgical Studies
THEO643 Women and the Church

 
Theological Research

THEO628 Introduction to 
Theological Research 

 
Religious Education Units

EDRE62� History and Theories 
in Religious Education
EDRE622 Cultural Contexts 
of Religious Education
EDRE623 Co-ordination in 
Religious Education
EDRE624 Curriculum in 
Religious Education
EDRE625 Contemporary Issues 
in Religious Education
EDRE626 Faith, Moral Development 
and Values Education
EDRE627 Social Justice and 
Religious Education
EDRE628 Creative Arts and 
Religious Education
EDRE629 Spirituality and 
the Religious Educator
EDRE633 Religious Education Project �
EDRE634 Religious Education Project 2
EDRE635 Religious Education 
Independent Unit
EDRE636 Religious Education Seminar
EDRE639 Religious Education 
in the Faith Community
EDRE640 Research Education 
Research Project
EDRE64� Early Childhood 
and Religious Education

 

»

»

»
»

»

»
»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»
»
»

»
»

»

»

LOCATION 
Brisbane

Strathfield
Canberra

Melbourne

DURATION 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

July
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Did you know?
Social science graduates are often employed as evaluators, policy analysts or advisory officers in a range 

of central government departments, government ministries and local government.  Social work graduates 
are fully trained highly skilled professionals whose job it is to help people help themselves. The level of 

specialisation means that career options are broad with significant opportunities in community organisations, 
social administration, policy formation, social action and program planning.

SOCIAL SCIENCES  
AND SOCIAL WORK



72 www.acu.edu.au/international

Did you know?

Bachelor of 
Social Science
Admission Requirements
The equivalent of Australian year �2 
certificate, plus an overall academic IELTS 
score of 6.0 (with a minimum of 6.0 in 
writing and speaking tests, and a minimum 
of 5.5 in listening and reading tests).

Course Aims
Are you looking to gain theoretical insights 
and practical competencies which will 
enable you to play a creative role in a 
number of community-based settings?

ACU National’s Bachelor of Social Science 
explores the dialogue between psychology 
and sociology which leads to professional 
competence in the human services sector.  

Studying social science provides crucial 
theory and practice that enhance the 
quality of human life and enrich our 
understanding of the human person.

Professional Recognition
In Queensland, graduates from the 
Behavioural Science/Counselling 
combination majors will be eligible to 
apply for associate membership of the 
Queensland Counsellors Association 
and membership of the Australian 
Association of Pastoral Counsellors.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 240 credit points, consisting of:

80cp from one Table A Major 
in Sociology, Behavioural 
Science or Psychology;
80cp from a further Table A Major, 
or a Table B Major (provided that 
a student does undertake Majors 
in both Behavioural Science and 
Psychology) or two Table C Minors;
20cp from two Mission-focussed units;
�0cp from SOCG�04 Introduction 
to Social Issues and Policy;

»

»

»
»

In the case of a student who 
undertakes a major in Sociology 
or Behavioural Science: �0cp from 
Social Science Practicum units;
In the case of a student who undertakes 
a major in youth Work: 30cp from 
youth Work Practicum units; and
Up to 50cp from elective units 
in Indigenous Studies and 
Communication from the Schedule 
of Unit Offerings for the Bachelor of 
Arts degree (subject to availability).

 
Table A Majors

Behavioural Science
Psychology
Sociology

 
Table B Majors

Human Resource Management
Marketing
Counselling
Theological Studies

 
Table C Minors

Communication
Economics
Family Studies
History
ICT
Italian
Japanese
Politics
Philosophy
Study of Religions
Theological Studies 
youth Work
A student may also select a Minor in 
those disciplines listed in Table A or B

»

»

»

»
»
»

»
»
»
»

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

LOCATION 
Brisbane

Melbourne

DURATION 
3 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

July

“My experience in ACU National was fantastic. During the three 
years of my undergraduate, I acquired many skills that are going to 
help me in the future and made friendships that will last a lifetime. 
Because of my good experience, I decided to continue my studies 

at ACU with a Postgraduate Diploma in Psychology.”

Alexia Da Costa Social Science

Students who do not 
qualify for admission to 

the Bachelor of Social 
Science may enter 

through successful 
completion of a one 

year ACU National 
Diploma in Social 

Science.   

When students 
continue onto the 

Degree they will be 
granted 80 credit 

points, which is 
equivalent to one year 

of study.

Diploma Admission 
Requirements

Overall Academic 
IELTS 5.5 (with no 

less than 5.0 in 
each band)

High School 
Graduation (with 

minimum 50% 
pass)

»

»
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Bachelor of Social 
Science (Counselling)
Admission Requirements
The equivalent of Australian year �2 
certificate, plus an overall academic IELTS 
score of 6.0 (with a minimum of 6.0 in 
writing and speaking tests, and a minimum 
of 5.5 in listening and reading tests).

Course Aims
The Bachelor of Social Science (Counselling) 
aims to provide a general level of proficiency 
– both theoretical and practical – suited 
to a range of professionals engaged in 
counselling activity in their professional work.

Counselling is a mode of professional 
helping, which draws heavily on 
the discipline of psychology, while 
integrating reflective practical work. 

The major begins by exploring the history, 
foundations and role of counselling 
and then explores the range of theories 
that contributes to the development 
of a professional orientation. 

There is ongoing attention to the 
development of applied skills, with a focus 
on the significant issues encountered by 
those who work professionally in this area. 
Advanced units explore contemporary issues 
and interventions such as loss and grief, 
spirituality, psychological disorders, ethical 
practices, mediation and group work.

Professional Recognition
Graduates of the Bachelor of Social Science 
(Counselling) are eligible to apply for 
membership of the Australian Association of 
Pastoral Counsellors through which they may 
obtain membership of the Psychotherapy and 
Counselling Federation of Australia (PACFA).

Queensland Counsellors’ Association 
accreditation has also been received 
for this specialisation within the 
Bachelor of Social Science degree.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 240 credit points consisting of:

80cp from Counselling Major 
including all Core units;
80cp from Behavioural Science 
Major including all Core units;
40cp from Clinical Fieldwork;
20cp from Theology/Philosophy 
Core units; and
20cp from Electives in Theology, 
Counselling and/or Behavioural Science.

 
Professional Experience
Students are required to complete practical 
clinical fieldwork placements consisting 
of at least 400 hours duration and will 
be completed in two different settings. 

Students will pursue placements in the 
human service sector or in an organisation 
such as a community agency. Weekly 
debriefing and case supervision provide 
the opportunity for students to learn 
from their practical encounters.

»

»

»
»

»

LOCATION 
Brisbane
Melbourne

DURATION 
3 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July

LOCATION 
Brisbane
Melbourne

DURATION 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July

Bachelor of Social 
Science (Honours)
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.0 (with a minimum of 6.0 
in writing and speaking tests, and a minimum 
of 5.5 in listening and reading tests)

High level achievement in a three-year 
Bachelor of Social Science qualification

Course Aims
Candidates studying Honours will have 
the opportunity to build on the more 
basic foundations provided by their 
first three years in the discipline. 

The fourth year will require study in advanced 
units in Sociology and will provide students 
with the opportunity for engaging in research 
in a setting that encourages systematic 
reflection upon the methodology and 
theory being deployed. It is expected that 
students who meet the required standard 
in this course will be advantageously 
placed to go on to higher degrees.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a 
total of 80 credit points, consisting of:

30cp from Coursework units; and
50cp from Thesis units.

»
»
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Did you know?

Bachelor of 
Social Work
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.0 (with a minimum of 6.0 
in writing and speaking, and a minimum 
of 5.5 in listening and reading), and

A recognised Bachelor’s degree; or
Two years of a recognised 
Bachelor’s degree.

 
The above studies should include a year 
of each of psychology and sociology 
or equivalent. Applicants may also be 
required to undertake an interview.

Course Aims
The Bachelor of Social Work course 
provides an education in social work that 
is informed by a critical understanding of 
the social science disciplines and that is 
oriented to the professional values and 
practices in the social work profession. It 
provides a broad, contextual professional 
education, based on the analysis of social 
processes and human behaviour.

»
»

Professional Recognition
All graduates of the course are eligible 
for membership of the Australian 
Association of Social Workers (AASW).

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of �60 credit points consisting of:

�20cp from Core units; and
40cp from  Field Placement units.

 
Professional Experience
Students are required to complete two 
units of field experience, each totalling 500 
hours. Each unit consists of two modules: 
University based integrative practice seminar 
program and a supervised field placement. 

By the end of the second field placement it is 
expected that students will be able to work 
in both direct and indirect practice contexts 
with the autonomy and competence 
that is expected of a new graduate.

»
»

LOCATION 
Brisbane

Strathfield
Canberra

DURATION 
2 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

Students who do 
not meet the entry 

requirements of the 
Bachelor of Social 

Work can study social 
work through an ACU 
National dual degree:

Bachelor of Arts / 
Bachelor of Social 

Work (page 19)

Bachelor of 
Theology / 

Bachelor of Social 
Work (page 78)

»

»

LOCATION 
Brisbane

Strathfield
Canberra

DURATION 
� semester full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

Bachelor of Social 
Work (Honours)
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.0 (with a minimum 
of 6.0 in writing and speaking 
tests, and a minimum of 5.5 in 
listening and reading tests).

High level achievement in a three year 
Bachelor of Social Work qualification.

Course Aims
The Honours degree is integrated 
into the final year of the Bachelor 
of Social Work degree.

The course aims to equip students with an 
advanced knowledge of social work theory 
and with research design and methods 
appropriate to social work to enable them 
to undertake research into social work.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a 
total of 40 credit points, consisting of:

SWTP405 Honours Research 
Seminar (�0cp)

This unit will provide honours 
students with the opportunity to 
explore the process of developing a 
proposal for their honours thesis.

SWTP406 Social Work Honours 
Thesis A (full-time) (�0cp)

SWTP407 Social Work Honours 
Thesis B (full-time) (20cp)

The honours theses units will involve 
students (either part or full time) 
enrolled in the honours program 
undertaking independent research and 
writing and preparation of an honours 
thesis based on original research. 

A member of the academic staff will 
supervise each honours student. The research 
undertaken in the honours program, the 
preparation and presentation of the theses 
and the supervision of students will be in 
accordance with the Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences Information for Honours Students.
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Bachelor of 
youth Work
Admission Requirements
The equivalent of Australian year �2 
Certificate, plus an overall academic IELTS 
score of 6.0 (with a minimum of 6.0 in 
writing and speaking tests, and a minimum 
of 5.5 in listening and reading tests).

Course Aims
Graduates of this course are highly trained 
and skilled youth workers who are well 
prepared to meet the needs and demands 
of young people in the community.

you will gain theoretical insights and 
practical competencies to enable 
you to work with young people in a 
professional capacity in a variety of 
public and community-based settings.

The course is designed to encourage ethical 
practitioners with experience of agency work 
and procedures, and the diverse demands 
and dilemmas facing youth workers.  
Graduates can look to explore careers within 
and beyond the Christian community.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 240 credit points, consisting of:

80cp from a Major in youth 
Work including all Core units;
80cp from a Major in Sociology 
including all Core units;
�0cp from HIST�06 Australian 
Indigenous Peoples: Past and Present;
�0cp from a Mission-focussed unit;
30cp from Electives; and
30cp from Practicum units.

 
Core Units

ySED�00 History of young People
ySED200 Researching young People
ySED203 Building Relationships 
and Supporting young People
ySED204 Case Management 
in youth Work
ySED205 Ethical Principles and 
Practice of youth Work
ySED300 Social Action
ySED30� youth Policy
ySED303 youth Work in 
Community Settings

 

»

»

»

»
»
»

»
»
»

»

»

»
»
»

Professional Experience
Students are required to complete three 
practicum placements in the course. The first 
practicum is a non–placement practicum. 

Students will visit agencies but they will 
not be on permanent placement. In second 
year, students are required to spend 304 
hours in an agency working with young 
people and, in third year, students will be 
required to spend 380 placement hours in 
an agency that works with young people.

Practicum Units include:

ySED�03  Practicum �: Working with 
youth Organisations and Agencies 

This unit will provide students with an 
opportunity to develop an understanding 
of the youth Work sector and the 
various sectors and settings within which 
youth workers operate. Students will 
also develop an understanding of the 
range of collaborative practices that 
characterise contemporary youth work.

ySED202  Practicum 2: Evaluation Skills

The practicum will provide students 
with an opportunity undertake their 
first placement in a youth work agency 
context. The practicum will allow students 
to examine the daily practices of an 
agency in relation to its stated goals.

ySED302 Practicum 3: 
Interface with youth

This unit will provide students with an 
opportunity to transfer knowledge and 
skills developed in the university to the 
agency context. Students will be expected 
to work with the youth work agency to 
identify a project of value to the agency 
and with beneficial learning and skill 
development opportunities for the student.

LOCATION 
Melbourne

DURATION 
3 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July
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Did you know?
Careers that require an ability to balance values, ethics, power and morality are well suited to theology 
graduates as the Bachelor of Theology teaches students to balance value-laden considerations. Issues like 
therapeutic cloning are argued according to the values and beliefs of different individuals and interest 
groups and theology graduates are trained to deal with problems that arise from colluding belief systems.

THEOLOGy AND PHILOSOPHy
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Bachelor of Theology
Admission Requirements
The equivalent of Australian year �2 
Certificate, plus an overall academic IELTS 
score of 6.0 (with a minimum of 6.0 in 
writing and speaking tests, and a minimum 
of 5.5 in listening and reading tests).

Course Aims
Are you interested in the meaning of life? 
Do you want to explore the big questions 
of ‘life, the universe and everything’ in a 
critical and sustained way? In the Bachelor 
of Theology you explore the richness of 
the Christian tradition to address life’s big 
questions. Theology is an integral part of 
the Catholic intellectual tradition, as faith 
seeks a critical understanding of its beliefs 
and values, and addresses the questions 
posed by the contemporary world.

Drawing on the intellectual resources of 
Christianity you will explore time honoured 
human questions – Is there a God? What 
can we know of God? What happens 
when we die? How can I live an authentic 
life? – and bring them into conversation 

with cutting edge questions and concerns 
– Is religion compatible with science? Why 
Christianity and not another religion? 
Does faith make me a better person?

At ACU National, theology shares with 
philosophy and related disciplines, a 
common vision and a collaborative 
concern for truth, justice, ethical values 
and the dignity of the human person.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 240 credit points, consisting of:

60cp from a Theology major in 
either Biblical Studies, Christian 
Thought or Christian Practice;
80cp from two Theology minors 
(including Biblical Studies, if 
not completed as Major);
80cp from a Major in Liberal Arts, 
or a Minor in Liberal Arts and  an 
alternative sequence approved by 
the Course Coordinator; and
20cp in Electives.

»

»

»

»

LOCATION 
Brisbane
Strathfield
Canberra
Melbourne

DURATION 
3 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February 
July

LOCATION 
Brisbane
Strathfield
Canberra
Melbourne

DURATION 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July

Bachelor of Theology 
(Honours)
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.0 (with a minimum of 6.0 
in writing and speaking tests, and a minimum 
of 5.5 in listening and reading tests).

High level achievement in a three year 
Bachelor of Theology qualification.

Course Aims
The Honours degree allows students to 
build on the knowledge gained in the Pass 
degree and to develop research techniques 
appropriate to their chosen discipline.

The course includes the writing of an 
Honours thesis, along with a research 
methods unit and two coursework units.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a 
total of 80 credit points, consisting of:

30cp from Core units; and
50cp from Thesis units.

»
»

Core Units
THEL400 Research Methods 
Seminar 
THEL40� Special Studies in Theology �
THEL402 Special Studies in Theology 2

 
Thesis
The preparation and presentation of a thesis 
of �5,000 words related to a discipline in 
which a Major has been undertaken in 
the Pass degree and involving appropriate 
individual research supervised by staff 
appointed by the School Committee.

»

»
»
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Bachelor of 
Theology/Bachelor 
of Social Work
Admission Requirements
Applicants will require the equivalent 
of Australian High School completion 
and an overall academic IELTS score of 
6.0 (with a minimum of 6.0 in writing 
and speaking tests, and a minimum of 
5.5 in listening and reading tests.

Course Aims
Graduates gain a richer base for 
understanding the human search for 
meaning and values through a formal 
study of theology to enhance their chosen 
professional career as social workers.

The aim of this dual degree course is to 
provide an education in social work that 
is informed by the range of insights and 
values specific to the Christian tradition. 
you will also gain an education in theology 
that is oriented to the professional values 
and practice of the social work profession.

The course prepares students to practise 
in the wide range of roles that are open 
for qualified social workers. All social 
workers share the goals of social justice 
and the enhancement of the quality of 
life and opportunities for individuals, 
families and groups in our communities. 

Some social workers assist people in the 
community to deal with issues, some plan 
and develop new policies and services, 
some manage services such as for 
hospitals or refugee services or prisons, 
and others work in child protection. 

Professional Recognition
All graduates of the program are eligible 
for membership of the AASW.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 320 credit points consisting of:

�00cp of Core units from 
Christian Practice (60cp) and 
Christian Thought (40cp);
40cp from Biblical Studies 
minor including core unit;
�0cp from Theology core unit;
�0cp from Philosophy units;
�20cp from Social Work units; and
40cp from Social Work 
Field Placement units.

 
Social Work Units

SWTP308 Introduction to Social Work 
SWTP309 Theoretical Frameworks 
for Social Work Practice 
SWTP3�� Social Work with Children, 
young People and Families 
SWTP3�2 Social Work Practice 
with Individuals and Groups � 
SWTP3�3 Social Work Research 
SWTP3�4 Social Work and Law 
SWTP400 Public Policy 
for Social Workers 
SWTP40� Social Work Practice 
with Communities 
SWTP402 Social Work 
and Mental Health 
SWTP404 Organisational Practice 
SWTP4�� Social Work Practice 
with Individuals and Groups 2
SWTP4�2 Individual and 
Community Risk and Resilience

 
Professional Experience
Students are required to complete two 
units of field experience, each totalling 500 
hours. Each unit consists of two modules: 
University based integrative practice seminar 
program and a supervised field placement.  

By the end of the second field placement it is 
expected that students will be able to work 
in both direct and indirect practice contexts 
with the autonomy and competence 
that is expected of a new graduate.

»

»

»
»
»
»

»
»

»

»

»
»
»

»

»

»
»

»

LOCATION 
Brisbane

Strathfield
Canberra

DURATION 
4 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

Maame Esi Louis Theology / Social Work
“The degree will equip me with the skills and experience 

necessary to respond to people in need of pastoral and social 
care.  When I finish my degree I would love to work as an 

international aid worker and positively influence the lives of 
marginalised young people away from home.”
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Graduate Certificate 
in Arts (Theology)
Admission Requirements
The equivalent of an Australian Bachelor 
Degree, plus an overall academic IELTS score 
of 6.5 (with a minimum of 6.0 for all tests).

Course Aims
This course provides a concentration of 
units in theology for students wishing to 
pursue their personal and professional 
interest in the area. The Graduate Certificate 
in Arts (Theology) serves as a prerequisite 
for the Master of Arts (Theology) for those 
students who lack theological studies at 
a postgraduate level. The course aims 
to introduce students to some of the 
principal subject areas of contemporary 
Catholic theology, in the context of 
ecumenical and inter-faith dialogue.

Professional Recognition
Professional recognition may differ between 
dioceses. Teacher applicants are advised 
to contact the Catholic or State Education 
Office in the area in which they teach 
to ascertain the status of the course.

Students who wish to proceed to further 
study upon completion of the Graduate 
Certificate are eligible to enter the 
Master of Arts (Theology) course.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a 
total of 40 credit points consisting of:

THEO502 Biblical Studies;
THEO558 Foundations of 
Christian Faith; and
20cp from Electives.

»
»

»

LOCATION 
Brisbane
Strathfield
Canberra
Ballarat
Melbourne

DURATION 
� semester full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July

LOCATION 
Brisbane
Strathfield
Canberra
Ballarat
Melbourne

DURATION 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July

Master of Arts 
(Theology)
Admission Requirements
The equivalent of an Australian Bachelor 
Degree with a four unit undergraduate minor 
in theological studies, or a Bachelor Degree 
plus a Graduate Certificate in Arts (Theology).

Students must also have an overall 
academic IELTS score of 6.5 (with a 
minimum of 6.0 for all tests).

Course Aims
The Master of Arts (Theology) is a generalist 
postgraduate coursework degree which 
provides a pathway for graduates without 
substantial theological background to 
gain a foundation in the study of Christian 
theology; and, for graduates with at least 
an undergraduate major in theology, 
the course enables them to deepen their 
knowledge and skills in theology.

This course is designed to enable students to:

Study the meaning and practice 
of Christian theology within 
the Catholic tradition; 
Develop and enhance a critical 
academic understanding of the 
Christian scriptures, the history of 
the Christian tradition, the systematic 
and doctrinal heritage of Christian 
theology, and the moral and practical 
dimensions of Christian faith; 

»

»

Engage with contemporary social 
and ethical issues, ecumenical and 
interfaith contexts, and the relevance 
of theology to human culture; 
Articulate the inter-relationships between 
theology and particular vocational, 
professional and pastoral activities.

 
Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 80 credit points from the Schedule of 
Unit Offerings, including at least �0cp from 
advanced units in Biblical Studies and at 
least �0cp from Systematic Theology.

The Schedule of Unit Offerings includes 
subjects in the following areas:

Biblical Studies
Systematic Theology
Ministry and Praxis
Spirituality and Pastoral Ministry
Religion and Culture
Patristics and Historical Studies
Interfaith and Other Religious Studies
Biblical and Ecclesiastical Languages
Research

»

»

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
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Master of Philosophy
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.5 (including individual 
scores of 6.0 for all tests).

Applicants must meet one of the following:

A Bachelor’s Degree with at least 
second class honours, Division B, or
A Bachelor’s Degree with 2nd Class 
Honours in which there is no division 
and the Research Committee is 
satisfied that the standard attained is 
equivalent to a H2B from ACU, or
A graduate of this or another 
tertiary education institution and 
has after one year’s study at ACU 
reached in the examination period a 
standard equal to at least H2B, or
A graduate of at least two years 
standing and the applicant’s research 
publications or written reports on 
work carried out satisfy the Academic 
Board that the applicant has the 
ability and experience to pursue 
the proposed course of study.

»

»

»

»

Course Aims
The degree of Masters of Philosophy is 
available in all Faculties of the University 
and is awarded without classification on 
the basis of examination of a major thesis. 

The requirements for the degree shall be 
completed by submission of a thesis, which 
demonstrates the ability of a candidate to 
conduct a research program, a command 
of the knowledge and skills pertinent to 
the area of investigation, and a critical 
appreciation and understanding of the 
relationship of the candidate’s work to the 
work of others within the subject area.

LOCATION 
Brisbane

North Sydney
Strathfield

Canberra
Ballarat

Melbourne

DURATION 
2 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
January

April
July

October

LOCATION 
Brisbane

North Sydney
Strathfield

Canberra
Ballarat

Melbourne

DURATION 
4 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
January

April
July

October

Doctor of Philosophy
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.5 (including individual 
scores of 6.0 for all tests).

Applicants must meet one of the following:

A Bachelor’s Degree with at least 
second class honours, Division B, or
A Bachelor’s Degree with 2nd Class 
Honours in which there is no division 
and the Research Committee is 
satisfied that the standard attained is 
equivalent to a H2B from ACU, or
A graduate of this or another 
tertiary education institution and 
has after one year’s study at ACU 
reached in the examination period a 
standard equal to at least H2B, or
A graduate of at least two years 
standing and the applicant’s research 
publications or written reports on 
work carried out satisfy the Academic 
Board that the applicant has the 
ability and experience to pursue 
the proposed course of study.

»

»

»

»

Course Aims
The degree of Doctor of Philosophy is 
available in all Faculties of the University 
and is awarded without classification on 
the basis of examination of a major thesis. 

The requirements for the degree shall 
be completed by submission of a thesis 
which demonstrates that the candidate 
has made a substantial contribution to 
learning and appreciates and understands 
the relationship of the candidate’s own 
investigations to a wider field of knowledge.
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Did you know?
Visual arts and design graduates have opportunities to work in a wide range of positions such as 

art gallery administrators, curators, education officers, events coordinators, graphic designers, sales 
managers and visual merchandisers. While some graduates earn enough income from their art and 

design practice to support themselves,  others supplement their income in other areas. 

VISUAL ARTS AND DESIGN
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Did you know?

Associate Degree 
in Visual Arts 
and Design
Admission Requirements
Equivalent of Australian year �2.

Academic IELTS score of 6.0 (with minimum 
scores of 6.0 in speaking and writing, 
and 5.5 in listening and reading).

Course Aims
The course is designed for students 
interested in a broadly based course that 
integrates the study of studio-based art, art 
and design history and theory with a strand 
of graphic design. The course prepares 
students for ethical, professional practice in a 
diversity of careers in visual arts and design. 

Course Structure
Students will complete a total of 
�60 credit points, comprising:

40cp from 2D Studies units;
40cp from 3D/4D Object Design units;
40cp from Graphic Design units;
40cp from Art and Design 
History and Theory units; and
Volunteer Experience.

 
2D Studies Units
ARTS�09 2D Studies �

This unit will introduce students to the 
fundamental relationships that exist 
between media areas such as drawing, 
print-media, painting, and photography.

ARTS��3 2D Studies 2

This unit is designed to extend the 
development of concepts, processes and 
techniques as they relate to projects in two 
dimensional media areas such as drawing, 
painting, photography and print-media.

ARTS225 2D Studies 3

This unit is designed to extend the 
development of concepts, processes and 
techniques as they relate to projects selected 
from two-dimensional media areas such as 
drawing, painting, print and photomedia.

ARTS238 2D Studies 4 

This unit is designed to extend the 
students’ skills and techniques of 2D studies 
including painting, drawing, printmaking 
and photography and to broaden the 
conceptual and critical framework in 
which artworks are conceived.

»
»
»
»

»

3D/4D Object Design Units
ARTS��0 3D/4D Object Design �

This unit is designed to introduce students 
to a diverse range of approaches to 
3D and 4D forms and object design, 
through the completion of a number 
of project-based exercises.

ARTS��4 3D/4D Object Design 2

Students will further develop their 
knowledge of the processes and skills 
relevant to the production of selected 
3D and 4D forms and object design.

ARTS226 3D/4D Object Design 3 

Students will complete a series of 
project-based works such as site-specific, 
temporal, ephemeral or performance-based 
installations as well as works which explore 
concepts and skills related to object making.

ARTS239 3D/4D Object Design 4

Students will work on studio-based projects 
leading to more individual approaches 
to art making in order to accommodate 
a more personal creative direction.

Graphic Design Units
ARTS��� Graphic Design �

This unit introduces students to computers, 
including hardware, software and 
design applications as they are used 
in the graphics and media industry.

ARTS��5 Graphic Design 2

Technical skills will be further developed 
in print media with an emphasis on 
preparing publications for printing.

ARTS227 Graphic Design 3 

Practical skills in graphic design in web 
and 2D animation media will be taught 
and applied in a range of projects.

ARTS240 Graphic Design 4 

This unit provides opportunities for students 
to both develop skills and to undertake 
projects in graphic design for the internet, 
advanced 2D animation and 3D animation.

LOCATION 
Strathfield

Melbourne

DURATION 
2 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

July

Students who 
successfully complete 
the Associate Degree 

in Visual Arts and 
Design can continue 

their studies at a more 
advanced level.

Students can articulate 
into the Bachelor of 

Visual Arts and Design 
with full credit (160cp) 

for the subjects already 
completed within the 

Associate Degree. 
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Did you know?

Bachelor of Visual 
Arts and Design
Admission Requirements
Applicants require the equivalent of 
Australian year �2 certificate and an 
overall academic IELTS score of 6.0 (with 
minimum scores of 6.0 in speaking and 
writing, and 5.5 in listening and reading).

Course Aims
The course is a broad, foundational 
course which systematically studies 
diverse aspects of art and design. you 
will be prepared for a varied range of 
careers in visual arts and design.

This course provides you with a balanced 
mix of studio-based art, graphic design, 
and art and design history and theory. The 
University has art galleries in which you 
gain practical experience with exhibitions. 

you are encouraged to develop your practice, 
to think critically, to evaluate evidence 
from many sources and to become part 
of a stimulating community characterised 
by free inquiry and academic integrity. 

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a total 
of 240 credit points consisting of:

40cp from 2D Studies;
40cp from 3D/4D Object Design;
40cp from Graphic Design;
40cp from Art and Design 
History and Theory;
20cp from Professional 
Development and Practice;
40cp from Self-directed Studies;
20cp from Mission-focussed units; and
Required Volunteer Experience.

»
»
»
»

»

»
»
»

Professional Development 
and Practice
ARTS325 Professional Practice

This unit will prepare students for 
professional practice as artists, graphic 
designers, art historians, art writers 
or other arts-related professionals. 

The emphasis of the unit is on the vocational 
and organisational aspects of practice and 
theory, understood in the context of research 
concerning best practice in the field.

ARTS326 Internship

In this unit students are required to work as 
an apprentice (assistant) to an artist, graphic 
designer, critic, art historian, craftsperson, 
museum or gallery manager or curator who 
will function as a mentor. The student will 
undertake an ethnographic inquiry into 
the practice of the assigned mentor, prior 
to the preparation of a work proposal. 

The work proposal must be approved by 
both the University and the mentor before 
commencement of the internship. The 
internship will provide a vocational focus for 
students as they prepare for a diversity of 
careers in visual arts and design practice.

LOCATION 
Strathfield
Melbourne

DURATION 
3 years full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
July

Students who do not 
qualify for admission 
to the Bachelor of 
Visual Arts and Design 
may enter through 
successful completion 
of a one year ACU 
National Diploma in 
Visual Arts and Design.   

When students 
continue onto the 
Degree they will be 
granted 80 credit 
points, which is 
equivalent to one year.

Diploma Admission 
Requirements

Overall Academic 
IELTS 5.5 (with no 
less than 5.0 in 
each band)

High School 
Graduation (with 
minimum 50% 
pass)

»

»

“I am glad that I was able to have an industry placement while 
studying as it is very important to have such experience. In my case I 
was very lucky to work in a graphic design firm, who allowed me to 
handle their real time jobs with their guidance.”

Malith Fernando Visual Arts and Design
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Bachelor of Visual 
Arts and Design 
(Honours)
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.0 (with a minimum 
of 6.0 in writing and speaking 
tests, and a minimum of 5.5 in 
listening and reading tests).

High level achievement in a three-
year Bachelor of Visual Arts 
and Design qualification.

Course Aims
The Bachelor of Visual Arts and Design 
Honours degree is a higher level of study 
available to students who wish to undertake 
research-based practice in studio art, 
graphic design and art and design history 
and theory into an honours fourth year.

Course Structure
Students are required to complete 
a total of 80 credit points from the 
Schedule of Honours Units.

Honours Units
ARTS405 Practices of Research 
in Art and Design
ARTS406 Issues of Ethical 
Practice in Art and Design 
ARTS407 Advanced Studies 
in Art and Design
ARTS408 Research Thesis / 
Research Studio Practice A  
ARTS409 Research Thesis / 
Research Studio Practice B

»

»

»

»

»

LOCATION 
Strathfield

Melbourne

DURATION 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

July

LOCATION 
Strathfield

DURATION 
Postgraduate Certificate 

� semester full-time

Postgraduate Diploma 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February

Postgraduate 
Certificate in Visual 
Arts and Design 
or 
Postgraduate 
Diploma in Visual 
Arts and Design
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.5, including 
individual scores of 6.0 for all tests.

Bachelor Degree in an arts 
or design discipline.

Course Aims
Artists and designers of the future need 
to be able to: work across disciplines, 
collaborate with artists and designers 
in other fields, be literate in new 
technologies, have a broad understanding 
of their place in the history of art and 
design practice, be conversant with 
current debates in cultural theory.

The Postgraduate Certificate and 
Postgraduate Diploma in Visual Arts 
and Design, are designed to enable 
students to further their knowledge 
and experience of the practices of 
visual arts or design disciplines. 

The courses provide opportunities for 

graduates wishing to extend their three-year 
undergraduate period of study in visual arts 
and design and are intended to cater for 
members of a wide range of professions in 
the visual arts and design disciplines, as well 
as for those motivated by personal interest in 
the academic study of visual arts and design.

Course Structure
Postgraduate Certificate

Students are required to complete a 
total of 40 credit points consisting of:

20cp from Core units; and
20cp from the student’s 
chosen Specialisation.

 
Postgraduate Diploma

Students are required to complete 
a total of 80cp consisting of:

40cp from Core Units
40cp from the student’s 
chosen Specialisation

 
Core Units

ARTS500 Art and Design Seminar
ARTS50� Marketing and 
Promotion for Art and Design
ARTS502 Practices of Research 
in Art and Design
ARTS503 Issues of Ethical 
Practice in Art and Design

»
»

»
»

»
»

»

»
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Master of Visual 
Arts and Design
Admission Requirements
Academic IELTS 6.5 (including individual 
scores of 6.0 for all tests).

A Bachelor Degree in an arts or design 
discipline, and a Postgraduate Diploma 
in Visual Arts & Design or equivalent.

Course Aims
Artists and designers of the future need to be 
able to: work across disciplines, collaborate 
with artists and designers in other fields, be 
literate in new technologies, have a broad 
understanding of their place in the history 
of art and design practice, be conversant 
with current debates in cultural theory.

The Masters of Visual Arts and Design, 
is designed to enable students to further 
their knowledge and experience of the 
practices of visual arts or design disciplines. 

The course provides opportunities for 
graduates wishing to extend their three-
year undergraduate period of study in 
visual arts and design and are intended 
to cater for members of a wide range of 
professions in the visual arts and design 
disciplines, as well as for those motivated 
by personal interest in the academic 

Course Structure
Students are required to complete a 
total of 80 credit points consisting of:

20cp from Core Units; and
60cp from Electives in the student’s 
chosen Specialisation.

 

»
»

Core Units
ARTS600 Art, Design and New Media

Art, technology and new media will be 
examined in the context of contemporary 
practice. A range of practices will be 
examined, including holograms, digital 
imaging and techno-performance. 

Besides investigating the work of new and 
emerging artists, the unit will look at the 
way in which museums and galleries have 
responded to the demands of exhibiting 
new media works. Visits to galleries and 
artists studios will be a focus of this unit.

ARTS60� Art, Design and 
Cultural Difference

The conceptualisation and critical evaluation 
of cultural difference has occupied a central 
position in Western art and design practice. 
Cultural difference can be interpreted 
as a series of narratives and counter-
narratives tied to concepts of social, cultural 
or psychic constructions of identity. 

The unit examines the aesthetic 
representation of power and 
definitions of identity.

Specialisations
Design Studio in Graphic and 
Multi-Media Design   

ARTS602 Design Studio in 
Integrated Design
ARTS603 Advanced Design Studio 
in Graphics and Multi-Media
ARTS604 Design Studio Project �
ARTS605 Design Studio Project 2

 
Studio Practice in 2D/3D Object Design      

ARTS606 Advanced Studio Practice �
ARTS607 Advanced Studio Practice 2
ARTS608 Studio Project �
ARTS609 Studio Project 2 

»

»

»
»

»
»
»
»

LOCATION 
Strathfield

DURATION 
� year full-time

COMMENCEMENT 
February
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Academic Information
Academic Progress
A student’s enrolment in a course may 
be deferred, suspended or cancelled in 
accordance with University regulations.  

These regulations are listed in the yearly 
handbook, accessible via:  
http://my.acu.edu.au/39999

Assessment Methods
Assessments may include use of a range of 
methods such as formal end of semester 
examinations, continuous assessment 
through the semester, written assignments/
essays, field projects etc. Students will 
be advised of the particular method(s) 
at commencement of the course.

Professional Recognition
Students should check with the 
professional bodies in their own country 
in regard to the recognition of courses, 
which they undertake outside their 
country, to ensure that they meet local 
professional standards and guidelines.

Credit Transfer
ACU National may grant credit or 
advanced standing for a student’s previous 
tertiary studies and/or recognised prior 
learning. The maximum amount of credit 
which can be awarded is normally:

Up to two thirds of an undergraduate 
qualification, depending on the 
program for which entry is sought; or
Up to half of a postgraduate 
qualification, depending on the 
program for which entry is sought.

 
Credit is normally assessed at the time of 
enrolment, not at the time of application. 
Credit will not be granted for any academic 
study completed more than seven years 
before admission to candidature.

Applying for Credit

International students seeking to apply 
for credit or advanced standing should 
bring with them as much information as 
possible about the courses already studied, 
including certified academic transcripts 
in English with full subject descriptions.

Upon commencement of studies at the 
university, students will need to liaise with 
their Course Coordinator to formalise 
recognition for prior learning or any credit 
awarded at the application stage.

»

»

Refund Policy 
English Language Programs
To access the Refund Policy for English 
Language Programs, please refer to the 
International Pathway Guide, or our website:

www.acu.edu.au/international/
international_admissions/fee_
information/refund_policy

Diploma and Degree Programs
Total refunds

A total refund (inclusive of the 
Diploma enrolment fee) will be made 
in the following circumstances:

If an offer of a place is withdrawn by 
the University all tuition fees are fully 
refundable. However, if the offer was made 
on the basis of incorrect or incomplete 
information being supplied by the 
applicant/student the University reserves 
the right to retain �0% of one full semester 
fees plus the Diploma enrolment fee.

ACU National is unable to provide or 
ceases to provide the course for which 
the student has applied or is enrolled.

A student who fails to meet degree/ 
diploma progression rules and who is 
thus not permitted to re-enrol will be 
eligible for a refund of those fees paid in 
advance of notification of exclusion.

Partial refunds

If a student, after accepting an offer of a 
place, informs the University of an intention 
to withdraw, the University will provide 
a refund but will retain a percentage of 
the semester fee to cover administrative 
costs. This fee is determined by the 
amount of notice given, as follows:

Four weeks or more notice before 
the commencement of the course 
will invoke an administrative fee of 
�0% of one full semester fees.
Less than four weeks notice 
before course commencement will 
invoke an administrative fee of 
25% of one full semester fees.
Notice within the first four weeks 
of commencement of the course 
will invoke an administrative fee of 
50% of one full semester fees.

 
The Diploma enrolment fee is not refundable 
under any of these circumstances. 

»

»

»

USEFUL INFORMATION
SEMESTER TIMETABLE

Semester One
Commences �st 

week in February
Finishes 3rd week in June

 
Semester Two

Commences 2nd 
week in July

Finishes 2nd week 
in November

 
This information is a 

guide only. Students who 
do not arrive in time for 
the commencement of 

semester will miss essential 
orientation information

UNIT OFFERINGS
Elective unit offerings will 

vary subject to student 
demand and lecturer 

availability. Additionally, 
elective units will vary 

between campuses and 
from year to year.



87www.acu.edu.au/international

NOTE: Total or partial refunds may also 
be given in exceptional circumstances, 
which prevent a student taking a place 
after accepting an offer, as follows:

Inability to obtain a student visa;
Illness or disability;
Death of the student or a 
close family member; or
Political, civil and natural events, 
which prevent full payment of fees.

 
Documentary evidence must be provided.

No refunds

A student who withdraws from a course, for 
whatever reason, after the fourth teaching 
week of the course will not be eligible for a 
refund. Students who are granted permanent 
resident status during the course are required 
to pay the fees for the remainder of the 
semester in which they are currently enrolled.

Refund process

Any student who wishes to obtain a refund 
on the above or any other grounds should 
make application in writing to the Manager, 
International Education for a decision by 
the Director of International Education. If 
the student is not satisfied with a decision 
of the Director, appeals should be made in 
writing to the Director, University Services.

Refunds will be made in Australian dollars 
and the University reserves the right to 
make refunds payable in the country 
of origin. Agency fees, if applicable, 
will not be refunded. In the case of an 
approved transfer to another educational 
institution any balance of fees will be 
sent to that institution upon request.

This agreement does not remove the 
student’s right to take further action under 
Australia’s consumer protection laws.  

The University’s dispute resolution processes 
do not circumscribe the student’s right 
to pursue other legal remedies.

Release Policy
Approvals for release to enrol at another 
education provider are not automatic. 
Students must formally apply for approval 
from the Director, International or delegate. 
A copy of the new provider’s offer letter 
must be included with the request.  

Students do not require a release letter 
under the ESOS Act 2000 once they 
have completed six calendar months 
of their principal course (ie Bachelor 
Degree rather than pathway program).

»
»
»

»

Refusals

The University will not grant release 
letters in the following circumstances:

For students commencing their 
principal course who wish to transfer 
from a higher level course to a lower 
level course (ie Degree to diploma);
If the request is considered detrimental 
to the student’s well-being; or
If the student is indebted 
to the University.

 
Students who are refused have the right to 
appeal in accordance with the University’s 
complaints and grievance process.

Approvals

Release letters will normally be issued 
on the basis of the following criteria:

The University not being able 
to provide a course;
The student not being able to proceed 
in their course due to prerequisite and 
or academic progression problems;
Completion of one full 
academic session; or
Written advice supporting a change 
from a government sponsor.

 
Students under �8 years of age
In addition to a copy of the new 
institutions offer letter the following 
must also be obtained for a student 
under �8 years of age:

Written confirmation that the 
student’s parent or legal guardian 
supports the transfer; and
Where the student is not being cared 
for in Australia by a parent or suitable 
nominated (blood) relative, the valid 
enrolment offer also confirms that 
the registered provider will accept 
that responsibility for approving the 
student’s accommodation, support and 
general welfare arrangements as per 
standard 5 of the National Code 2007.

 
Timeframe
Students will be advised of an 
outcome within fourteen days of 
the formal request for release.

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»
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STUDy ABROAD
Students who are interested in specific 
unit offerings at ACU National are 
able to undertake studies as a non-
award, study abroad student.

Study abroad provides great flexibility and 
an official transcript of results is provided 
upon completion of studies. There are 
three ways a student may undertake study 
abroad programs at ACU National:

Individual Study Abroad
Students can undertake a full-time study 
load over a sixteen week semester.  
Units can be selected from all that are 
on offer to Australian students.

Group Study Abroad
Summer Semester

Groups of �2 can undertake a four to 
six week program which can focus on 
a variety of subject areas, depending 
on group requirements. Popular study 
areas include Australian Culture, 
Environmental Studies, Aboriginal 
Studies and Asian Studies. Field Trips and 
Internships can also be incorporated.

Full Semester

Groups of �2 can undertake a sixteen 
week program including two units of 
the students’ choice, an internship or 
third unit and one compulsory unit titled 
Australian Culture and Diversity.

Study Tour
ACU National offers tailored study programs 
for groups of varying sizes. These can be a 
combination of study and internships, a topic 
of your choosing and English, or English only.

For more information about 
undertaking Study Abroad at ACU 
National, please visit our website:

www.acu.edu.au/studyabroad

Friederike Rempel Germany

“For my course in Germany, it is compulsory to study one semester in an 
English speaking country.  ACU is a partner university of the University of 

Education in Freiburg, Germany.

Mount St Mary is a very nice campus.  It is small and friendly.  I like the old 
buildings.  I enjoy studying at ACU because the campus and the faculty 

is small and very friendly.  I only met people that were really friendly and 
helpful.”

Helene Jensen Germany

“I chose to study at ACU as part of my studies in Germany.  I came here 
to improve my English. My campus in Sydney is Mt St Mary which is in 

Strathfield.  It used to be a monastery. There are lots of palm trees and it 
is a very beautiful campus.  I enjoy studying at ACU because it is small, 

friendly and welcoming.”

Maike Schlangenhauf Germany

“I chose ACU because I like Australia and this university was recommended 
to me. My campus in Sydney is Mt St Mary.  I like the old buildings as well 

as the palm trees on campus.  It is a small and friendly campus, with many 
opportunities to take part in student life.”
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Apply Online
ACU National has a secure application 
facility on its website. You can complete 
our electronic application form, upload 
scanned documents and submit your 
application directly to the University.  

Visit www.acu.edu.au/iapply

An application fee is payable 
for some programs.

Application Deadlines

Applicants may apply to the University 
at any time, however on time closing 
dates for applications are as follows:

31 October for February 
(1st semester) intake
30 April for July (2nd semester) intake

 
Applications will be accepted after 
these dates if vacancies exist. English 
Language applications can be accepted 
at any time subject to intake vacancies.  

The University reserves the right to close 
applications prior to the published closing 
dates where enrolment quotas are filled.

Australian Year 12 Applicants

If you are currently undertaking an 
Australian Year 12 and are hoping to 
enter an undergraduate degree, then 
you will need to apply through the 
relevant Tertiary Admissions Centre:

Queensland Tertiary 
Admissions Centre (QTAC)

www.qtac.edu.au 

QTAC processes onshore Year 12 
applicants for our campus in Brisbane 
(McAuley at Banyo). Offshore applicants 
undertaking an Australian Year 12 
should apply directly to the University.

University Admissions Centre (UAC)

www.uac.edu.au

UAC processes both onshore and offshore 
Australian Year 12 applicants for our 
campuses in North Sydney (Mackillop 
Campus), Strathfield (Mount St Mary 
Campus) and Canberra (Signadou Campus).

Victorian Tertiary Admissions 
Centre (VTAC)

www.vtac.edu.au 

VTAC processes onshore Year 12 
applicants for our campuses in Ballarat 
(Aquinas Camps) and Melbourne (St 
Patrick’s Campus). Offshore applicants 
undertaking an Australian Year 12 
should apply directly to the University.
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Offer of Place
If your application to ACU National 
has been successful, you will receive a 
“Letter of Offer” from the University. 
The letter will outline the following:

The course the applicant has 
been accepted into;
The starting date of the course;
The fees payable; and
The conditions of offer, 
if any (e.g. IELTS).

 
If your application is unsuccessful, 
we will also advise you by letter.

Accept your Offer
To accept your place at ACU National, 
please do the following:

Sign the “Offer Acceptance 
and Payment Advice” form;
Make a payment of fees as indicated 
on your offer letter. You can pay 
by cheque or telegraphic transfer, 
or for students with a Degree offer 
(eg Bachelor or Masters) you can 
pay online by credit card; and 
Send a copy of your signed form and 
evidence of payment to the relevant 
Finance Office: 
English/Diploma Programs 
admin@acuiss.com 
Degree Programs 
international.finance@acu.edu.au

 
NOTE:

Applicants from Assessment Level 3 & 
4 countries should not pay fees until 
advised by their Australian Visa Office 
of Pre Visa Approval (PVA). A copy of 
the PVA letter should be submitted 
along with the payment of fees. 

Obtain a Student Visa
Upon receipt of payment, the 
University will issue an electronic 
“Confirmation of Enrolment” (eCOE). 

Take this document to your nearest 
Australian Visa Office in order to apply 
for a visa. For information on visa 
matters, please refer to the Australian 
Department of Immigration and 
Citizenship via www.immi.gov.au.
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AM I AN INTErNATIONAL 
STUDENT?
International students 
are classified as those 
who wish to study 
on-campus in Australia 
using a Student Visa or 
Temporary resident Visa.

NOTE: 
Citizens and Permanent 
residents of Australia, 
Citizens of New Zealand, 
and all students who 
wish to study online or 
at a location outside 
Australia should not apply 
through the International 
Education Office. 

hOw TO APPLY



Prospective Student Offices
Melbourne

ACU National 
115 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy 
Melbourne VIC 3065 
AUSTrALIA 
Ph: +61 3 9953 3302 
Fax: +61 3 9953 3145 
Email: international@acu.edu.au 

North Sydney

ACU National 
42 Edward Street 
North Sydney NSw 2060 
AUSTrALIA 
Ph: +61 2 9739 2441 
Fax: +61 2 9739 2001 
Email: international@acu.edu.au 
 
Brisbane

ACU National 
1100 Nudgee road, Banyo 
Brisbane QLD 4014 
AUSTrALIA 
Ph: +61 7 3623 7340 
Fax: +61 7 3623 7161 
Email: international@acu.edu.au 

Admissions Offices
Undergraduate Degrees 
Postgraduate Programs

ACU National 
42 Edward Street 
North Sydney NSw 2060 
AUSTrALIA 
Ph: +61 2 9739 2437 
Fax: +61 2 9739 2001 
Email: international.
admissions@acu.edu.au

Diplomas and Pathways 
English Language Programs

International Student Services 
Level 6, 23 Berry Street 
North Sydney NSw 2060 
AUSTrALIA 
Ph: +61 2 9955 7122 
Fax: +61 2 9955 7153 
Email: admissions@acuiss.com

representative Agents
The University also has a network of 
authorised representative agents around 
the world whom you can contact 
for assistance with your application 
or visa. For more information, visit:
www.acu.edu.au/international

contact acU national
www.acu.edu.au/international
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